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. Minutes of a Public Hearing held by the Town Board of the Town of
diverhead, at Town Hall, Howell Avenue, Riverhead, New York, on Monday,
Blgust 3, 1998 at 7:00 p.m.

Present:
Vincent Villella, Supervisor
Philip Cardinale, Councilman
Mark Kwasna, Councilman
James Lull, Councilman
Christopher Kent, Councilman

Also Present:

Barbara Grattan, Town Clerk
Adam Grossman, Esq. , Town Attorney

Supervisor Villella called the Public Hearing to order at 7:00 and
e Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Supervisor villella: "Barbara, could you please read-- I'm going
'be reading this after Barbara. These are the ground rules."

Barbara Grattan: "I have affidavits of publishing and posting of
Public Hearing to be held at Riverhead Town Hall, Riverhead, New York
7:00 p.m. on August 3, 1998 to hear all interested persons who wish
-‘;I?e heard regarding the environmental review of the change of zone
tition of Traditional Links, LLC respecting property located at

ind Avenue, Baiting Hollow, New York."

Supervisor villella: "Thank you, Barbara. I just want to lay a

1_: € groundwork how we 're going to be running this Public Hearing
Hoht. Pirst of all, I want to welcome everybody and there are plenty
JOU out there. It's great. The purpose of the meeting. A community
“°USsion on proposed Traditional Links project. We are eager to hear
any points as view as possible so that the Town Board can make an
*0rmed decision. Therefore, we have set the following ground rules:

e will need order and understanding. Neighbors may disagree but
st respect each other's point of view. Please éddress comments
the Board, not to any group or individual. Do not interrupt

e Keep comments to five minutes or less. And I do have the

.
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elock here. I hate it, but I think we have to do it.

Try not to repeat the comments of ancther-- of others, excuse ne.
he Town Board has not and will not prejudge this application and we
i1l not discourage public debate at any time. Please do not engage
n any debate or discussion with a speaker.

Remember that the Town
gard is not here tonight to take sides or express opinions.

We're
st here to listen to yours. And from there, you can start. Whoever
ants to speak, just follow right around."”

Unidentified speaker: "Thank you."

Supervisor Villella:

"Oh wait, you have to state your name."

~  Unidentified speaker:

“"Hi, Chris, Phil, Vinny, Jim, Adam,
Barbara, nice to be here tonight, my first Board meeting."

~  Supervisor Villella: "You have to speak to us. Not to the people.”

Margarette Valance:

"My name is Margarette Valance. Many of you
me because I've asked you to support the idea of forming a bike
ail from Wading River to Greenport. I'm here tonight-- this is my
ISt Board meeting I've attended-- because Bill Talmage asked me to
‘here. I didn't really want to come become engaged in the debate

but his family project but it was impossible to decline. I am his
ighbor.

I have lived in Baiting Hollow-- Baiting Holler as Ellen Talmage
flally calls for 16 years. In this time, I've come to know all the
..f" who predate me by at least 100 years. John uses my house gs
Way marker when landing his world War II planes. I have sat with
Talmages in church, dined with them at literary and seen my

dren called with theirs by name as Santa delivers his Christmas
S to Baiting Hollow Church in December.

Tl}ese people are trustworthy, good people. There is not a_child
heir entire extended family that I would not want my Own children
Defrieng,

~ From a business standpeoint, I feel that the Talamges have proven
2°°1Ves to be a resourceful group. They abandoned potato farming
1t became unprofitable and have built up a highly successful
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seranium and perennial business.

In addition, their trolley business has blossomed. I'm sure they

will show the same care and pride in running their future businesses
ncluding this golf course. Also the money will

ead. They are not big developers like McNamara
| quick buck and leave. Remember, this is their land and they have
aid taxes. And they will still be here when my son and daughter have
left to become beach bums in California and make films in Hollywoed.

fheir extended family will still be here enjoying the profits and the
gauty of this golf course.

stay here in River-
who are going to make

Finally, I would like to express my pride in the Board. I

lected each one of you; I think you're great people.

Let's act
uickly.

The bike trail, this golf course, the aquarium, the childrens'
museum and if you can get a Six Flags into Grumman, good."

Supervisor Villella: "Thank you. All right. Just come on up;
e at a time. I've got to redo this. When you hear that, I'll give
a little extra time, Charlie, you're cut off already. Okay."

Charles Cetas: "My name is Charles Cetas. I'm Vice-President of
e North Fork Environmental Council. I'm also a long time Riverhead
fésident. The North Fork Environmental Council is opposed to the
aditional Links Golf Resort as it is currently propecsed. The
t0ponents of this mega golf project propose to build two 18 hole golf
irses, a 500 unit hotel, a golf clubhouse, a golf school, an unknown
imber of residential units, and beach facilities on 450 acres of land
at contains valuable farmland, woodlands, wetlands, dunes, bluffs,
"0 a long stretch of beach on Long Island Sound.

The Traditional Links site is located on Sound Avenue whigh has
&N designated by New York State as a historic corridor. It is also
“dted opposite the Cornell University Research Farm and near the
County 4-j Camp. This area of Baiting Hollow is the “heart"' oE
-Erhead's historic and very productive agricultural district. With-
"t Riverhead's nearly 20,000 acres of farmland Suffolk County would

® be New vork State's most productive agricultural county.

., PUring the past three decades the development rights from over

U acres of Riverhead's farmland has been purchased Dy $uffolk

ty taxpayers by way of the County's Farmland Preservation Prggram.
= Purpoge of this program is to reserve enough land in perpetulty
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for agricultural use to maintain a viable farming industry. The first
00 acres to go into this program are part of the Traditional Links
jite. The proponents of Traditional Links propose to amend the program
o allow preserved farmland to be used for golf course development.

The NFEC 1is vehemently opposed to such an amendment to the

Suffolk County Farmland Preservation Program. This proposed amendment
5§ absurd in light of the Town's recent adoption of its own Farmland
reservation Program and approval of $4 million in bonds for farmland
nd open space acquisitions. The County has also recently approved
for referendum in November the expenditure of $40 million for farmland
nd cpen space purchases. The NFEC urges Riverhead Town to adopt a

tesolution opposing Traditional Links' proposed amendment to the
County's Farmland Preservation Program.

The NFEC believes that the development of the Traditional Links
§ite would cut the "heart" out of Riverhead's rural character and
Would accelerate the conversion of Riverhead from a rural/agricultural
mmunity to a suburban/resort community. Does Riverhead really want
0 become a Myrtle Beach North? The NFEC believes the remaining un-

totected farmland of this site should alsc be added to the Suffolk
dunty Farmland Preservation Program.

With the plethora of golf course proposals in Riverhead, the

raft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for Traditional Links

Wuld have a thorough discussion of the cumulative impacts of golf
Urse development in Riverhead Town. Most people living in Riverhead
€ aware of the problems associated with pesticides leaching into
Uundwater. But, they should alsc be made aware that, according to a
POrt on pesticide use by Long Island golf courses entitled Toxic
1IWays published by the Environmental Protection Bureau of the New
Tk State Attorney General, Long Island golf courses use four to

"Vl times as much pesticides as are applied on food crops (see page
‘ Toxic Fairways). The same report states that homeowners apply
‘.tlmes as much pesticides as used in agriculture (see page 6 of

"¢ Fairways). The information contained in the Toxic Fairways '
20rt should be included and discussed in the DEIS. (A copy of Toxic

al

irvays ig attached.)

The.natural areas of the Traditional Links site are home to a
.. ‘ariety of wildlife. The final scoping document contains con-

SCting statements on this subject. On page 2 it states, o ui
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pral nor written commentary received through the scoping process have
indicated that endangered or threatened fauna exist on the project
gite." On page 5 it states, "Comments on the draft scope of issues
suggest that two (2) federally protected animals exist at the project
; This apparent discrepancy should be corrected or explained.

The dunes and bluffs of the Traditional Links site form a unique
geologic feature known as Grandifolia Sandhills which contain a dwarf

jaritime beech forest recognized as a globally rare ecosystem by the
few York State Natural Heritage Program."

Supervisor Villella: "Go ahead, finish up."

Charles Cetas: "I'm almost done."

Supervisor Villella: "I don't even want to use this anymore."

‘ Charles Cetas: "The final scoping document states on page 4 that
tie 1970 paper by Good and Good, "Vegetation of the sea cliffs...", is
te "seminal study of the coastal dunes of Long Island..." and that
the lead agency will neither require the collection of new data or
e generation of new science on the coastal dune resource." The Good
Nd Good paper is on vegetation not geology. Obviously, scientific

data on the geclogic significance of the Grandifolia Sandhills shculd
€ included in the DEIS.

For those who have had the privilege of visiting this site, the
Bauty of the Sandhills is breath-taking. I suppose for the Traditional
ks land owners and investors these dunes are gold. It will no

9Ubt take a great deal of money to save the Sandhills from this
Velopment proposal. But, whatever it may cost to save the Sandhills

d the rest of this 450 acre site, the NFEC believes preserving such

| lIreplaceable natural wonder and Riverhead's rural character for

“Ure generations to enjoy are worth the price.”

Supervisor villella: "Thank you, Charles. Excuse me. There
11 be-- we have to try and keep-- no clapping after the sgeakers. T
W you're out there, you really want to do it and everything but we
€ to just hold it to it. Yes. State your name, please.”

i "My name is Linda Holmes. I was Shelter Island's
“oinNted representa

tive appointed by the Riverhead Town Beoard to the
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Calverton Commission, Bobby Goodale headed it, and we spent a year and
a half trying to help you decide the reuse of the Grumman property,
and I know tragically TWA 800 pushed that way into the future. But I
was proud to serve with so many good Riverhead residents on that
ission and most everyone never missed a beat. I have come here
tonight to make you aware of a landmark case law decision which was
rendered some years ago in my home town up in Scarsdale and I think

it has a direct bearing on the Talmage family's plan and I wanted to
share it with you.

The decision is still cited in Anderson's Book on New York
State's Zoning Laws which is the bible and I know Mr. Klein knows it
very well and Anderson's Naticnal Zoning Law, too, Robert Anderson
book which is updated by New York State Lawyer's Association very
frequently. The decision involved a developer whose property had been
Ut aside reserved and for which he got a tax abatement as the Talmage
amily has enjoyed a tax relief on a significant portion of this
roperty for a number of years, I understand over 100 acres are so

arked on the Riverhead Town tax map as part of the Suffolk County
rmland Preserve.

The Court's ruling was that-- and it is still cited as landmark
¢ law in decisions of this type, the ruling was that property which
8 been put aside on a filed map cannot be returned to its full
€velopment tax value because its development value-- it has lost
8 development value, the value has been absorbed by the surrounding
f0perties as the people of Riverhead have absorbed the taxes that
ave been an abatement for the Farmland Preservation Program which is
iEhin this Town, and the ruling was that that type of land cannot be
furned to the tax roll at its full rate and it has been absorbed as
Sald, and that the surrounding property owners having done-- and I
YW on Shelter Island when the (inaudible) estate, the Gerard Estate,
2,000 acres became the Nature's Conservancy Mashomack Preserve, my

“Sonal property taxes went up $100 that first year and have gone up
‘®LY year since.

S0 that what that case law says was that the Talmage family is

- ®Mtitled to change their mind unless you allow it and perhaps you
Y€ some way of returning tax money to people who have been absorbing
- fe tax relief that they've been enjoying. I did want to share that
i, '°Y+ And in case you're wondering also why someone e
1s interested in what goes on on the Sound Avenue corridor, we
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that Sound Avenue corridor all the time and my father died a very
guished and painful death from (inaudible) the lung fungus that
eople can get from inhaling pesticides, and that dose of pesticide
jas from a careless Riverhead farmer who forgot to turn off the wand
m his tractor full of pesticide when he was swinging around Sound
\venue one day some years ago and my parents were doused with that
esticide and it was pretty heartbreaking to see what happened. So we
= many of us who don't live within the Town of Riverhead have a very
yested interest in who's sprinkling what, who's spraying what, and
who's putting what inteo the groundwater.

re all-- my family-- my parents before me, my children, and I travel

Thank you very much."

Supervisor Villella: "Thank you.

No clapping, please."

John Black: "My name is John Black and I've been studying dunes
n Long Island and elsewhere for approximately 25 - 30 years and I
ould like to supplement material that the North Fork Environmental
ouncil just went over previcusly. And I'll read my statement and
Urn in a written copy of it for your information.

The Grandifolia Sandhills consist of an assemblage of stabilized
arabclic, linear and dome shaped dunes located on a coastal bluff
ifonting on the Long Island Sound. The origin of the sediment
Ompesing these dunes is derived from these bluffs.

There is evidence of a new dune forming to the northwest of this
ifea since the recently accumulated sediment appears to be assuming a
Qme shape. As additional sediment accumulates, it is possible that
s landform will convert to a parabolic dune and begin migrating to
B€ southeast under the influence of the prevailing winds off of the

b Now to just digress a minute, that is very unusual and in Long
Hand it is the only case of a migrating dune located on a coastal
UEf that I know of. As a matter of fact, I'll say it is the only
48mple of such a system in New York State along a coastal area.

Migrating dunes are unusual anywhere. A migrating dune system on
°f_ a coastal bluff is rare. Since dune systems such as the
aMdifolia Sandhills occur nowhere else in New York State such a

Q\Je area must be preserved. Thank you."
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supervisor Villella: "“Thank you.

Thank you for not clapping."

Linda Holmes: "Excuse me, I forgot to cite by name that decision
in case the Town Attorney wants to refer to it."

Supervisor Villella:

"Mention your name again, please."

Linda Holmes:

"Linda Holmes from Shelter Island. I'm sorry.
That was Berkley Estates versus the Village of Scarsdale and it was a

1936 decision which as I say it's still cited as a landmark case law

N Anderson's New York Zoning Law & Practice. Thank you."

Supervisor Villella: "Thank you.

Next speaker, please."

Eric Lamont: "My name is Eric Lamont and I represent the Long
Island Botanical Society. I am also-- or I have been a resident of
lverhead for the past 18 years and I also voted for you fellows up
lIere. My children were born and raised in Riverhead and we have a

Ot at stake here and just want to see Riverhead go in the right
j¥ection.

I basically have two things I'd like to share, and possibly get a
Mture response back from the Board. The first concern deals with the
scoping document. As I have stated previously, and has already
Stated by Charles Cetas, NFEC, the final draft was deficient in
Veral areas. Some of these deficiencies were major and in order for
18 environmental impact statement to take a hard look that is re-
ired, and I think it's going to be to everyone's benefit that thl?
Udy is sufficient. I believe that an amendment to the final scoping
MMent must be added. And that's my first request, that an amendment
‘ l.‘.he final scoping document be prepared and incorporated into the
#Vironmental impact statement. And this amendment were to address
" Of the serious deficiencies that have already been brought to

Ut by nyself and by others. And I'm sure there will be other
-ts brought out this evening.

E ?he Second point that I'd like tc make is that a changg of zone
Htion is not automatically granted and when all the studies are
IEte ahd when the impact of this project not only upon the

s, "Ment but upon the quality of life of the people of Riverhead
beyond, when those impacts, hopefully they will be seriously

Udresseq and properly studied, it will be clear to the Town Board and
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to everyone that a change in zone for this property is not in the

pest interests of the people of Riverhead. And that's your job; not
just to see what's the best interest for small individual people or
roperty owners, but really for the entire town of Riverhead. And I'd
just like to remind you that this change of zone is not automatic.
Phank you. And maybe sometime you can let us know if this amendment ,

if you would consider adding an amendment to the final scoping
locument . "

Supervisor Villella:
Thanks . "

"Put-- he wanted to put into the EIS.

Alex Jackson: "Good afternoon. 1I'm Alex Jackson (inaudible).
i'm not here for the Links, golf course, or anything else. I come
here because of things (inaudible) and so I come to tell you a little
bit about that because I was born here, I was born right there where
[ am today-- (inaudible) Talmage farm. And the articles I read to

€ weren't satisfactory, weren't up to what it should of been to my
fowledge.

v

S0 I just wanted to read a few things to you that disturbed me
d my family. I was raised here, my children, my father and mother
ame here from Virginia years age, 1922, and worked for the Talmage

mily. I've been there all my life. Raised the children there.

f0uldn't ask for a better family to be a part of. So I come to share
ith you.

I'm Alex Jackson, I have lived in Riverhead all my life. Been
flemployee of the Talmage family since 1937. I have known five or

X generations of the Talmage family; went to school with John

dlmage and (inaudible) Talmage, Jr. and the girls. Became good
dends, almost like family. Henry Talmage, their grandfather and

: Udible) Talmage, Sr. were two great men whom I worked for then

il Talmage and Nat Talmage, Jr. (phonetic). John became my employer
* 8 good many years. They were very honest people, knowledgeable

1 all walks of life. No half-way doings, considerate, understand-

9: (inaudible) good farmers. My father was hired by Henry Talmage

*% 1n 1922, worked there for 60 years. Departed this life 1975.

“I€ Was 12 of us children, with which every one of us worked there

- @ vhile. Four brothers, eight sisters, including Lawyer Jackson

0 is noy employed by Riverhead Town.
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1t disturbs me when I read all (inaudible) in the paper being
said about the Talmage family. People I've never heard of coming
from some-- I don't know. Some I know. They cannot be from River-
ead. They must be new in Riverhead. Riverhead is a good town and
‘must say the Talmage family have played a big part in it. They
on't realize all the things the Talmage family has done for the
gommunity over the years. Like helping find Central Suffeolk Hospital,
leaders in Boy Scouts, help found the Farm Bureau in New York State,
he 4-H in Suffolk County, and help found the Cornell University, the
aiting Hollow Library, very supporting members of the Baiting Hollow
Church (inaudible). The Talmage family I know have probably served

n hundreds of volunteer boards, served, conservation and civic
rganizations, all to make life fair in our community.

Now we are getting the farm ready to host a concert for the

Bast End Arts Council. I am sure there are many other things, but
these are a few things I know about.

Some disagree with this project for environmental reasons; they
@ve a right to do that. That's what makes this country so great.
it I think some of the things they have said about the family are
I8t mean. The Talmage family would never respond to these people.
foving the Talmage family as I do, they are considerate, understand-
g fanily (inaudible)-- just not them. Believe me, I know. S0 they
Ut sit there and take that stuff. There's-- about more I could say

=a lot more, tell you about the Talmage family any time. It doesn't
{inaudible) ,

I thought it was time for somebody to speak up in regards to the
iimage family. Thank you."

Supervisor villella: "Thank you. I know we want to clap, we
to boo, and everything, but we want to keep this the right way,
=85¢. Next speaker. Next speaker, please."

Lynn Jacobs: "Hello. My name is Lynn Jacobs. I'm representing

® Suffolk Environment Committee of the Diocese of Rockville Centre
N 1 .
€1'malso 4 long time resident of the Town of Riverhead.

‘ The Environment Committee respectfully asks the Town of River-
¢ t0 uphold farmland preservation efforts by protecting the 101
*%8 of farmland that was previously preserved under the suffolk
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County Farmland Preservation Program.

The Committee further asks the
pown to make every effort to protect the globally rare forest known
s the Grandifolia Sandhills.

Farmland preservation should be a top priority for the Town.
preservation is more than protecting additional parcels of land;
it is also ensuring that preserved land remains preserved in
perpetuity. If we can change our minds 20 years after a site is

rotected, then no land is protected and farmland preservation is
ieaningless.

As for the Grandifolia Sandhills, it seems to us that in the
jpirit of concern for the earth, this unique natural area also should
)¢ protected from development. At least five different plant

gommunities occur at the Sandhills, four of which are rare in New

fork State. One of the communities contains century old dwarf beech
trees, and is considered to be globally rare. Nearby, another type
f beech forest occurs throughout the protected depressions of dune-

iand. Nowhere else in New York Stae deoes such a mature climax forest
ecur on sand dunes.

The diversity and beauty of the Grandifolia Sandhills reflects
infinite beauty of the Creator, and ought to inspire the respect
8 submission of our intellect and will. Thank you."

e

Supervisor Villella: "Thank you.

Next speaker, please."

- Carl Bonheim: "Good evening. My name is Carl Bonheim. I'm a
€8ldent of Riverhead for 12 years-- "

. Supervisor villella: "Yes, the other mike. You can raise it up
'\lttle bit."

Barbara Grattan: "Carl, I need your last name."

Carl Bonheim: "Carl B-O-N-H-E-I-M. I'm a resident of Baiting
Lom to the Talmages. I believe that the gentlemen are
"9 issues that bring us to a crossroads in Riverhead. I migrated
o western Long Island, Nassau County, to the Hauppauge area, and
€ Out here 12 years ago, looking for the preservation of farmland,
il‘eservation of rural suburban type lifesrild hanktithe Talmage

Y vhich I've come to know as neighbors and friends, are really at
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the forefront of preserving farmland. Their friends, people who are
pere looking for the preservation of farmland. I believe their plans
re very clearly to preserve most of their land to farm and to their
farming business. But here in Riverhead we have the

issues of what's
joing to happen with Grumman, what's going to happen

: with the
quarium and downtown which I know is very important issues. And
lso how to extend our tax base without flooding our schools.

In Baiting Hollow, I've seen developments on Edwards Avenue.
There's-- (inaudible) Committee on Riley Avenue School and we have
he issue of the school has been flooded with new students. I think
that as an overall plan, we've got to do things to expand the
uburban base but also bring other businesses and other forms of
Usiness that will attract tourism, the wineries, and this golf
ourse, I think, is a fine way to bring in more upscale feel and
0ok to the Baiting Hollow community. So I'm very, very much in
pport of it, not because the Talmages are my friends, but because

think what they're doing is in my best interests. So I'm here in
pport of it."

Supervisor Villella: "Thank you.

Next speaker, please."

.~ Carol Talmage: "My name is Carol Talmage. I live in Baiting
0Llow on the Talmage Farm. I grew up in Riverhead on Ostrander
'*’» ue as Carol Burns. I just wanted to point out that our family
@8 been paying taxes on this land as developable property for 116
@IS. We have had some agricultural assessments in more recent

LS. But even these and the penalty you pay when you go out are
88d on the land being developable.

Now, T have a guestion. I saw in the newspaper that the Town

joined in an effort with environmental groups, the county and the
“8L€, tc buy our land. Is that true?"

Supervisor villella: "I can answer that because I've-- no, it's
true. The county."

farol Talmage: "Okay. I have concerns that the environmental
"PS will try to make our land worthless by convincing the govern=
"2l agencies to suddenly (inaudible) development by creating end-
5 Yays in the permitting process. In my opinion, that would be

Ly wrong. Stealing is stealing even when it's done in the name
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the environment. And I thank you."

Ssupervisor Villella: "Thank you.

Next speaker, plese."

Elizabeth Backel: "Good evening, my name is Elizabeth Backel.
['m a resident of Baiting Hollow and Vice-President of (inaudible).
erve on the Board of the (inaudible) Property Owners Association.

And 1'd like to say that when my husband and I decided to settle
here 14 years ago-- "

Adam Grossman: "Ma'am,

I'm sorry.
ame?"

Can you just give your last

Elizabeth Backel: "Backel. B-A-C-K-E-L."

Adam Grossman: "Okay.

I'm sorry to interrupt you."

Elizabeth Backel: "Certainly. We decided to settle here 14
2ars ago and raise our family, we decided to dc that because of the
B space and agricultural and rural community that it afforded us
0 raise our family. And now we find ourselves bordered to our west
ith a busy condominium complex with a catering facility and golf
rse, and all the noise and pollution that goes along with those
things. Now, it's proposed that a huge hotel resort complex will be
€veloped on our east. I find and I think that we are being-- our

ttle community between the two is being sandwiched out (inaudible)
¥ developers.,

I don't understand why my children's rural gquality of life
® £0 exist in their backyard when they have all the property
d here (inaudible). I believe this type of development is
ly inappropriate, not only in the magnitude but also in the

SrUbtion of the very quality of life that brought us here in the
ISt place,

. Another concern of mine is the volume of traffic that already
ISts on the Sound Avenue area. A hotel with 500 units, golf

. "°S» catering facility that would combine wiyh staff, Ny .
L Mtenance persons and utility vehicles along with the additiona
;jlc for two public golf-- 18 hole golf courses wogl@ surely put
Pifden on that area and the surrounding areas of Baiting Hollow
et

-

1
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Additionally, we've been told that if this zoning application

is not granted, that Mrs. Talmage is going to build residential homes
and burden our school system with unwanted children. And I don't
jnderstand-- I mean-- going to ruin our tax base and it's going to
increase the capacity of our school to a limit that we can't absord.

ind 1'd like to know when our children and their families are not
elcome in this town.

When we built here and we decided to live here and grow here
and send our kids here, no one ever told us that my children and
gther people's children would not be provided for. So I just want to
say that even though my children may not be the 13th or 14th genera-

tion of children to be raised here, hopefully, they won't be the
st'n

Supervisor Villella: "Thank you.

Next speaker, please."

Steve Thorenz: "Good evening. My name is Steve Thorenz. I'm

‘resident and neighbor of the Talmage property. Five years ago, my
== "

2 Barbara Grattan:
ane, please?"

"Steve, excuse me, could you spell your last

Steve Thorenz: "T-H-O-R-E-N-Z."

Barbara Grattan: "Thank you."

- Steve Thorenz: "Anyway, my wife, Caroline, she writes fc?r a
SWSpaper, and lucky enough she is a even handed individual with her
lormation and, of course, this is the topic of discussion ongolng
| the household. We're able to take a lot of information, some of
that we agree upon, some of it that we don't agree upon together.
%€ one thing I do know, driving over here I thought to mY§elfr ¥
I live on property that was probably argued agglnst just like
€ arguing right now or people are having discussions Over. Our
WOtry Farms development does sit on what used to be farm property.
'Sits right next door to the Talmage property. The one thing that
ylfe. Caroline, and I do agree upon is that something is going to
0. Nothing can just not happen. So when we're looking at what
¢ happen, whether it be condominiums on one pile, a development
Sther pile, or the golf course, I have to say that given a good



3/1998minutes 1185

oup of individuals in the planning and the responsibility of Mr.
falnage being a responsible resident of the community, I feel that a
olf course would probably be the most beneficial. Aas long as the

wffer zones are planned just so with other people in mind and
gncerns.

I am concerned about traffic, the schools which, by the way,
hey're planning a big construction bond this fall. And I can only
hink that should condominiums or another development be Bt e

e're going to have constant waste on a daily basis (inaudible) into
e environment.

. S0 on behalf of my wife, Caroline, and I, I do support the golf
tourse should that be planned. Thank you."

Supervisor Villella: "Thank you. Next speaker, please."

Jim Kelly: "Jim Kelly, a Riverhead resident. I first want to
tart off with what you said in the beginning, how this should be a
dendly debate. It seems that most of the environmental agencies
ave taken this personal. I've seen two golf courses go up in River-
€ad and not one environmental agency could care less. I don't know
ly this has become personal, Mr. Talmage and his family. As many
€0ple have said here, what they've done in the past has been
8ponsible. I bought a home two years ago in Riverhead. If the
taxes don't go down, I'm moving. I work for Eastern Suffolk Boces

I Riverhead and I see the schools now. They're packed. They don't
V€ any more room. So we're going to have to build a new school

°ler or later. I'd rather see a golf course than 400 houses or 600
Ondominiums .

‘ And as for the environmental impact, I've never heard of these
€S until we said golf course. Nobody knew these dunes. Nobc_vdy
Ted about these dunes. I live on (inaudible) Pond. I'm afraid my
Next is going to become environmentally sensitive. I won't be
' t0 sell that in 10 years. It's getting a little ridlgulous.
their landg. 1f they want to build and develop on their land,

*1 did that become a crime? We really need to think long and hard
:ut thiS. Thank you.n

SWpervisor villella: "Thank you. Next speaker, please.”
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. Terry Hauger: "My name is Terry Hauger and I am a President of
the (inaudible) Baiting Hollow Property Owners Association.

|
11
L

/ We border
e Talmage proposal and we border Malibu East (phonetic) which is

srobably going to be part of this complex. And I would (inaudible)
that for the years that I've lived here, the Talmages have been a
fine family. Now we are here to discuss not whether or not they are
esponsible people-- I'm sure they are-- but there is something very
pecial about that acreage. It's not just another golf course.

here is a building in our nation's Capitol and it houses treasures.
nd in it is a jacket and this jacket was worn by Harrison Ford in
he Indiana Jones movie. And what we do is we have carefully
preserved this jacket as a national treasure.

New, this is the jacket. Here in Riverhead we have a rare
latural phenomena designed by nature with only several patents world-
wide. And instead of discussion the preservation of this rare
pienomena we are here begging for its life. And in doing so, we're
"'nq threatened with school cverloading. Now, I think we should try
B0 focus on the reality not the threat because children and schools
ver devalue property. Because all one has to do is travel towards
Ssau or western Suffolk to find that the truly school districts

at educate ocur children add value to the property. So I'd like to,
¥ou know, not discuss that.

Now, in a perfect world Riverhead and the developers would work
9gether to ensure the preservation of this rare phenomena. If we
Bre given in this town the Hope diamond, I doubt very sericusly
flat we'd cut it up into two carat stones, and sell it. Okay. So,
think that when we think about the Grandifolia Sandhills, we should
S0 think about not carving it up in development.

Now, (inaudible)-- "

. Supervisor villella: "That's okay. You've got one more minute.
WSt relax, "

Terry Hauger: "oOkay. All I'm going to say, okay, I just request
¥ this {s not a perfect world, so I'm going to request the Board
;&(.idress certain issues and those issues are that we're (%naudlble)
o, 21 draft-- scope-- whatever that document is-- and noise,

s USe we can dance to the music at, you know, at Giorgic. Traffic.
0tice that there is nothing regarding Route 58 Or the exit off the
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expressway. I'm going as fast as I can."

. supervisor Villella: "No. That's all right. This is something
that will be in the EIS report that you're talking about."

Terry Hauger:

| "But I read-- and it didn't go into this so I'm
just asking that we do go into this a little, you know-- let's compare
hiis development with the development of equal size and magnitude--
jile we decide to ask people to respond to environmental issues.

nd I believe I'm to the end of my time. Thank you very much."

Barbara Grattan: "Terry, may I have your last name again."

Terry Hauger: "Sure. Hauger, H-A-U-G-E-R."

Barbara Grattan: "Thank you."

Superviscor Villella: “Thank you, Terry.

Next speaker, please."”

Paul Adams:

d "My name is Paul Adams and I have lived in Baiting
Pllow six years.

I'm a biolegist at the State University of New
Kk at Stony Brook and I'm just on the eastern fringe of the
fandifolia Sandhills and I know the area gquite well and I'd like to
4k very briefly about some of the wildlife there and specifically
M going to talk about three animals that-- three beautiful and
animals that live and breed in those Sandhills and there's a
Ptile and there's mammal and there's a bird. The reptile is the
BE€N snake. This is a spectacular bright green, emerald green snake
8t looks like something you would find in a tropical rain forest.
.lt's right here in the forest of Riverhead. The mammal is the
#0€. The ermine is a very shy creature. It looks like a dressed
“fErret. It has a wonderful chocolate brown coat and a white

®0at and breast. And the bird is the hummingbird which is

tica's smallest bird and to my mind is America's most remarkable
€ beautiful bird. Hummingbirds only survive in a very few places
- 90ng Island and one of them is right there in the Grandifclia

"ills.  They nest in the little valleys that criss-cross that
Operty

,ts° I can't unfortunately show you these animals tonight and I
fome up with a green snake or an ermine because they're very
o but I can show you the hummingbirds. As it happens, August the
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th is celepbrated throughout North and South America as International
junningbird Day and I'm going to open up my backyard for birders and
people who are interested in the wildlife of Riverhead to come and
ee the hummingbird on August the 15th. And if I allow a little
dvertising I have some flyers which I will put out. If you see
ghese amazing little birds dashing arcund like jeweled helicopters,
he fighting and playing and dashing through the trees and close up
can see them, I don't think anybody who sees that would want any
hange to take place in the Grandifolia Sandhills and there's no

pubt that if the development that has been proposed and in particular
ie golf course which intrudes right into the Grandifolia Sandhills
kes place, all those three animals and that's the tip of the ice-
rg, those are the ones I see in my backyard. There are many

others that breed in this area because it's one of the most pristine
reas left on Long Island. If a golf course goes in there the

nimals go away. It is always the case in life that you realize

hat when something is important and beautiful is just the very

ment when it's about to disappear. And we are given this chance,
‘think, to save this remarkable sight and to cbviously recompense

18 Talmages who have looked after this area in a wonderful way for
long period of time, to fully recompense them financially so that
tere would be none of the losses to which some of the speakers have
luded and we-- it's a win-win situation. The money is available
lvarious forms to protect this wonderful area. It will be one of
'jewels of Riverhead and it's something that we absolutely must

Supervisor villella: "Thank you. Next speaker, please.”

Henry Silverman: "Hello. Henry Silverman, Sound Avenue, River-
9. I live acreoss from the now being built Naticnal Gelf Course
@I find it a positive thing and I also find yearly I'll travel
¥l to Hilton Head, North Carolina and if you've ever been thc?re?
At0n Head? Gorgeous. And if Riverhead from the Talmage project
into more of a Hilton Head, it's a positive thing. And you

,..’,d to experience the Hilton Head for how nice it's laid out and
d0wntowm. ]

N

% Supervisor villella: "Quiet, please. Let him speak.”

. Henry silverman: "and the environment, it's well preserved and
_;golf course is much better than housing or whatever. Being a
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7 as the other gentleman said-- schools are getting
rowded and the tax base isn't there to support it. So I find it a
positive thing. Thank you."

Supervisor Villella: "Thank you."

Henry Talmage: "My name is Henry Talmage. I'm one of the
pincipals of the project as well as the manager of our farm business,
flalmage Farm. I'd like to just take a second to clear up some

pssible confusion that's been out there about our business and our
‘,“‘ﬁ

Someone suggested that we're simply selling out and closing up
‘}- and I can tell you this is not true at all. OQur business is
doing well and we'll continue to grow our farm business. We're
tontinuously getting into new markets and introducing new products.
ut like all businesses, agriculture requires constant change in

tder to survive and to thrive. My family has been farming on Long
sland since 1942. We've changed many times over the years since
fu But we stopped growing potatoes in the '80's and we expanded
Ur greenhouse and our nursery business. You know, people have said
81't it terrible you can't make money growing potatoes? And some
Ople can; we felt we couldn't. And, you know, we did it for over
0 years. So that's a pretty good run. You know. A hundred years.
v;:» cycles don't last that long today and we've got to be on

Op of change constantly just like every other business in the state.

~ We've sold most of our potato equipment and expanded the green-
USe and then we leased the remaining farm acreage to a sod grower
@Cover the taxes in essence, but our farm operation although it'was
H0ducing many times the dollars the potato coperation was doing, it
® doing it on 30 acres of land. The remaining 400 acres was clearly

1
A;.ﬁ

& S0 what we tried to do, we began the planning process, you know,

*® €3sy way-- and this was 1986 we started this-- the east way was

BiPly sell the land to a developer which we've always had the

90t to 4o, You know, we could have had several hundred.homemtes
Years ago but, you know, we would have been paid for it, we would

= Peen done, and we would all have gone on with our lives. But



B

,}3/1998minutes 1190

"stead we're looking for ways to utilize this really, truly remarkable
land in a way that's creative and less intense in terms of housing.

After a lot of investigation and work studies, we determined a
very high quality golf project would be a much better use for the
land. It would do a few things. One, it would enable our family to
retain some ownership in the project which was important to us. It
would utilize the land in a way to complement its natural beauty. It
would create a place that would draw tourists to the town and,
finally, it would be a positive tax base.

You know, two years ago the property to our east was referred
0 as Malilbu East which has rights to build 160 units on it. It
)ecame available for sale-- it was available for sale, but we felt
it was going to be sold quickly. Our family stepped in, we bought
it to include in our golf project but partially to stop the 160
units. Same thing, we didn't feel it was the right use for that

land. Today that's incorporated into our project and I think it
Iproves both.

TTEE

We looked real hard for people who could join us in terms of
ners in this deal and we wanted people who wanted the same goals
the same kind of objectives that we were loocking for. We've
ery lucky to have Kenny (inaudible) who's a top amateur golfer but

‘also knows the golf industry which none of us knew being farmers.

T
i

3 And he was able to get Ben Krenshaw (phonetic) to come and

#&ign the course. And that's an important thing. I mean that helps
“Wards the quality of this whole thing.

i

The one thing I would say and, of course, the big question, a

9t 0f questions come up were based on the environmental impact
tatement and science and, of course, tonight, that is in the process
£ being written right now. And what I would say is that I'm going

9 ask the people in Town, and the leadership for the Town'to walt

9 See what the science says. Please don't judge this until you can
°OK at it from a scientific, not emotional, point of view. And"

¥ to stay objective up until that point. Thank you very much.

-
sh

Supervisor villella: "Thank you, Henry. Next speaker, please.

.. Jan Howell: "My name is Van Howell. I came up here from
4D Howell:
SSthampton

I
|

-
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Supervisor Villella: "Excuse me.
here?"

What's all the noise out

Barbara Grattan:

"State your name again, please."

~ Van Howell: "Van Howell from Westhampton Beach. I just-- the
irst thing, I can't resist a brief comment. Several speakers have
oken of you know folks that have been farming here since 1642 and
1l this as having some kind of like special moral authority, owner-
hip rights. I'd just like to ask you all where do you think we got
e land? How we got it? And I say we being in the same general
itegory, except that I'm farming the last one-twentieth of an acre
r family farmed at this point. But my family had the idea it
ould be great to get involved in hotel schemes and stuff like that
and did one hundred and some years ago, and basically as far as I can
11 the hotel scheme they got involved in didn't do the economy of

Sthampton Beach in terms of the local people any good at all, and
ey're gone now.

There's also no guarantee that a golf course is going to stay a
course once scmething else beccmes more profitable as you can
4l by locking at the history of western Long Island. And I think
family that's lucky enough and I say lucky enough because that's
it is, is luck-- to control this much land and still control it
B this unbelievably unique and gorgeous ecologically irreplaceable
f0perty, this is like, you know, this is world class stuff in its
sfrent state and once you start trying to do yet another upscale .

L resort when we're probably on the verge of the stockmarket going
$Whl, you are going to have one more upscale golf resort that's, you
0, probably in receivorship, you know. And, you know, I mean
§€e's only so many billionaires that this econcmy can creatg at a
€ when Asia's already on the way down, you Know, that's going to
I mean think realistically. I mean you have the kind of
System that takes, you know, if you add up the history of all the
€Cles there that are going to disappear, tens of thousar‘lds of years
fIeate, hundreds of thousands of years to come into belng, you
M and we're talking about unraveling it. Because Oneé thing
SPle remember, even if you have a little island that's left, they
®this in Brazil in an experiment, like there's a periphery around

Wldf== n
1

SWpervisor villella: "Face us; don't go to the audience. Thank
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van Howell: "I'm sorry."
Supervisor Villella: "That's all right."
van Howell: "I'll face you and tell you then."
Supervisor Villella: "Right. That's what it's all about. 1I've

t0 learn all this here."

~ Van Howell: "Okay. Well, it's like preserving a shoe without
Sfoot. "
| Supervisor Villella: "I like that.

That was good. Okay."

Van Howell: "The light goes out."

Supervisor Villella: "The bell went off."

Van Howell: "And, you know, if the land is going to be alive,
'S got to have a surrounding area where all those little critters
@l have some habitat, you know, not just being a little caged in

€a because even if it's kept natural, you know, a bunch of acres,
i€ most beautiful acres kept natural and the rest of it turned into
Poison golf course~- because it probably will be poison-- you know,
B0t going to be habitat pretty soon. This has been done. I mean
U can see like movies of this happening in the Amazon where they
8d to preserve 10 acres to see what happens; 100 acres, 1,000

€S t0 see what happens of rain forest and the rest becomes cattle
€h. You know, you lose it; it goes. It just dies. The trees
@It to die, the micro-climate starts to change because of the

&% Space, the sun light pattern. You can see this happen.

I mean I remenmber going out west and seeing on the edge of some
f the northwestern forests where there have been clear cuts, the
.that the trees depend on coming up from the pacific would come

@1 abrupt halt once you got to the clear cut area. Those t:_rees

= %t going to re-grow in those clear cuts, you know. ‘They l]_. be--
'Ll tell you they will, but they won't because the mlcro-c;lma;e
one, Same thing. You have these huge beautiful caks growing in
= "alleys up there in those sandhills, you know, as well as the
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iiniature things on the top of the hills, there's like all kinds of
little micro-climates created by all those little valleys and things.
Q;._.. e you start to like cut away the edge and start to chew it up and
3w start to create different wind currents, you know, pretty soon--
I mean this isn't the kind of thing that anybody is going to be able
fg document because there would be too much work. You go back there
n 50 years, there's going to be a shell of what it is now and nobody
is even going to know. They're going to wonder what all the fuss was
pout because they won't see it, you know. So this is-- we're talking
bout-- when we talk about let's look at the science of a golf course
== 1'11 close, this is the last thing I'm going to say. I-- there

Jas a guy-- a Long Island film maker who spent some time in Thailand
in the far East where Jack Nicklaus and some Japanese financiers put
together some magnificent golf courses in southeast Asia. There are
actual videotapes of this Jack Nicklaus design golf course doing what
it was designed to do which was dumping pesticides into the water
Supply of the second largest-- the reservoir of the second largest
ity serving Thailand, and pouring water out for irrigation purposes.
POisoning the whole city. Do you think that showed up in their
MVironmental impact statement? I doubt it.

You know, this is the kind of thing that the most prestigious

J0f planners get involved with and this is internationally documented.
dhank you very much."

Supervisor villella: "Thank you. Next speaker, please.”

Rolph Kestling: "Rolph Kestling, Wading River. The first
Omment I wanted to make to the biologist about that ferret. If you
P down to the Wildwood State Park down to where it goes down to the
8Ch, there's a mother and six babies hanging around there. Maybe
M could check them up; they're moving west.

I've heard a lot of comments about a golf course contaminating

i€ land. T don't think golf courses were responsible for (inaudible).
think they did more damage. Second of all, I didn't want to make

all one-sided. That's the only reason I came up. AS far as a

ot Course goes, I have no qualms against it. Let them put up a

&L course, put I am against the farmer taking back the develop-

" Tights for those 200 and I think that's the crux of the'whole

The farmer taking back the development rights. That's a no-

* Adeal is a deal. Thank you."
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. gupervisor Villella: "“Thanks, Rolph.
I have to make a phone call real quick.
_ﬁﬁht back. You can continue.
he *ll take—-- "

You can be the next one.
I just got beeped; I'll be
My Deputy Supervisor is here. So

James Golden: "My name is James Golden. I'm a life-long

esident of Riverhead. I went to school with some of the Talmages.

t's been my privilege to-- how's that? Did you hear what I said
pefore?"

Councilman Kent: "No. Start again."

James Golden: "No? I said I'm a life-long resident of River-
iead and a friend of the Talmage family. And it's been my privilege
to have been able to camp and hike those trails which we're talking
bout tonight. And they are beautiful, absolutely beautiful. And
I'm sure Henry and his brother, Bill, and the rest of his family

e all hiked and camped up there. 1It's a gut wrenching thing for
them to put anything there besides what there's now. It's so
€autiful; I wish you people could see it.

.~ But the Talmage family like a lot of other people have said,
@Ve been one of the most outstanding and respected citizens in
Riverhead. And they have done more for Riverhead than most any
the They've been-- they started the hospital. Mr.

, and they've been on-- served as president, they're in

€ 4~H and I can go on and on like this. Like the man said ahead of
:”ﬁarlier.

But I see where they've been taxpayers all these years, and they
@10 a good amount of tax on that property. They deserve to have
OMething to say about what they can do with their own property.

i that's about what I have to say. Thank you."

- Frank Manuse: "Hi.

- My name is Frank Manuse. I'm a (inaudible)
Sutgers University.

I know a little about the area and what I'd
A€ t0 say that there are other options besides a golf course or a
fldudible). Byt something in Greenwich, Ct. (inaudible). I was up
' STeenwich, Ct. a few weeks ago. They have a wildlife sanctuary
ffby.the Audubon Society and they have scientists up there,
®09ists (inaudible) the patterns of the birds (inaudible). [

=t don't know about the area so far, you could find out more about
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it (inaudible) and employ people to work there and work the place.

(inaudible) That's just one option though; there are other I'm sure
(inaudible) . Thank you."

Kathy Debor: "Hi. This is my first time speaking, too, so
m going to be a little nervous. I voted for everyone of you up
lere, too. I just wanted to make that clear. I remember that-- "

Councilman Kent:

. "Can you state your name?
jidn't get it."

I'm sorry, we

Kathy Debor: "Sure. It's Kathy Deboer. D-E-B-0-E-R. And I
ust remember that the people-- you know, we're going to represent

e people, so I just want everybody to remember that when you make
jlese decisions.

I'm a neighbor of the Talmages; I'm the mother of two children;
‘M a homeowner and on the Beard of Directors of the (inaudible)
daiting Hollow Property Owners Association.

This change of zone issue has absolutely nothing to do with the
iimage family or their personal character. It all has to do with
Mey. That's all it comes down to. The Talmage family are not

' only people involved in this project. There are many investors,
€Nt partners, attorneys, Ben Krenshaw (phonetic), an amateur

ifer from Nassau who is not familiar with the beauty and the

8tory behind this Town. Please let's not fool each other. Golf
igs money. I moved out here gradually 17 years age from Nassau
unty to live in a more quiet, rural lifestyle as I'm sure many of
(Meighbors did. Now I can hardly get out on Sound Avenue at

pk in picking time. How will I be able to go anywhere if the golf
Irse decides to have tournament play? No one has mentioned the

b0 tournament and its impact on cur seasonal community. I request

Issue be addressed and an answer be given to the community.
You very much."

Supervisor villella: "Thank you. Next speaker, please.®

_John Bernly: “My name is John Bernly. I'm Vice-President of

Y€ the Sandhills. T would like to comment on some points that

o0 be addressed in the DEIS. Number one. The scoping findings
Rick Hanley are inadequate. There are more than sufficient
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statements in the record submitted by Theresa Hauger, Richard Amper

md others that Rick Hanley arbitrarily and capriciously excluded
rom being scoped within the DEIS.

The Hanley scoping findings approved by the Town Board fail to
dress the cumulative and generic impacts of this project when the
tural plant and animal populations of adjacent sections of the

randifolia Sandhills and other generic parts of the generic Long
3land sandhills.

Number two. Just because the DEC has no map wetlands on or near

the site, does not mean that the wetlands are not present. The
inaudible) is present throughout the area and (inaudible) requires
yater or wetlands to breed in. So there's obviously some water in

r adjacent to the property that the (inaudible) are using otherwise
iy would not exist there. These are just two examples of
geficiency and there are many others in the document.

I request that

the Town Board revoke or at least amend the
€0ping findings as

being deficient and remcve the bias (inaudible)
€hard Hanley from the entire scoping process. Also, I request

dt the Town Board properly notify all potentially involved
encies, including the DEC and the Suffolk County Legislature, as

€ntified in the statements submitted after the scoping meeting by
filfresa Hauger and Richard Amper. Thank you."

 Supervisor villella: "Thank you. Next speaker. Joe."

- J%e Gergela: "Good evening. For the record, my name is Joe
gela. I'm Executive Director of Long Island Farm Bureau. I
Teésent over 5,300 families, farmers, commercial fisherman, baymen,
%le involved in agra-business and many people who are just
‘érested in the rural quality of life. I hope that I can keep my
POSure. It's very hard for me to (inaudible) this issue because
fave very strong feelings as it relates to farmers, their land,

=L equity in their land, and other matters.

I want to start by first telling the Board and the audience

** Long Island Farm Bureau, we represent the farmers and the
Heultyra] industry on Long Island. That's what we do. When we

4 learneq about the Talmage possibility of doing a deyelcpment,l
feally dian't know all the facts. We invited John Klein (phonetic)
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and the Talmage family to meet with our Board of Directors. We had
geven past Presidents of the Farm Bureau present at that meeting.

Most of them had been involved with the origination of the fi
farmland preservation program in the United States, known as the
purchase of development rights. Those people took this very

seriously about the concern, about the notion of taking land with

evelopment rights sold and then putting back rights and changing
0f use essentially.

rst

t Our Board passed a resolution that that was not acceptable; that

~did not want to hurt the integrity of the farm program, that the
gaﬂic has confidence in this program and other open space programs,
Ef'would not be the right thing to do. 1In fact, I had to go before

€ County Legislature and go on record and state that.
e

I'm not speaking for the Talmages. But I do know that in con-

lersations that I've had with them, that they backed off from the
ktion of taking any of that preserved farmland and pressing the
$8Ue. So the land north of Sound Avenue which is currently zoned

€Sidential is where they're going through due process to

¥ develop
heir property.

Part two. One inalienable right that we have as citizens in

country is the right of due process and our constitutional

S9ES. One of those is to own property. One of the framers of the
Oistitution, James Madison said, property without property rights
8 no value. So that's what this country was built on. People that
00k the risk of owning property to be able to use it. There is no
;”h thing as absolute property rights. I'm not suggesting that a
“St0ry or some other use of that property be allowed to go there.
at's not reasonable. But the Talmages are entitled to due process
ﬁﬂo what they think is right for their family.
 Many of the people here have no vested interest in land except
gﬁ they want to see open space. We are all environmentalists. Dick

€L, John Black, a lot of the people here we worked together on the
%ﬂ barrens because it was the right thing to do to protect the'
Mironment for the people of Long Island. And we st}ll all believe
8 the environment should be protected. But those issues have got
' 98 balanceg against property rights and pecple's ability to do
*?ithey want with that land. The Talmage family were there a long
me ago, They tilled that land. They cleared that land. How many
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people here had their sweat, equity sweat go into their property
ough all those years of hard work to hold onto that land and pay
se taxes? I experienced it. I grew up on a farm.

thno

: I know what
jt's like. When things went bad, my dad and I we made an economic

decision to get out of farming. The Talmages have made an economic

decision that they've got to let some of that land go. That is their
right.

Many of the people here work for somebody that gives them a
pension, and maybe have money in the bank. How would they like it if
the government all of a sudden says, you've got to give back half
ur pension, your life savings? I don't think they'd like it very
h. Mrs. Talmage said it right. 1It's a moral issue. There's 16
ple involved with this project. How do you know their financial
)osition, how much money they have in the bank? Maybe they've got
’ills to pay with that. But they have to-- that is their right to
h'what they want north of Sound Avenue.
P
& You have zoning and that's part of due process. That's what the
g:grnment does is balance the interests of the people. There is
oning there. They have the right to ask for a change of zone. What
By're trying to do is balance their own interest with the interests
£ the community. They are not naive to believe that they're going
ram rod this through the public. And, yes, there are environmental
erns. They recognize that and that is part of scoping; that is
t of the environmental impact statement that has to be done.

i

If there's mitigation and protection required of those
MVironmental areas, they're going to do it. These people have
Megrity and character. They are not fly by nights. They've lived
€re for a long time. They're not leaving. That land is going to be
itinued to be operated. Some of it is operated by DeLalio's sod.
Ut their greenhouse operation, Ellen and Henry and Bill and the
Mily, they are in business in this town. And they're going to

iﬁtinue to do that. They are not fly by nights.

Now, the most important thing is due process. I think that a
£ Of people here are jumping to conclusions without them going
E0UGh the process first. And this is part of it. I know the Board
@ responsibility. They want to hear from all parties that are

ffrested. All I ask you to do is to keep an open mind.. Let the
LS speak for themselves. Give the Talmages their day in court; =
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process. We are-- we live in a country that is made up of laws.
they, too, have rights. Everybody here has rights. Let's not come
to a conclusion about the Talmages' rights.

A couple things that were said have to be spoken about.

. Supervisor Villella: "Go ahead;

I'1l give you an extra minute."

Joe Gergela: "I'll be two minutes. One is about the tax impact.
ne thing that people should know, this has been documented in studies
by the American Farmland Trust, Suffolk County Farm Committee,
esidential development requires $1.36 in services for every tax
pllar paid. Farmland and open space requires $.26 in services for
Very tax dollar paid. So the people that are the farmers in this

wn and the people that own open space are carrying the load for
mich of the people that live in this town. Farmland and open space

0és not put kids in school and farmers and land owners pay those

Xes on their own residences just like everybody else. But the open
pace does not require services, minimal.

Okay, the
Wut is about
Py Vinny,"

other thing which I was concerned and I was very upset
the-- about the pesticide issue and then I'll shut

* Supervisor Villella:
il a nice way.

"You don't have to shut up, ycu can do it
Just real quick, real quick."

Joe Gergela: "Okay. One thing that I am involved with and I've
€N involved with a lot of the environmental issues. I'm one of

€ people that wrote the breast cancer pesticide registry law of two
fdrs ago to see about the connection between cancer and pesticide

€ and ground water and the whole nine yards. And it drives me

42y when people talk with-- they don't have any idea about
#€ntific fact. I can tell you that as of right now, SClentlStS“
V€ not proved any link to cancer in pesticides. That is why--

l Supervisor villella: "All right, all right. Let's calm down.

'QEE_Eggggigi “That - is-fagtivi

Supervisor villella: "All right. Let's calm down, please.
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.1 Joe Gergela: "There are other (inaudible)."

Supervisor Villella: "All right. Let's calm down, Joe, you

3 0 B

Joe Gergela: "Anyhow, people talk without have any basis of
fact and it's inappropriate."

)

Supervisor Villella: "Thanks a lot, Joe."

Joe Gergela: "Thank you."

~ Supervisor villella: "Sorry I went over six and a half minutes.
Ut I know you had a lot to say on that."

Joe Gergela: "Thank you."

b

Supervisor Villella: "And he represents the Farm Bureau so he
iad to have something to say. Marty."

B

. Mary Sendlewski: "Good evening. Marty Sendlewski. I'll be much
icker than six minutes."
3

Supervisor villella: "I hope. Thank you."

~ Marty Sendlewski: "It would seem that there are three very
idamental issues that come to mind here. One concerning the north
Perty. There's been reports about it is developable with
ldential lots, etc. The zoning allows for recreational uses such

golf course in this type of development to be considered to
€S€ areas in our town.

i .
,‘ He had talked about rights. That's also a fact and I think
it that's something that the Board and all of us as taxpayers,

Sidents, shoylg keep in mind. That is a fact that the property
fl be developeq,

- The secong point would be that this type of development 1s

'Y vhat the town has been striving for to gain tourist type uses
. 'P¢ development that are favorable to the town. We've just seen
frident clinton play golf in the Hamptons this last week and that
9 Plg mess traffic wise, but I'm not suggesting he come here, but
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what I'm saying 1is golf courses and that type of draw for the type
of people that come and spend money and play golf, I think you have
to determine that it's a positive thing for the town of Riverhead;
it's a positive thing for our tax base and then I think the third
important point for the developer to realize is the fact that the
property south of Sound Avenue, the mirror image is true.
f the matter is that those rights have been given up. And I think
if a developer looks at that and says, you know what? The same way
ye feel we have a fact and a right to develop the north side, that's
true, they should realize that the town has a right and the fact of

2 matter is that land is preserved and should remain preserved and
the Town Board should realize that this is the type of development
we've been striving for and realize that if those avenues are taken,
hat that's what we should really hope happens in this town.

The fact

] Thank
you."

' Supervisor villella: "Thanks, Marty. Next speaker, please."
I

§ Edgar Goodale: "My name is Edgar Goodale. I'm an adjacent

wner of property that's to the Talmages. I believe I would probably

%€ adjacent to maybe the third or the fourth hcle, I'm not exactly

ire which, and I personally find myself in a bit of a quandry over
The notion of a few hundred homes going up certainly does

MErigue me. I could see a little benefit there. However, I really

Bt to tell you that being neighbors of the Talmages and knowing them

iike I do, knowing them (inaudible) that they are of their land,

Nd I fully support their development of a golf course and resort at

s particular site. 1It's their right. I'm a neighbor, I'll con-

dllle to be a neighbor and so as a neighbor I can say let them go
I through the due process."

his.

Supervisor villella: "Thanks, Edgar. Next speaker, please.”

Dan Morris: "My name is Dan Morris. I represent the Open Space
uncil. Our concerns are primarily the preservation of the what

8 been known as the Grandifolia Sandhills in a unique natural area
L Riverheag and, secondly, our concern is with the preservation ofl
1€ farmlang, particularly the 101 acres south of Sound.Avenue- It's
A Preservation. We are very concerned that any (inaudible) on that
ld be detrimental to other preservation programs.

In addition, the process that the Town of Riverhead has gone
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through so far with scoping on this project.
problems with the process. We don't think
with notification of the involved agencies
ocument. I don't believe it was provided
epartment of Health Services. There's no
ided in the records here in Town Hall and
£ the office of ecology.
fashion either.

We have a couple of
that the town has complied
with the draft scoping

to the Suffolk County
reccrd of that being pro-

conversations with pecple
They hadn't received that in a timely

And that's required under 617(8) Paragraph B of

We also think-- we're looking into the notification of Suffolk
County Legislature as a potential involved agency with the transfer
f the 101 acres of preserved farmland. They would have to vote on

that. We think that they probably should be notified. Again, we
gon't think they were properly notified.

The other issues, ecological issues will be addressed more in
€tail as the environmental impact statement comes forward. And we
dl-- one thing I'm concerned is what's-- this 500 unit hotel, it's
Be€n compared-- the area has been-- this development project has been
mpared to Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. Myrtle Beach, South
¥arolina has, probably year round golf season. We're going to be
Brating with what? Five or six months, or less. What's going to
Ppen with that 500 unit hotel in those off season. That I don't
link is addressed properly in the scope of the impact statement.

And we would conclude-- I would conclude by just saying we hope
the Grandifolia Sandhills can be preserved in some way and that

#ie farmland continues in preservation (inaudible.) Thank you."

Supervisor villella: "Thank you. Next speaker. Gordon."

w "Gordon Danby. I live in Wading River. I'm so

I can't remember whether I've voted for you guys or not.”

o Supervisor villella: "It wasn't that long, it was only whats
months, v

, M‘Y_‘ "Well, some of you. Actually I did and I must

& S0 far 11 satisfied."

W_‘ "I think everybody should have to tell us
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whether they voted for us or not."

~ Gordon Danby: "As I commented before, and you know this, you
eople have a very difficult job and you're right on the (inaudible)
f whether Riverhead is going to be remain an east end town. If
iverhead goes, the north fork goes. And these issues are difficult
nd particularly when you have a major proposal from a fine, old,

local family, not some carpetbaggers, and I know it's Very difficnlt,
I'm only going to address one point in all this because I can

ee pros and cons. But I think you should be unalterably opposed to
my finagling with the farmland preservation because that would

otally undermine the confidence of the public who have to go and vote
ioney and they've done it for years including their neighbors in the
est end, (inaudible) it's too subtle to be understood, plus the
recedent. You know that there will be (inaudible) lawyers come out

if the woodwork using that precedent, will come up with all sorts

{7 I mean, this is an honorable proposition, I recognize that. And
am not saying feel sorry for them, but a deal is a deal and just

: what it's worth I, in fact, own six acres of land myself, my

ife and I. We're not rich and we never developed it so we're not

Ust talking about things we don't (inaudible).

And I1'd like to make an aside which doesn't reflect on this
articular golf course, but just an aside, probably a waste of time.
UE, my brother-in-law loved golf. He lived for golf. Tragically
_‘ia he retired he died two years later from cancer. I joked unt%l
i€ got real sick that he got it on the golf course, but the point is
€% before he was too far gone, went over to St. Andrew's in

land, the founding place and he said it was quite rough. They
dn't put all this garbage on the grass, we should think about that."

_ Supervisor villella: “Thank you, Gordon. Next speaker, please.
® they come; they're coming out of the woodwork now. Look at them.
Joe, Rich-- who-- Joe, you go first, Joe."

. Joseph Ingegno: "Good evening. Joseph Ingegno. I've been a
®Sldent of Riverhead north of Sound Avenue for 27 years. I've been
*8€d to read a letter from Jack Van de Wetering. For those people
2% 90 not know him, Jack's the man who decides to put his money
f® his mouth is and has spent tens of thousands of dollars and
| thousands of hours planting all of the flowers you see in this
™1 at his own expense and has planted over 3,000 trees along the
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highways and byways of Riverhead over the last 15 years,

This letter is his words and I'll read it exac
gritten it. On behalf of Jack Van de Wetering, I'
s support for the zone change that the Talmage f

tly how he's
m here to express
amily is requesting.

The Talmages have lived and farmed the east end for centuries.
fiey are one of the founding families of our community.

» Their livelihood, in the horticulture industry, brings them

lose to the land every day. They are ecology minded with the various
0ps they grow like wild grasses for the wetlands and many native
lants that they cultivate for our region. They know the importance

f open spaces and share my desire to keep the east end as rural as
0ssible.

Their request for a zone change is made with the best interests
bour community in mind. The 350 acres in question, under the

esent zoning laws, could very well be divided up into lots for a
0USing development of 300 to 400 homes. Not only would this open
ace be lost forever but the families living in these homes would

t additional strain on our community services and school districts.

iur

i school taxes would have to be increased.

~ Under the Talmage plan, a gelf course would be the fecal point
£ the redevelopment with a hotel for east end guests. We still
PUld have the beauty and open space of the golf course, with its
Weeping lawns ang landscaping. The hotel would pay taxes {md help
& €conomic base of our community but we would not be putting
@itional demands on our school district.

L am in favor of granting a zoning change for this property.
P That's from Jack Van de Wetering."

"_- w Villella: "You want to continue, Joe?"

W "Yes. On a personal note of myself, I have
i the Talmage family and lived in Riverhead and worked on many
ts not particularly with the Talmage family, and.I think tr.us i
. 90°d thing for the east end. It's just not a project for River
i Put it's 5 project for all of eastern Long Island. I've

jec
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traveled to many places that have golf courses ang Properties and
roperty values as you get closer to the golf courses increase
fremendously. Properties on the golf courses are sometimes five to
n times more expensive than properties a half a mile away only
ecause of the open views of the golf and everything else. I think
he Talmage family in their long history of farming and the family
istory in this town will do the right thing. They're not going to
Wild a piece of junk. They're not going to rape the land. They're
ot going to do anything that is not legally allowed by the
Wwironmental laws and I think their request should be granted.

Supervisor Villella: "Thank you, Joe. Next speaker, please.

= Richard Amper: "Good evening. My name is Richard Amper. I'm
utive Director of the Long 1Island Pine Barrens Society and Co-
fector of an organization called East End Forever. Since everybody

o
8

baring their souls, I didn't vote for a single one of you."

‘ Supervisor villella: "vYou don't live in this town."

~ Richard Amper: "I don't live in the town but like so many
S8WUPS, not only from around the region but around the state, there's
'r;'exceedingly great interest in this particular parcel because of
8 uniqueness. I sort of probably might summarize some of what

'@ learned tonight but thank the Town Board for holding this
#e0Imational meeting and this discussion because I think it's been
Y useful. we've learned quite a few things, I think some that we

about, some that we don't.

One of the things we agree about is that the Talmages are good

; "“ We've heard that established if we didn't know that :.alx.ready.
L ®ICOounters with them in the past have always been very positive.
Séem like real good people. The neighbors have come out; the

S 8hbors like them, that's always a good sign. They've been here
B4 long time so they know the area and it must be assumed that

¥ Core about it. we find that they have rights. The Talmages

= Property rights as folks who owned the land longer thap most of
PS8 trace oyr heritage, so-- we all-- I think everybody in the

’ a9rees about all that. They shouldn't be ignored; those rights

N0
)U

#d not be ignored-- nor there should not be any delay for delay
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ake. One of the things I think we learned in the Pine Barrens
hing was that you haven't preserved anything until it
pught and paid for, until it's been secured,
ke is really not a legitimate (inaudible).

S been
Sc delay for delay

I don't believe anybody who's engaged in this process and a lot
f them have talked to me, are engaged in any personal way against

e Talmages, but the plan that they're developing will affect us ally
h, every cne of us very personally. The Talmages will go through

e process and we've heard it argued and I think everybody supports
Ué process, too. But I'd like to make a prediction and not a very
Utlandish one, that when the environmental impact statement arrives
Bre at your table, it is unlikely that it will recommend against

tils project. The standard procedure is for folks who get into real
state development and some of the Talmages are moving out of farming
W and into real estate development. That makes them different

HOm what they've been for the last 300 years and they are moving

ite real estate development and that involves a whole series of
Ocedures, including hiring experts to come in and provide you what
€y're calling the science, and I want to share with them the
omnendations-~ look to the science because you refer to some

scientists and you'll hear from others as the process moves
Iward.

 We understand the interest that that particular scientific
¥idence will have.

~ What has happened-- what's different, it's not that thig wasn't
C'4YS valuable land. The Nature Conservancy (inaudible) this

0
ol

PErty for many years and suddenly become environmental is by all
-f:the €Xperts a very environmentally significant. What thg

"189es represent a long tradition in farming; a long farming

Y just as Riverhead does. But this golf resort is going to

M€ them angd like it or not this town with them in a very new

e -19"- This is not agriculture. This is not what the Farm _
Heau hag historically stood for. Joe has to represent the economic
PNEests of jtg members but he's representing the development

B St in this particular case.

;,'Therevs also the preservation of farms, farmers and farr:ungh .
B~ 0 the line. That's what makes this one so tough. I've eir
uple Suggestions, one, that maybe the town-- I think Joe Gergela
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uggested, that the Talmages might be entertainin
ng to get the 101 acres out of the preservati
hey wouldn't make that declaration, that would be very helpful to
P lot of people in this room. That would be very, very useful. I
sard one of the Talmages say tonight that they oppose residential
development. The same time I heard some of the neighbors say that
they sort of view this as extortion, threatening to do residential
f you won't let me do the other. If they do oppose residential

evelopment as they indicated, if they will also square off the

llternative of high end residential development, I think that would
2 useful to providing a resolution.

g a notion of not
on program. If

<

Why the Pine Barrens thing worked, as Joe Gergela referred to
tand I'm just trying to think about where things work rather than
here we fought each other to a stand-off. Why the Pine Barrens
hing worked is because people worked together to find a solution
lat would work with everyone. How can we preserve Long Island's
ision of a future for farms, farmers and farming? What I'm asking
3 that the town government to work with the Talmage family, with

I8 citizens group, with the County government, and the State
Wernment to make sure that these people receive fair and just

d honest compensation acceptable to them. Not a condemnation but
Simple deal that allows the land to remain in agricultural use on
8 one hand and with the Grandifolia Sandhills are concerned,
€manently preserved.

~__We have a State clean water, clean air bond act, 1.75 bil'lion
Wilars that the people across the state have supported for this
_POSe. We have a drinking water protection program, i Bpas Spee
P9ran, a farmland preservation program, and a partnership program
the county level and soon we hope a land bank a community preserva-
" Program at the town level along with other work that has been

for preservation purposes. This is not money that goes to an
S¥ironmentalist, 1t goes to somebody who needs his land protected.

et us try in the months ahead as we go through the due process
Hi0d if they're not alternatives that we can't together discover
e alternatives that worked for us so well in the Pine Barrens‘

"‘J"i‘ﬁ Property rights were maintained but preservation was permitted.

Let
'\

® try to do that. Thanks very much."

P Spervisor Villella: "Thank you, Dick. All right. Let's go.

!
1
B o
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jou don't want me to stop the meeting now, do you?

: Because I could do
fat. I don't want to. I mean it.

Let's keep it down, please."

Brad Berthold: "My name is Brad Berthold. B-E-R-T-H-O-L-D. I
have a place in Northville."

Supervisor Villella: "They can't hear you in the back."

Brad Berthold: "I'm talking into the mike.
( "_’.»"

It must be my
I second the sentiments that Mr. Amper just discussed here.

was looking into some Riverhead history on the world wide web and

found the Talmage web site which I found to be very interesting.

t explains a little bit of the history of the Talmage family. I

ent tc the New York State College of Agriculture where many of the

lalmage people have gone. I knew that they had a sterling name in
iculture in Riverhead since its founding. I think they were part

*= and maybe correct me if I'm wrong-- the original 16 divisions of

kmland on the north fork by the founding fathers. The original

fmers all got several sections, 250 acre sections, to farm and
€y're still on that property.

HR Talmage was one of the leaders in agriculture in Riverhead
leading civic citizen. As it says in the web site, he founded
lVerhead's first phone company, organized the Long Island Potato
elange and the Cauliflower Association, and sought support for the
Unding of the Long Island Vegetable Research Farm which is operated
¥y Lornell University right next to their farm which has helped

ters since its inception here in Riverhead.

- They also sought support for the founding of the public beach

Reeves park and were founders of Central Suffolk Hospital as has
&l mentioned here.

What seems disturbing to me as I think Mr. Amper—- o

kM’Jr villella: "No. You have to address us, please.
Qll) yOU."

M@_@_‘i_ﬂ "What seems disturbing to me as I think Mr. Amper
i entioned this, is somehow something seems toO be changing anc_i
© Change of zone application and golf course somehow seems an 1COn
" "0t just the history of farming in Riverhead, but the future of
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‘;ir farm. They've been leaders in adapting to different farming
jquirements in Riverhead as he says Mr. Talmage said. The potatoes
puld probably find some other way to farm, keeping going, which is
important to us all in Riverhead. One of the other things on the

ite is a message from Nathanial Talmage, one of the patriarchs to

§ children which I will be able to provide to the Board and it says
ou are helping run a farm now. This is to his descendants-- guard
well the soil. We're fortunate that we've been trusted with a share
f the good earth. From it has come our livelihood and if we care

for it well it will provide for us in years to come.

But it's not only ourselves that we must think for millions of
the earth's people depend on the soil of our country. Our good soil
8 been building up for untold ages and yet its productivity can
lost in a few short years of careless handling. May it never be
d of us that we have been unfaithful stewards of the goocd earth.
it is important that we carefully conserve the fertility cof our
lds so that future generations may share in their bounty. And it
on to say be thankful that your lot has been cast in the
ryside. Here in the beauty of the sky and fields and trees it
sier to know and serve God and it is easier, too, to know and
your fellow man. Here is where we know all of our neighbors for
they are, without regard to race or creed or social position.
80 it is children that stewardship applies to all of life, the
d, the family, the community, and the world.

. And T feel that stewardship applies to all of us, too, equa}ly
“0 the field, the family, the community and the world. And I_thlnk
“;s incumbent on the Town Board to see that this is the turning
WINt for agriculture in Riverhead. Our community is still based on
iCulture, tourism and fishing. This may be a bocm to tourists
; me respect but somehow it seems a sad turning point that this
~40ing farm family who's been here since Riverhead was formed
*€Ntially, that has now gotten to the point where it becomes
I . S2TY to change their way of life and change the use of this

4 from farming to some other use and I'm just fearful. I think
:'§ why this draws so much attention not only because of the
lofolia sandhills, not only because of the effects on the
:and Preservation Program which is feared will weaken, but some-
Wit seems we're starting to turn a corner in Riverhead. This is
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really the gateway to the north fork, the gateway to Riverhead.
[ just think it's disturbing to hear some of the things that this

might result in as far as farming's future in Riverhead and indeed
he future of the town itself.

And

So I hope you can do a thorough job and take into consideration
all the effects of (inaudible) possibly the Talmages may be able to
ell this to a preservation program and that might be one way to
fnaudible) situation. I certainly hope so. Thank you."

Supervisor Villella: "Thank you very much.
are you doing, Bill? The other mike."

Yes, please. How

Bill Schmidt: "Thanks, Vinny. I'm Bill Schmidt.
id farmer just to the east of the Talmages. I'm also president of

2 Long Island Farm Bureau. We had as Joe had mentioned earlier, a
geting last month where the Talmages made a presentation of the
f0posed project. Again, I was probably more nervous at that meeting
d I've been president for almost three years, than I'm here right
W. There was many past presidents, many farmers-- influential

ers from the Riverhead area that attended that meeting. We
isCussed in great length the 100 plus acres south of Sound Avenue
85ibly being transferred and putting development rights back on
lat property for the golf course and there's basically no way that
€ could support anything like that. Once the development rights

€ sold, they're sold. That's it. Whether they give us 100 acres
+ 200 acres elsewhere, we'll try and preserve those in another way.
#M€re's no, you know, it has to stay in farmland. We couldn't do
f'ling that might take the integrity of the program and the
fifidence that the public has in it.

I'm a neighbor

- On the other hand, the area north of Sound Avenue, the develop-
© Iights are intact. They have the right, I guess, you know,

= Possible hcusing or whatever. The general feeling of our beard
* that this is the type of project that the Town of Riverhead seens
8¢ looking for, (inaudible) tourism, etc. Not too heavily a
¥eloped area with the golf course, what have you.

B Mr. Amper had mentioned possibly purchasing the development
0L north of Sound Avenue. That's a fine idea but there is one
o, Chat the Board has to remember, this program is voluntary. I
S know if the Talmage family is interested in selling thelr
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property north of Sound Avenue. They have every right and as Joe
has said in the past and other people, there's a due process to do
hat they can to benefit maybe them, their family, you know, this
§ America. They have that right to do what they can north of Sound
fvenue. And I would support the project. Thank you."

Supervisor Villella: “Thanks, Bill. Yes, please. Go ahead."

Harry Katz: "Hi. My name is Harry Katz.

I live in Southold.
L used to live in the Town of Riverhead S0, you

know-- "

Adam Grossman: "Could you spell your last name, I'm sorry."

: Harry Katz: "K-A-T-Z. You know, obviously I'm not directly
mpacted. I don't live near there anymore, but the Talmage, of
lirse, they are wonderful people and very nice and nobody can say
ything bad about them. But the fact of the matter is I don't think
€y should be given special privileges just because they've been
e for 10-- 12 generations. You know, that's great, but, you know,
fher people could come in with similar prcjects on Sound Avenue.
#at would keep them from commercial development too. This is zoned
€8idential and agriculture. If the Town of Riverhead wants to see a
iercial development along Sound Avenue, that's okay. That should
€ Part of a master plan. But I don't see what special privilege or
€Mption should be given on land that's zoned agricultural and
8idential for a hotel. I'm not concerned about the golf course,

I think a 500 unit hotel is not part of the-- that's going too
ot 50, I really feel that before the Town approves a project
P€ this, they better think about what other farmers are going to do
4 90und Avenue and every farmer, every property owners on Sound
o .© should get the same kind of hearing that the Talmages are

BEiNg if they come up with a good proposal for hotels and other

95 that come along. So I do hope that you consider this. Thank

i3

Sumarwvillella: "Thank you. Next. Jim."

din Flood: "Jim Flood, Aquebogue. I'd just like to say that

B ® 90ing to be a tremendous pressure for housing development

- Ve decided to-- when we sold the core, now we're looking-=
BRE0e Towun Board ang the Town itself has decided that they're going
©*° Vith light industry and there's going to be people, hopefully,
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that they'll be coming out and working in light industry and once
they get to see the place they're going to fall in love with it just
like I did 11 years ago and they're going to be looking for a home.
80 there's going to be tremendous pressure in the Town in the next
years for additiconal housing. Which is going to, whether you
ike it or not, 1lmpact severely the school district. So when Mr.
jalmage-- the second part of it is that this is exactly what we're
kind of looking for. The people who live in this Town, not the
gople who come from Westchester and go out to Shelter Island or the
eople who live in Westhampton who developed, sold all their farms
r* developed all of their land-- I'm not caring about them. I'm

ng about the people-- I think we should be concerned about the
le in the Town who are worried about the tax base and what I'm
ng the Town will do is consider the Talmage's property, their
to develop that, including the hotel and golf course. 1It's
Xactly what I believe the Town Board is looking for as far as
leveloping a recreational area rather than a housing area where
ople will come out, visit, play three or four or five golf courses

the course of a week, go downtown, shop and eat in our
aurants, and then leave. And not impact our school district.

They're not threatening us with building 400 houses or 300

€s. But that can become a reality and what I'd like to see is a
course. A golf course that will bring out people that don't

Ve here, let them stay a week, buy things, and then leave. I

ok it's-- because our school district, and you know it as well
§1do, I have four kids in four different schools in this Town

i@ when we listen to a man whe lives adjacent to the Talmage

%Perty and whose on the site based management team for Riley Avenue
01, he tells you, a neighbor of the Talmages and a member of‘the
based management team that we cannot, cannot, put anotlfmer kid
hat school without adding to the school. So we're looking

ty much, right now, I believe at building another school no

®r what and housing, we never get back the money that we spend
3 dollars on housing. But we will gain manyfold from the

pot induStry that this project will create. Thank you."

@w Villella: "Thanks, Jim. Yes."

Paul Schilling: "Good evening. My name is Paul Schilling.
o 2 !

B I-L-L-T-N-G. I'm a third generation summer person out here.
P8Y taxes, don't impact your school. So I'll take a thank you.



'8/3/1998minutes 1833

I've watched it, you know, since I've
know. The change is the cne thing we
yroperty is going to change. We have
the land of what we want. The threat of 400 houses isn't 3 threat;
£ an economic reality. The property will be developed. They have
he right. How do we make the best choices? 1In my opinion, a golf
Jurse is a low impact use of that property. Ideally I would love

that we had the 30 million dollars to turn it over to the Talmages;
reserve the dunes. We don't have the tax base out here to do that.

been here forever as far as I
can all count on that the
to direct it as stewards of

S0, what do you want? Where do you want to go? And I think
t's a pretty good use. That would be a good thing. That would
génerate tax base and it would help better schools in this area."

- Supervisor Villella: "all right.
he audience, please,"

Let's have it down, quiet in

Paul Schilling: "That's fine."

Supervisor villella: "Good. Next speaker, please."

Paul Smith: "Good evening. Paul Smith."
\

Supervisor villella: "That's easy encugh. Spell that."

Paul Smith: "From Holbrook. The sudden focus on the Sandhills
Smated but the fact is destruction of pristine
Wironment is so intense world wide as it is locally. There aren't
8l sites left such as this and those are threatened as well!.. I
#¥e in an incredibly overpopulated and overdeveloped area with few
B8d areas ang those are now being developed as well. I live just
Uiles west of Riverhead in Holbrook. I look to Riverhead and the
L0 fork for my escape from this. I freguent this area ar}d BINIEET
§ beaut i fy] landscape and historic landmark preserve. This area
Y vacationland and it has much to offer. I am, therefore, a
Wrist here in Riverhead and the north fork. We need not attractf

€ S0 calleq world class tourists; we have 10 to 15 million tourists
ght heI-e in New York Clty- Aren't they world class?

. 1fwe coulg package in this area here carefully not to disturb
_unlqueness, we will have everything that no one else has, .6.1
B2 environment . And that in itself would be world class.
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Supervisor Villella: "Thank you. Hey, hold up.
Charlie, you know-- you know better than that.
you out with the dunce hat after this."

Come on,
I've got to single

Bob Wesalowski: "My name is Bob Wesalowski. I'm a life long
resident of Riverhead. For the past 30 years a resident and neighbor
if the Talmage family. 1I'd like to (inaudible) the Town Board

looking back in time, recent time, when they just built that new
water tower to the west of the Talmage farm. Use those ground rules
and 0'kay their proposed golf course. Thank you."

-
© Supervisor Villella: "Thank you. Next."
h

o Valerie Goode: "valerie Goode. I'm a local real estate broker.
gﬂwn Colony Realty in Aquebogue and I's a resident of Baiting Hollow.
'm in complete favor of this project. One thing that hasn't been
iéntioned tonight is the transfer of development rights program.
Brth of Sound Avenue, is a designated receiving area. The density,
therefore, could be much greater than just good old one acre zoning.
¥ people that are opposed to this project should bear that informa-
8100 in mind and we also do need a hotel. 1I've been selling real
state since 1978. They used to come out, pick a box of strawberries
dhead for the LIE. Now they want a place to stay. They want to
) £0 the wineries, they want to play golf, they want to go to Tanger.
€ have developed our vision for tourism. Let's keep going with it;
's a good thing. 1It's not factories and, you know, polluting

try. And it's visually a pleasure to drive pass a golf course.
I say let's have it. Bring a swing."

r
E\ Supervisor villella: "Okay. Thank you. Next speaker, please.

'« Davig, "
)

o Lester pavis: ‘"Lester Davis, Baiting Hollow. (inaudible)
?ﬂe~f75;5;735_55d operated a farm in Coram for 65 years, I became
8€d to open Spaces such as Riverhead (inaudible). We moved to
tVerhead next to a golf course and a nursery where we have lived

o the past six years. The Talmage property is only a e

I8 yards on the other side of us where we live now and if that
Lo TtY, meaning the Talmage property, if it's converted to houses,
" Probably move again, mainly because of the increased tax
Blity generateq by the houses that probably, well, okay, by the
—5S+ will be-- the taxes increase. Our taxes will probably, we
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stimate about $1,000 and, of course, it will be a ripple affect all

cross the Town. Realize houses would affect the taxes on farms and
ther businesses.

Now, on the subject of I know there was a question raised here
rlier by a lady who-- how this might come a about, and I can tell
gu how it affected us in Coram. The tax (inaudible) houses, people,
ot to the point that our taxes were increased to almost $40,000 a

ar and drove us 0off the farm. To argue against a golf course, and
environmental standpoint, does not make sense since modern golf
urses care-- modern golf course care, is now more environmentally
lendly compared to the same property going into (inaudible) time

id time again. And in light of the foregoing, we wholeheartedly
pport the use of the Talmage property for golf course use. Thank

vy M
.

Superviscr Villella: "Thank you. Next speaker, please. Yes,

. Anthony Castalano: "Good evening. My name is Anthony Castalano

h Wading River. I just want to say I categorically oppose the

I can fully appreciate the citizenship of the Talmage

ilily. No one doubts that. But it's really irrelevant to the issue

; The parcel to the south of Sound Avenue has been protected

there s absolutely no reason that I can see why that should be
Cinded at this point in time. And as far as the other piece of

Perty, I think that the people have commissioned our government

4lectively to preserve properties that are identified as

Wironmentally sensitive and I think that's exactly what we have

'€ and I think that the people are looking for the government to,

U know, to follow their request and to try to preserve that

Moperty and also to reimburse the, you know, the Talmage family.
S8K you very much."

- Supervisor villella: “Thank you. Anyone else? Steve.”

_ Steve Haizlip: "I would like to be able to speak at this time
T ~\ﬁ_
- €an get my grandson home."

Supervisor villella: "All right."

Steve Haizlip: “"Steve Haizlip of Calverton. You know, something
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in't right here. You don't go on a (inaudible) 54 years ago and

ight for the right of free speech and the right to use your land

d develop it as you see fit. There's been too much Gestapo in this

state and county and so forth that tries to prevent people from deing
at they would like to do. I understand control is required and I'm
full believer in control on things. But at the same time, we have

0 be reasonable and as I read in the News-Review, a nice lady from
iding River wrote that we have to stop working for these high

owered government officials which I call at the same time they

gcome government extortionists. Now, I think it was about 1993,

£, Schulman (phonetic) owned the land in the back of me. He wanted
0 put up a (inaudible) condominiums and all kinds of pavilions and

fat have you. Well, at that time, nobody went for it. Then he

ome back and he said he wanted to make a golf course. We went for

€y Open space, let's have it. Green, serene, and, I've got it

ight in the back of the house. I have no complaints with it and
ieone mentioned about tco much pesticides, fertilizers on the

und. wWell, let's face it. If you had 400 houses there and every-

dy was out putting fertilizers and pesticides on the yard, you'd

& probably worse off than you would if you had a good specialist

it knows how to do a golf course. And Mr. Schulman has one of
i0se type of people in there.

Now, the golf course out in Greenport is on a very low water

I don't know if they went all through this controversy or not
But it is thriving and it is flourishing. Aand I dqn't
W Mr. Talmage perscnally at all. I've only seen him twice 1n my
€ in there. But from the two times that I did speak with him,
'S a gentleman and if he can-- he deserves if this is his mind
is his notion now to do this and he wants to do it, let him

Supervisor villella: "Thank you, Steve. Next speaker. Yes.”

. Frank\Palmer_: "My name is Frank Palmer. I'm from (inaudible)
Nt Company. I live in Southampton but my children a:md my
dChildl‘en live in Baiting Hollow. I looked a little bit at this
LJSCt and I think you just have to look at 116 years of steward-
g -"c not deing anything to that dune, I don't Fhlnk that in the
L9 of a golf course that that dune is any way in danger. I

MK it would pe part of the golf design.
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. secondly, I know there's a lot of concern about whether this

s a viable project. 1I've been in this business for 40 years and

je had 100 golf courses, with a population of 700,000 people on

g Island. Today we have 2,700,000 and we've got 115 golf courses.
he roads from New York are much better. This is definitely a

purist area. I don't see how you can possibly look away from this
reject. I think the economic benefits to the community would be

pod. I think it has a good solid base. I think the wildlife would
penefit tremendously."”

Supervisor Villella: "All right. Hold up.

Let's go."

Frank Palmer: "I let them have their say and I think-- "

Supervisor Villella: "Correct. Let him talk."

Frank Palmer: "I think I know what I'm talking about on this
Sue. Wildlife lives on the edge of woodlands. Golf courses are
linarily woodland with roads cut between them. They go to the
odland for shelter; they come out to the edge to eat. As soon as
cut a golf course into a woodland, the birds increase, the

aWks increase, small animals increase.

“" There was some mention of some rather unusual, like the green
flake. I don't know how that would intereact, but as far as hawks
 far as normal garden snakes, as far as rabbits, all of those

4gs here-- all of those things do better on a golf course than

'in the woodlands. And there's plenty of documentation to back
flat up,

I would urge the Board to look favorably on the project.”

.Supervisor Villella: "Thank you. Henry. Henry, I'm sorry. I
t see your hand up before."

fenry pfeiffer: “That's all right. 1I've been around a long:
on \‘_
,g Fine, Henry Pfeiffer, Wading River. As a matter of fact, I've
€l aroung

1 long enough that when I was born, the Dead Sea was i
o, FEOM the beginning of recorded time, a force that has Y
relled human civilization onward has been changed. In fact, the
. Unaudible) that we can point to in our life 1S change, and o
=°r this change is done by nature, (inaudible) plates shifting or
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by that so called intelligent two legged creature called a human
j_ng. And there's been a great deal of that has been
ay life time. I don't want to go back 300 years ago wh
first started poisoning the land out here with their ch
‘ want to go back to the turn of the centur

going on in

en the farmers
emicals, I

y when we changed

And we have to understand that the individual himself has a
particular interest that he's going to pursue and though it may not
supported by us (inaudible) and so forth, you've got to look at
it. How the farmer out here-- and I've heard them speak tonight I
elieve they were farmers or their representatives spoke about pre-
erving the farms, open space. I don't know there's any trees on
the farms. Didn't we make a change (inaudible)? We tore down a

town of trees, we (inaudible), we leveled the thing off and as a
atter of fact, I've seen them out there with those machines; I wish
fey'd take care of my lawn. But they keep changing and altering

| e heard tonight several pecple speak about the horror of the
emicals that might be placed on the golf course. Compared to

Mat they put on the golf course, I think the amount that's put on
#ly farn is probably 100 times more in an age of chemicals. And

b fast as we determine-- determines that this chemical is harmful,
£ can be harmful to animal life; the native life there can be

@rnful to the human being which we're concerned with and so forth.
i€ farmer responds as he should by withdrawing their chemicals.but
#ien he immediately comes up with other chemicals which he continues
¥ PUL down until they determine that is harmful. Okay.

[ happen to

be-- let's say perusing and in the introductory
arks there'

‘ ; ameng the things they speak that the reason for
“ablishing g constitution is apart from the common defense and so
Bt on, provide for the general welfare. And I think that's up
fhis Particular Board to consider all the elements that have
Provided to you here tonight. Look them over very carefully,
them very careful, and do what you can to provide for the
1l welfare of the people of Riverhead. Thank you."

,.Su fvisor villella: “"Thank you, Henry. Any other speakers?
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John Turner: "Good evening, Supervisor Villella, Members of
the Town Board. My name 1is John Turner and I serve as the

inaudible) Director of the Resource Commission which is a state
snmission established to undertake studies relating to both Long
sland and New York State water resource use and I'm also here on
ehalf of the Task Force for Long Island Sound, which is also a

I've previously commented on behalf of those two bodies before
ith regards to the scoping hearing that was held and I was just
loping to reiterate some of those issues to you very briefly in
Opes that they may find their way into the scoping documents

onight. I'm hoping to have the Town Board consider amending the
§oping document to include these.

The first point I wanted to make is that the section dealing

Mith alternatives should be expanded tc include at least two other
iternatives in addition to those that are rightfully recommended in
e scoping document. One of those happens to be the full acquisition
fiternative. It's one of those recommendations that we made. I

flink Dick Amper made the point very well when he indicated that

fre are a whole hosts of local and county and state programs that

Ve been develcped-- which tax dollars are spent to try and protect
Portant agricultural and ecological resources and given the

fiStance of all those programs, it is perfectly reasonable to

15CUSs the possibility of acquisition of scme or all of the property
9l Question,

And, along that line, I want to agree with what I heard the
0 Bureau representative, Mr. Gergela, say, was regard to the tax
Pt and it's something I hope that you would consider in requir-
. 10 the scoping document, that is, the tax impacts and various
fhatives, T think you'll find that as he pointed out, any

8T Of studies have doumented that open space is your best buy
20 that if that property was acquired partially or fully, SoieRx
act.to the town would be the least impactive than any other
1410 you coyld find. (inaudible) is minimal and you get tl‘xe
Eflt‘-S 0f the open space preservation. So I urge that th?t,l?sue
£ “overed in the scoping document as well as also the pOS?le'.llty
¢luster subdivision alternative which you can figure it in
“Llerent ways to see if you could come up with one that 1s
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environmentally benign and can, you know, fall within the carrying
gapacity of the property.

Another issue that I wanted to make a point of urging the

gcoping document-- is the issue of consistency. This whole-- very
§ignificant proposal is not happening in a vacuum. There are a whole
gst of state and county and local plans and policies that it may be
ery consistent with or be inconflict with. TIt's impertant, I think,
rom you perspective as the decision makers on this to understand

Ow this propcsal falls in place with all those propcsals. Wwhat I
ean by that are things like the draft Long Island Sound Management
plan, the State's Open Space Plan, the Town's master plan and vision

flat you had for the town on the County Farmland Preservation Program
nd others.

Last point I'd like to make about amending the scoping document
to include some more rigorous requirement about understanding how
¢ Sandhills was created and to refer to the Ralph Good article as
€ scoping document does, is (inaudible) source would be a major,
jor mistake. If you look at that article, that article barely
$8Cribes the geology of the property and it only does to then lean
It0 a discussion about the vegetation. Ralph Good and his wife
*L€ Vegetation scientists, they were not geologists and, again, to
ly on that, to understand the geology there, I think it would be a
Jor mistake and lead to that section of the DEIS being deficient.

70 just close with an observation if I may, and that is that

€ Talnage family seems surprised that there's been a fair amcunt

® %Pposition and the depth of that opposition and concern about the
PJect. And I guess 1I'd say that I'm surprised that they're '
#Prised in that there are two very troubling aspects of the project
fany people. One of them happens to be, what has already been
feussed at length and that is the proposal to pull out of tk'1e
Emlang Preservation Program the 101 acres to the south. Belng
Olved for years in open space acquisition efforts, I can tell you
4t puplic trust would be absolutely undermined if the type.of

L ation that is proposed here was to happen and to happen in other
#€s.  Ang that the preservation of parkland and natural resr?urces
: € given a virtually a fatal blow, because what the public has
S believeg is when they've acquired a property, eithgr full fee
; 1e Of some interest in that property, that it's sometplng that -
"~ b done in perpetuity and will benefit that generation and al

o
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flture generations. 1It's a very, very significant thing."

Supervisor Villella: "Okay. Thank you very much.

I appreciate
Any other speakers? Yes, MaryL®

Mary Lamont: "My name is Mary Lamont and I've heard various
ople here tonight speak about how beautiful Myrtle Beach is and
ilton Head. Riverhead is beautiful. No one can deny that. River-
ead is beautiful. The Grandfolia Sandhills is beautiful. And let
j¢ remind everyone here, this is a globally rare eco-system. It's
lobally rare. And we have it in Riverhead. We're so fortunate;
‘re so lucky. 1It's a state rarity; it's a globally rare eco-
ystem. It should be preserved entirely. Thanks."

- Supervisor Villella: “Thank you. Any other speakers? If not,
== whoops, sorry. They're getting up now."

Marsha Slotkin: "Good evening. I'm Marsha Slotkin. I agree
Ms. Lamont. 1I've been there. I don't-- I hope you go see this
e because the trees are extraordinary; they're gnarled and

're heroic and they're holding up that (inaudible) bluff, and
By're configrations are astounding and the sandunes are (inaudible)
id you should go and see just to satisfy yourselves about what's
ire and what we have. And we know that the Talmage family is not
YeIse to land swapping because of what they propcsed on Sound
Mue. Why not swap north of Sound Avenue? Let them build a
#8%f Course. They want a golf course. Let them build a worl@ glass
£ course somewhere else that's not so environmentally sensitive.
= fan do.  (inaudible) I mean we can raise funds; we can somehow

£ the land to build that golf course. They've got this desire, let
S do it but not there. Thank you."

Supervisor villella: "Thank you. I heard a clap, okay. VYes."

Edward Pertjle: "Edward pertile. I just have a few things to
~575;ﬂﬁ?75§§—55e—- p-E-R-T-I-L-E-- the best use of the parcel
t's in question is as it is right now. That's the flrs§ thing.

' econd thing is I'm not against golf courses, but I think there
ther-- plenty of other areas that could be built for a golf )
"¢ and I think that could satisfy a lot of pro-golf course peop.e
m1; P4 the third thing is, even if they do develop this }ntoha

= Course, I think you're still going to have more people in the
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chool and you're still going to have to dev
hat's not going to stop your schools from e
joing to stop development in Riverhead.
fhank you."

elop more schools.
xpanding and it's not
I don't think this (inaudible).

. Supervisor Villella: "Thank you. Anyone else like to speak?
>“.. "

Kenneth Petz:

"Vinny, is there an easel we can uge Loe- B

Supervisor Villella: "There's one right back here.

et the five minutes until you're ready with the easel.
iing to talk to us, Ken. Thank you."

I won't
You're

Kenneth Petz: "I'm Kenneth Petz and I'm the managing member of
dfaditional Links. Traditional Links has an agreement with the

image family to develop approximately 450 acres of land (inaudible)
las of today, we own. The portion of the land the family owns is
mmonly referred to as (inaudible). On that map it's basically
8 blue, the green and the parcel labeled Farmland Preservation
gram. The Talmage family has used this resource for farming
POSes and now through their commitment to Traditional Links, they
€ decided to utiligze the land in a way that will enable many
S people to enjoy what they have for over a century.

This land is without question quite beautiful. It has a great
Versity of both topography and character with rolling farmlands
the south and hills and Long Island Sound frontage to the north.
dits these characteristics coupled with the site's excellent scil
WB0Sition that make it ideal for golf course development and that
¥hat attracted us to it. Those characteristics would lead us to
SI8Ve that we can bring world class golf to the Town of Riverhead.

* Is this lang unique? We certainly think so. Is it beautiful?
Bt question. Is there a law that precludes the development or
Uires that it be preserved in its current state? Absolgtely not.
Town zoning laws and the Coastal Erosion Hazard (inaudible)
Betions are to the best of our knowledge the only regulatory

BEictions that apply to this property.

B Svertheless, we are respectful of this site's natural
HICes and it our objective to create a plan that integrates a
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golf resort and residential uses (inaudible) in accordance with the

fown (inaudible) policy objectives in a way that would preserve and
nhance its beauty forever.

Are we proposing to change this land? Admittedly. But in doing
0 we intend to preserve its character by utilizing many of its
jeautiful natural features. That is why we hired Ben Krenshaw and

s golf coursearchitect partner, Bill (inaudible), to design and
gild our courses. We could have hired any one of today's great

)1f course architects but we hired Ben and Bill because they are

own in the industry as (inaudible) which means that they're

To those of you who are not familiar with their work, they
puilt the sandhills in (inaudible) Nebraska, which is now ranked by
)Lf Week magazine as the number one golf course in America built
ter 1960. I have great confidence in them and I know that

gether if we are granted this change of zone, we will build the
pe of golf course that pecple will come from around the world to
Verhead to play. And this will certainly help Riverhead become

€ recreation destination that is has been seeking to be and to
tract people to the town that will spend their money here.

© 1 dc truly believe that we have the opportunity to create some-
ling here that the people of Riverhead will be very proud cf.

One of the primary purposes of SEQRA and the process of pre-

ing an Enviornmental Impact Statment is to identify the sitefs

tural resources and to assess the impacts and benefits of various
Velopment alternatives. This will enable the Town to make informed
Cisions with respect to this property's development within the
ftext of the Town code as well as its economic and social objectives.

Sered about this property both here and in the press.
~-Wing the submission of our DEIS, I'm sure there will be a DEIS
"9 at which people will have-- concerned parties will have an
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gpportunity to make both verbal and written comments that be
ncorporated into the final environmental impact statement. Until
hen and throughout this process, I would ask everybody involved to
keep an open mind and refrain from the nasty personal attacks that
have enveloped this project today. I would hope that we can

have productive discussions about this property's development with-
gt vilifying the individuals involved.

At this time, I'd like to review and clarify some of the facts
elating to this property and its development. We did not initiate
invent the idea of bringing resort development to the Town of
lverhead and more housing. The Town of Riverhead did. 1In 1981,
" Town adopted into its code the recreational district overlay
pning that we are seeking. 1In doing so, identify resort develop-
ient as desirable for the Town, particularly in the areas along the

ong Island Sound which include this property. 1In that regard, what

} are proposing and the change of zone that we have applied for

ls squarely within the parameters of policy that the Town has
itablished.

|

As you can see from the zoning analysis that's up there, there
€ three zoning districts on this property. The 80 acre parcel
ich is yellow colored, which we actually just acquired today, is
ned Recreational District. It's not zoned Residential A, it's not
Ed Agriculture A, it's zoned Recreational District as we speak."

Superviscr Villella: "Excuse me. You can continue."

Kenneth Petz: "Okay.
and pblye--

On the Talmage family land colored green

Supervisor villella: "We'll give you a little bit more time to
ish up. "

Kenneth Petz: "Thank you."

,it “MOr villella: "A minute and a half. Sorry. Seriously,

Kenneth petgz: i is this, golf is a permitted use on

& ,————. r€tz: "The point 1s thisS, g :

= A6 A land and the recreational district land. It's not a Pirmltted
*€ M the Residence A land. The-- and, therefore, golf for al



g/3/1998minutes -

itents and purposes is not a permitted use on this site. We're
king for the change of zone be given to us for the blue and the

gen, the Res and the Ag, be the same zoning that exists on the
rcel immediately to the west that is yellow.

It exists today,
at's what we're asking for.

. Everybody has talked about housing as a threat. Housing is not
threat. Housing is a functional reality of the zoning of this
operty absent the change of zone. That's what it is. We are re-

ired by the Town in our DEIS to study the housing alternative,
ich we have been doing in any event.

. This is the yield map that we're required to study. It shows
0 units on the site. That's the functional reality of the zoning
f this property. We didn't create that. That's what the zoning

n this property allows us to develop."

Supervisor Villella: "Quiet. Hey, I wouldn't want to remove
U, please. Just be quiet. You have-- listen, I know it is. This

‘informational, we have to listen to whatever is important. I
Quld appreciate-- finish up."

. Kenneth Petz: "The point is, Vinny, that's the as of right use.
didn't create that. That is the only economically viable alterna-

that we have absent the change of zone. That's the backdrop to
48 situation. Okay."

Supervisor villella: "I appreciate it; thanks a lot. Okay:
ity for the disturbance. If there's no cther speakers, I was just
: 3 n
9 to say I was so proud-- Charlie, you spoke. No, seriously.

. Charles Cetas: "I've got to respond to a couple-- no, because
1 \‘———-—- . . = "
'g Was a couple accusations made I think I would like

- Supervisor villella: "I don't think-- no one's throwing tr}ings
anybody. We're just listening to people. I'll give you a minute.

! this is it, 7This is the last one. Just a minute, Charlie.
"s it.“

_Charles cetas: "well, I think that there was a couple things
= \\-—-‘ b .

€ that the environmental groups have something personal agam;t
© Talnages. fThat is not true. That is absolutely false. , for
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ne, my father was a (inaudible) at the Long Island Vegetable

gsearch Farm for 30 years. He knew the Talmages very well. He
grked with them to help them farm their land. As a child I remember
ing to Grange meetings with Nat Talmage Sr. being there. My
yther played the organ for John Talmage, Jr.'s wedding to Lori

almage. For me-- for them to say-- accuse me, I take it personally."

Supervisor Villella: "I don't think they-- "

Charles Cetas: "Okay. Well, a statement was made that the
wironmental groups-- and I'm the person-- "

Supervisor Villella: "You've got five seconds."

Charles Cetas: "-- that the environmental groups have personal

lings against the Talmages. That is not true. We understand the
dperty rights issue-- "

Supervisor Villella: "Okay, Charlie, thank you, Charlie.

lieve me, I don't think anyone was saying that against-- as a

ter of fact, I was very proud of everybody in this room, the way

S meeting was handled, except for just one little outbreak, but
t's all right because you get, you know, caught up in things. But
ant to thank everybody for being here. Excuse me."

Unidentified: (Inaudible)

Supervisor Villella: "“You can't ask that-- I don't know; I

't have the answer. Okay. When the EIS report comes out you can
 all these questions. That's when it comes out, seriously. I

it t0 thank everybody. I just closed the informational meeting."

Meeting adjourned: 9:36 p.m.

el S



