10/21/2003minutes 32

Minutes of a Community Development Agency Town Board Meeting held
by the Town Board of the Town of Riverhead at Town Hall, 200 Howell
Avenue, Riverhead, New York, on Tuesday, October 21, 2003, at 7:00

p.m.

Present:
Robert Kozakiewicz, Chairman
Edward Densieski, Member
James TLull, Member
Barbara Blass, Member
Rose Sanders, Member

Also Present:

Barbara Grattan, Town Clerk
Dawn Thomas, Esqg., Town Attorney
Absent:
Andrea Lohneiss, Director
Chairman Kozakiewicz: “"Are you handling that for us today,

Madam Clerk? Okay.”

Barbara Grattan: “Okay, CDA is open.”

Resolution #22

Barbara Grattan: “Resolution #22, Councilwoman Sanders.”

Member Blass: “Before you introduce- I would like to offer an
amendment to this resolution in light of the fact that we expect this
to be an interim measure, I think the 30 year period maybe excessive
and it may give us too much time and not enough of an incentive to get
a permanent facility constructed. So I would like to make the term of
the lease a period not to exceed five years as opposed to 30 and that
is in the second Whereas and in the first Resolve clause.”

Barbara Grattan: “What is i1t, Barbara? ©Not to exceed five- ™
Member Blass: “Five years— for a period of five years.”
Chairman Kozakiewicz: “So just to be adcurate, we're going to

delete of and 30 and insert not to exceed five.”
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Member Blass: “How about just five years?”

Chairman Kozakiewicz: “"Are we just going to say of five years?
Okay. Just to be correct. Okay, good.”

Member Blass: “Yes. Five yearsifr

Chairman Kozakiewicz: “All right.”

Member Blass: 7 “In those two paragraphs.”

Chairman Kozakiewicz: “Very good. Any other amendments? Any

. other discussion?”

Mermber Sanders: “Other than the fact that I don’t know if this
would be appropriate, but I guess I’1l find out by asking. Would it
make sense to take Resolution 1162 and 1163 out of order to follow
this resolution? Because it all has to do with the same subject and
it would be easier to follow along if we were to do them. I'm sorry?”

Member Densieski: "I think taking them out of order is just
going to—- ™

Member Sanders: “Do what?”
Member Densieski: “-- disrupt- whatever you want.”
Member Sanders: “We’ve taken resolutions out of order before.

I'm just asking.”

Chairman Kozakiewicz: "Well, we have to finish the CDA portion
first. So let’s finish the CDA- ™

Member Sanders: “Thank you.”

ANY

Chairman Kozakiewicz: -— and then if there’s a motion to take
the other resolutions out of order and everybody agrees, we can move
to that. So let’s finish the CDA portion of it- ™

Member Sanders: “Fine.”

Chairman Kozakiewicz: “-- and then go to the Town Board
meeting.”

Barbara Grattan: “Is anybody going to second Barbara’s— ™
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Member Sanders: “Second.”

Chairman Kozakiewicz: “Okay. That’s a second to- on the
amendment. Okay, so vote on the amendment, is that what we’re doing
first? Okay, vote on the amendment which is to delete 30, insert
five.”

The Vote: “Sanders, yes; Blass, yes; Densieski, yes; Lull, yes;
Kozakiewicz.”

Chairman Kozakiewicz: “Yes, on the amendment.”

Barbara Grattan: “"Now we’re going to vote on— ™

Chairman Kozakiewicz: “The resolution as amended.”

Member Sanders: “Ready? Okay. This resolution- the Community

Development Agency for lease of property located at EPCAL Calverton
Community Center. So moved.”

Member Blass: “And seconded.”

Chairman Kozakiewicz: “Moved and seconded.”

The Vote: “Sanders, yes; Blass, yes; Densieski.”
Member Densieski: “First of all, I don;t know why this

resolution is even up tonight. The Rec Committee only yesterday
advised us not to vote on it today, it wasn’t ready for a vote, and
that the Rec Committee is not in favor of it and they did not have a
quorum to vote on it so they asked us not to vote on it today. But
here we are. ‘

I don’t think this has anything to do with the summer program
that Mason so highly speaks about and I agree with and to have people
waiting here at 4:00 in the morning is crazy. We have to expand that
program and we will expand that program. Maybe we would be better off
leasing a place but I’ve jotted down a few words as far as this spot
and I’d like to read them to you.

While it is abundantly clear that there is a very strong need in
the community to have a community center in the west end of town, the
fact is this is the wrong place for it. To spend for interior and
exterior renovations about $600,000 to have a community center in the
middle of an industrial park is simply foolish and squandering the
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public’s trust and money just because we can.

I believe as the Recreation Committee does the best place might
be on the other side of the Grumman property next to our 62 acre park
and next to our 300 acre pine barrens preserve property. Another site
that should be considered is the heart of Wading River.

Also the terms of the lease are for 30 years, now adjusted to
five years, so now we’re going to pay about $600,000 for five years
instead of 30 years. Yet this is called a temporary fix.

I do not want a center there today, never mind in 30 years when
there will be a full blown industrial park. It just doesn’t make
commonsense.

We are also being asked to vote on this without having had a
chance to review the lease agreement which is not attached. So we
really do not know what we are voting on, do we?

I recommend that we sell the guardhouse to private industry.
Remember, we already had an offer higher than the appraised value.
Then we could use the proceeds from that sale and some park and rec
fees and build a new facility in a more suitable location.

In closing, I would like to say that I agree we desperately need
a center on the west side of town. But this location is so poorly
located that no child will ever ride a bike there. No family will
ever be able to take an after dinner stroll there. The words
community center basically mean center of the community. But let’s
just skip the details.

In my opinion, this is a bad business decision. It is a fiscally
irresponsible decision and I vote no.”

The Vote (Cont’d.): “Lull.”

Member Lull: “Yes, to the lease.”

The Vote (Cont’d.): “Kozakiewicz.”

Chairman Kozakiewicz: "I guess I've got to explain why the

resolution is on and I’11 limit my comments or try to limit my
comments.

When Town Board members feel strongly about moving something
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forward, I have a conversation with them and in this case there was a
sense that this is something that should be moved forward.
Councilwoman Sanders has been working on this for quite some time with
the Rec Committee and there was a sense that we should proceed
forward. And after a long discussion, I agreed that if it was
something that was felt that strongly about, let’s have a vote; let’s
put it forth and let’s get it resolved.

Now getting down to the vote. T have some guestions and I
didn’t want to say this because I really wanted to have a chance to
get a hold of Willke Farr in order to address the issue but it
is something that’s at least out there in my mind and, therefore, one
of the reasons why my vote will be as it is.

And it has to do with the question of CDA and lease of property
and whether there is a need for it to be the subject of a public
hearing. I don’t know the answer to that today. You do?”

Member Sanders: "I do. Yes, I do. It does not have to be.”

Chairman Kozakiewicz: “And it doesn’t have to be. All right.
That’s from Willke Farr?”

Member Sanders: “Yes.”

Chairman Kozakiewicz: “Okay. I didn’t have a chance this
afternoon.

On the issue of funds, I do question the amount. I'm not going

to say it’s a million; it’s not $600,000 because I know that’s not the
number so I'm not going to go there. This is for interior
improvements and, of course, there would be a need for some exterior
improvements to accommodate a day care program. But whatever the
number would be, it is an interim matter. It's considered to be
something that we’ve talked about for three or four years, five best.

I do also believe that, you know, while I have differed from the
Rec Committee in the past, and they know that on certain issues, they
did indicate a desire to have this held off.

Given the fact that where we are and my respect for the Rec
Committee and because I do have some questions about the amount being

expended and whether it should be put to a final product, I vote no.”

Barbara Grattan: “Okay, that resolution is adopted.”
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Chairman Kozakiewicz: “Okay, any other CDA business? Being
none, let’s move back into the Town Board portion.”

Meeting adjourned: 8:30

Chairman Kozakiewicz: “What'’s that? We voted. Jim voted yes.
You guys missed it.”

Member TLull: “I said yes to the lease.”

Chairman Kozakiewicz: “He said it so quick, you missed it.”
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CDA # 22
RESOLUTION OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
LEASE OF PROPERTY LOCEATED AT EPCAL
CALVERTON COMMUNITY CENTER

Adopted_10/21/03

Councilwoman Sanders offered the following resolution which was seconded by
Ceuncilwoman Blass

WHEREAS, the Town Board, as governing body of the Riverhead Community
Development Agency, wishes to lease property located at EPCAL to the Town of
Riverhead for a community center, to be known as the Calverton Community Center, and

WHEREAS, in consideration of the improvements to be made at the site by the
Town of Riverhead, the Riverhead Community Development Agency has agreed to lease
the property to the Town for a period of 5 (five) years, at no additional rental cost, and

WHEREAS, the site is to be leased is denoted on the/, 'ﬁE;;)hed Exhibit A,

AN NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Town of Riverhead, as governing body of the Riverhead
Community Development Agency, hereby authorizes the agency to lease to the Town of
Riverhead a certain parcel of land located at EPCAL, as noted on the attached exhibit A,

o the Town of Riverhead, for a period of 5 (five) years, for use by the Town as a
ommunity center, to be known as the Calverton Community Center in consideration of
the improvements to be constructed thereon to be paid by the Town of Riverhead, and be

it further

RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be and is hereby authorized to execute the lease
agreement on behalf of the Riverhead Community Development Agency,

RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall forward a certified copy of this
resolution to the Community Development Agency, Accounting Department,
Engineering Department.
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