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Minutes ·of a :Public Hearing held at tbe Riverhead Town Hall, 
Rfverh·ea<;l, __ New Yo:,rk.,._ on Tuesday, October 14'1 1997, at 2:00 p.m • .. 

: ' ~ \ ~ •. 

Russell Kratovi l le 
Vincent ·Prusinowski , 
James B. Lull, 
Mark A. Kwa$na , 
Otto Wittrneier, 

Also Present: 

•, 

Deputy Supervisor 
Councilman 
Councilman 
Councilman 
Councilman 

Barbara Grattani Town Clerk 
Robert ' K9z~lti~w,icz.·, Esq .. , Tqwn Attorney 

R .. Stark, Supervisor · 
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Deputy Supervisor Kratoville called the meeting to order at 2~04 
p .. m. 

Deputy Supervi,sor Kratoville : .. The time is 2!04. We are having · 
a Publ ic Hearing.. Would the Clerk please read the notice of 
publication .. •• 

. · !?eputl s~ea:rvi~o.r K~atoville: "Rick} would you give us a 
1ttle background?fl- -

. ~i?hard ~al)lex: t•y.es. Richard Hanl,ey, Planning Director. Thti!
toca1 t;aw that • s be,ing considered this afternoon is a culminati·on of 
~ ·, q~ea~ deal o~f 0ff~-rt -over a lonq period of· tim~ _by m.any parties to t . 

, ~~oauc~:'l. a'. P~'9g;r;am , f#.,b~~lr. \ll_i 1.1 s~·ppqrt tl::le · cQnttn\l~d· e~pans.ion of . th~~ ·" 
0

".' .. _,. •• • 

~·t ·:.~ ·• ~~t:·~~ant agr.tca:l'it:ut:ti, -·±naus.try in .. this ·eommu~-;ty afS well · as · to prov~~· · · · 
. ,\' ·•. . . . 

' ' 
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. ·tor S·<:uJle 9~o.wth ~an~gemen,t . resi¢ient~al ~reas~ withln tne A9ri-culturail ·, .. 
A o'istrict. This work was began in 1995 when this Town Board charged 

. the Riverne~d P~anning Board to make reeommendatipns conc.erning 
.. appro~intatea.y l~ I DO·O acres o£ "· agricturaily ' zoned and a.<]r icui turally ,· 
used land ·within the Town. 

" ··'. 
i ' • • • • • ' ., ~ • 

'the Pla.nnirig Board made those recommendations and this Town 
aoar4 .held a Public Hearing in . February of this year, essential~2 

· tcnpletttentia~ tb'ose , re:commendations.. The Hearing was held ih conjunction 
with the preparation of an EIS which this Town Board prepared and 
.. I:here: was .: a;;9nificant commentary at thel{. t.im.e~ the tnost. ·Significant 
comiriq . from . the .. Long Island Farm Bureau. 

What the <Planning Board and the Farm Bur'eau . has ' been doing over 
these ·many roonths is negotiating some of the issues and concerns that 
t,h.e :§lilr~qU had :t~l~tJve to the ,, propo·.sed, . aoni~q . ordinance and the 

'Pl a(ltiing B0ard making the Bureau of the issues and concerns of this 
'rown Board relative :to land use policy in the . Town. 

E~sentially this Local Law is a culmination of that negotiation 
. ·;.: too~s •. . It pornprise.d of -essentially tb:t·~.e main . part,~, tf:;l;e f irs,t 
··:!J)eio~ a right to farm or a Farmer's Bill of Rights which ha.s been 

talked about in this community for quite some time -. Essentially what 
· .. ,:tn<lt ~ees ·· :i.s-. p~ovi.des. ~ for the P·larrning· Board ' and 'Town ·aoard to nbtice 
~roperties that are being -considered for development which are 

.. cont~~uous\ to ... aq~~~u~tural land . . The s~cond part Qf tbe pr .. osra.m is 
·.ii pureba·se ·of development · rights program which the Town Board 
i ni tiated through an authorization of $2 , 0001000 to purchase 

. :' ,ev~lopment: .. r;ig.hts usin9 .T·own ·funds. It: is -i mport ant from our view .. · 
that this process on prioritizing properties and negotiatin9 sales 

;.:>t ~evel~pm~nt t"ights be codified~ . The third part; . of ~:\the prog;eam is . 
· ··~ a transfer ··of · d~vel6pment rights pro'gram whi'ch essentially ·would 

l lowfor property owners within a sending area which is shown on the 
~ ·ntp at ·the: .·fr.ant· <:>f the room in green~ . t.o transfer th~ir .. as of ri9·ht . 

- ~ev:lopment rights to areas outside-- off the property and to 
· . ~~Slqna~e . a reo~Jving area which is outl~ned ~. in t~e :ed ~~i.ch i ,$ .. ~n .. 

\.nau~t:rla1 · receiving area·1 the orange wntch 1s a res1dent1 a l reoe1v1n9 
l!ea, and the blue area which are two additional res i dential rece i v i ng 
tre~.& 1 , . .. .. ,~. 

. lt 1 s the vJ.ew o f t .he p lannin.q Board as .well as the Farm s.ur~au · 
. ·~_tt .tlt.i s ' rJ<)i rt·t · .t.hat:--· and . Other commentatots that this pro<jram~ t his 

. ' 
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. I 

wili succeed in-- or could succeed in preserving 
the entire farm belt, .which is that ll, 000 acre area shown in green 
t~ the Town .~.£ R:ivernead. That is .important for both the viability· 
of ·~~e ··i:~dttst'r·y, :as well as alfor'ding- ·r.he' growing of food · crop~ for 
the . ~nt ire region . 

·' t.that is ·'$11 and we invit;e comments from the public ·~., 
,., 

Deputy_ Supervi$Or Kratoville: "Rick, could you ·just maybe go 
:>ver a little bit of the farmland preservation committee and their 

' .. 
~ •, ... . '· 

· pi9hard: H~nley: "Yes. The Local Law that we've drafted and 
:1evised essentially identifies a committee which is known specifically 
~s t.he Riverhead Town Farmland Preservation Conunitt.ee. That committee 

' ~ . 

,~, .. ,i; ·f\umbet? ··of duttes •. I .should probably t~J:k about : how ·it-! $ .con- . 
' • ··' , 

1 If 1 
' ' I 

:.t.tt~ted. 

According to this proposal, there would be four residents of 
:ne Town whp ~~ ~re ~cti:vely engaged in . tbe ownership ao~ op~rat:i;on of 
~ · fl{hl loc'at~d upon agricultur.al lands within the Town.. They· would 
)e one member of the Riverhead Town Board, the Planning Director of 
:he Town of ~iverhead would sit on that committee , as well as. one 
tt }erge mentber that woul.d b~ .appo.int;.~d Py: the Town Board .. 

' l) \,:;. '-\ • • ' • ·/. • ' ';,, ' • ' ":b •;.' 

T'hat Preservation Gommittee has a number of functions which were 
· ipecifically t alked about in the Local Law . They are charged with 
::he · ~esppns.ibility' o:f reviewing and approving a gener.al inven,~ory of 

,~9t;:i~~~ t urai · ·~anda ·wii:hin the: Town .. . They . are ' ·t o make·· rec·ommendatio~ns 
'n la"Ods whic:h development r i ghts should be purchased by the 'i'own 
~oatd and/or by the County of Suffolk and that•s the County 's ongoing 
>tO<J.ram.. They also would be authorized and Qbligat·ed to revie~ 
~~R~?4tio.tts .~or 'de'(fs l;opment 'On·· the ~ fee simp,~e which · ·tema ins ~fr:om. · .;( 
,.ant\:S which the Town buys a development rights . The int·ent here is 
:o have the a9ricultural community involved in looking at development 
>n ~ricultural lands which is agriculturally oriente~.. · 

> •• 

house 
Those 



Deput~ Superv~sor _ Kratoville_: nrs there anyone who would like 
to make _comment at thj.s time in reference to t-his Public Hearing?" 

•. 'i' . ·"' ! . 

·. · ~it~,;· i.4~·x.a.6 ;: · ... . ,·God;a aft·ernoori .~ · I •m Lyle:. Wells* an ·eie\t~nt.h 
1ener:ation farmer here in, the Town of Riverhead . I also s.erve as 
the Chair of the Long Island Farm Bureau•s Riverhead Town Local 
~ffairs Committee. 

" As .~:1ck. · had. said-, today i.s a historic day culminatin<_r a lot o'f 
,-. ~, ·;t.1rk. by,' ~H:e · farm · oqtnm~'l'lity, . -Sarba;r.a Blass and -~,. tfle me'mbers .. of the , · · 

. •. " '""· .. 
· rlannirtq Bo~rd, Rick Hanley and tbe Town Boar4. under the 1~adership 
>f Jim Stark. Today is not the end of the proc·ess, but the beginning. 
rhe Town Board's actions to codify the Riverhead Agricultural Lands 
~reservation program gives us a legal basis to implement this program. 
f.ithout a serious commitment from the Town Boe.rd, Planning Board and 
tiek · aan~~@¥ .t this -p~l;!)~l:am cannot suoce·ed. rh(e Rive+he.~~~l ~a.r.m.ers ar~., 
}·ommi t~·ed/ t o ·· ·ni~king'·_ this program· work as it ,, is too important- to :the 
farm community and the citizens of Riverhead. We need to work 
together to achieve our goals. 

. The t?est farmland preservatic;>n program th~t we know of is for 
.,. ca:cmers ·t.~ '.-m,ake a pr9f it· . on their :·· investment. F-arming ~s " a bus i ne.ss 

· · ,as~d tin .. '€~ · farltlers< most importa.nt ·capital as.set, w·hich ·is their · 
)t'OP.er·ty ,· · the'ir land·. ·All too often, short sighted efforts to 
)teserve land are undertaken wit hout regard for the goals, needs, and 
!ircumstances of those who own and work the land. In the end, 
~trateg.ies such as 2on.ing moratoria, bureaucratic delays, blanket up
~o.ni.ng, .a.(l,d the countervailing moves to weaket} l{;lnd use regulat-ion , 
f cst~t '~~~~rt·:r~ust ·and. p(?.1arize · the· ~-co:mmunity. tJ)~t lead to · a ,, !far 9re:ater· 
. UbllO OOS"t. · 

~he program we are here to support today is not perfect - but 
Lt wi.ll_l provide a blueprint for a fair, responsible a nd far reaching 
"t09.r&nl fo~ the con.tin_ued v iabil ity of agr i o\.lltu.re and the protection 
~t !,a~m:land·· i:n -the :1'£ivn .of ·Rt :verb$ad. The pr.9gr:am, in pa.~t~eular, " 
_ .. lie P.·urch<l$~ of DeVelopment Rights ('PDR)· pr·c·gram re·quites ·. public in.o.. · . 
. lestment-. In the short term that rnv.estment prov ides dividend.s in 

llny fonns such as reduced density of residential development , wild
li fe. habitat , aquifer recharge , fresh food for our residents and the 
'e7thet~~ Vi\lue Qf pro.\tiding op~n space and vistas enjoyed by our - ,, 

.. .' _ el~h~~~-· -- · ·~here .. ~;-" -savings to: tp.e taxpayer~ in .. that fe::t,.land onlY.·-'" _,_;t ., 

:tqiilit~$ ~PPtolriinate'ly $..26 in._. serv.i .ces: · for e.vety ·ta)( dot'·! a;r,; p-aid by ... ( 



a la'naowner 'compared to $1 . 36 in services for every dollar paid by a · 
home . .. It is cost effective to invest in preserving the .land. 

· · .. tt~e ·. a·d~~f;:~··ori bf' .£fiis Local · Law \'lll1 ;·allo~· the ·Towrt ·of :Rf~~~he.a·d 
to po$~tion · itself to ·leverage the To\¥n' s monies again.st other monies 
avail~ble from Suffolk County, New York State, and the Federal 

:, Govern~ent. We urge the Town Board to use the · full $2i 000, 000 that 
;, l, .yQ\l ·: f}s:~e '· set _('S:ide · f .oi ·' farml·and/opeo ·space , in' ·-ya.ur ap·pl'icat·ien" for · 

. Mew Y.ork State Bond A~t monies as this would possibly provide up to 
$6 1 000 ,000 from New York State to kick start our program. We will 
need that fin~. of funding for a number of years ~ntil we get the job 
~one.<·· ··· 

Please let me address several components of this Local Law in 
detail .. . 

' I • ~: ' ' •' ' 

Righ·(':' .. ·to . F~rin i ·n .Ri V~rhead - ·we fully support this lntportant 
public policy declaration by the Town. This ·does not give farmers 
;ore rights than his i'leighbors, but allows farmers to conduct 

' acc~pted' tarniing pra.ctices ' recognizing- that certain aq,tivities, way , 
~ ~ 'T \ f , · ·~ • ' , 1 \ ), :.: J• , , ' + 

1 
~ , 

· $a}(a · not·se~ dust~ odors, etc. · ·Too many times p.eople t :nat move out 
nere t:o enjoy a rural quality of life do not understand the operations 
.:onquated in agr icultural business.es. This section of the code will 
?rovi~e notigf! to new ;residences built. in the .future so· tha.t they . 

·,: <tl,q\lt· ttu~y w'ilX . be resi(i:lng . in.'" .a farmin9 "communl. ty. This po·l~c1y . 
'tinoutd help to further reduce . future conflicts between farmers and 
1eighbors . 

.. ~ · ~· ~~-·. Pn.ra,h~se, of· llev~lapme·nt R±.ghts compon.ent - Suf·fol.k: county · 
leve'loped the '·'first POR program in the United s .t ates in 19·74 and 
fuile the county has not reached the desired goal of 20,000 acres of 
)teserved farmland it is still functioning.. As. government has grown . -,. . . r . .. 

tn .. ~~.rJ, ar~~&· of· spet1;ding SQ4\i h as soai.a·l .pt·oqtaJ1lS, . h~~lth ~~.tre; et.c,. ,. 
:nere . has been le~ss monies available for farmland pre:servation. 
~ast-West county politics, a s .low working appraisal and negotiating 
)roness by the county Real Estate Department and certain limit4tions 
1f ~~ p~og.r• · its.elf· b·a;ve· c~au.$:e tn~e :·po~unty program tp : .. limp ~long .. 

i ' 

A Riverhead Town program will allow local needs to be addressed 
•Y a looally controlled Farmland Select Committee that can aggressively 

~ 10~~ . ,,,fo~~~rQ .~it.flout .. woa~s- .... witt.l our .. }JOals .• ... a·~9 dif~~~en~e .•.. ,.1he 
" •Q)c•:L ~taw · w·ii·l:t;· ~ilow "the Town to receive · matct1in9 fun:ds fr·om ·t.he 

. ' 



.. 

JO /l4/l997minutes 1303 

' . 
I ' .v 

'' 

~ufforic County, New York State and the Federal Governme:fit to acquire 
Jiverhead Farmland Development Rights. , We are in full support of 
this er:Qqram as desi.gf,I,e,d. 

' ' { " ~ ' \( . 

l} Transf~r of Development Rights component - Central to any 
~tective planning for the preservation of farmland is the creation 
of q tl;ansfer of Oevelqpment Rights Program. 1'he Town reoogniz.ed , 
tbat . n~J~d by . h!;e ... anact~ent• ·ot·· Artic<!e t5A of t :he;· '.row1l Zdning Crlde. 
However, .. the · provisions· ·of the code need to be · expanded: in order for 
1DRs to be a viable option. The TDR program proposed today is a 
startin9 p-oint. It has severe limitations becaus-e of i;he arbitrary 
~nrte;e-t.~y wbiel( ·. th·e Suff.clk Co:t.tnty He.alth· .Departro,ent .a~pr·ov-es sub
divisions. -with,· in effect, a two acre zoning requirement in hydro
iaoloqi~ Zone 3, the program provides no incentives to landowners to 
1.1se TOR 's. The PDR Program and one acre grid subdivision is still 
..a 9P,~~~. for ···,_gf·fecFed . landowners . in zone 3 •.. ~e urge.,.p commitrtJ;e;nt ... 

' erom ~ick Hanl'ey I Bart>ara Blas$; and the Planning Board, the S~per·-
7.isor and the Town Board to work with the AG Committee to address 
tnis issue directly with the County Executive, the Suffolk County 
·•aJ;d· _Qf HealtH,~ a.nd ap}?ropriate staff. 

ready conversion of residential units to commercial uses 1s 
cornerstone of an effective transfer program.. Specifically, 

rtsid~n.t.ial ut1it.s must pe easily transferable to commercial, 
u.a.us\.~lal · or ·i~t-ai.l ' iis.es by us·e -o.f a :standard · equivalency mu-cn the 
)..lJne way the Pine Barrens Program works now. This Loca,l Law must be 
~xpande(i over time to develop this principal. _The Town Board should 

. \1>t. consider ~ny_ applioatiqns for projects above exist~ng zon~in-~ 
.: :, t~t.(JQ.~t. the: ,u$·e · of TDR 1_·s.: Furt:.h:e.:rmore; ··all pdt~ntial iecelvinq· site·s 

;hould be considered including the f ·ormer Grumman facili·ty in 
:alverton . La$tly, administration of a TDR program should be done 

· :u-ough the Clearinghouse/TOR :Bank to ¥acilitate th.e Transfer of 
. '·,. }t~'t;l~pA\a-nt R·6:t:h·trs ·trans .act.ioo~· .. we ~t;rong l.y tu.'·9ie th$·. / r·0wn to . 

t·flli te a'nd fund such a vehicl~. There is no ~e.ason to go forward 
'l th TDR's unless there is a commitment to make the program useful 
:o all landowners who wish to s .ell development ri9hts through the 
:_~na , P~~r~m~ '· ,' :· . . . , 

' . . ·~ . 

4) Limited Development - The Peconic Land Trust-- I see John 
·'' here today-z- a not for profit organization, specializes in working 
~~ lh i~,~ividual .· landown$x s atld' f~mili-es ~o plan , .the .f.ut~e of' tbe~r. 

· usot~.('in t~·i,s·. o~se, ·l.;a,nd-) to -allow for the 'passing of land to the 
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neJtt ~ne.ra~Lou· . · ",This . is dope throug;h a variety o,f mechanisms in·~ 
· ctudin<rlimi:ting devel'opment, gifting, selling development rights, 
etc. to address the affects. of our federal and stat~ estate tax 

··r.c.ins~.,q~U,·nces.~· .: We urge · the "Tdwn'· to consider a plan.n'ing . boardr policy 
to expedite limit~d development plans in that the landowner voluntarily 
de:Qide$ t.Q l .imit <development op . their land in Qrder. to presetY·e 
farl\l l.and. As time goes on, the· Peconic Land Trust will play a major 

in service to landowners an-d the Town. 
'·· 

5) Installment Purchase Agreement - New York State in Chapter 
5?9- . of.) Fhe . l.~ws Qf 19,9.·6. ha~ autboriz·e<l municipalities the ab-ility to 
facilitate the Purchase of Development Rights by spreading payments 
o\1er time. The legislation is designed to make it less expensive 
f~t· mun~cipalities to :acquire interes-ts in land while gi.ving important 
!~x advantag~s to . the landowner. The specifics of this program are 
tl;ab~fate<;} QI'\ in the trong !.~land Farm Bureau report (Exbibit . E) t!lat 
.. ~ whfch I believe you all have-- was submitted to the Town in May 
of this .. year~ We. recommend that the Town pursue . this program to 
fa:tther ·the preservation program. ·· 

, Just: t.o,_,~.u~arize 1 the rsocal Affairs Col1Ul;litte·e would like to 
re·conmrend the following actions·:. 

i -) . . That: the _· T.own ·g:o ;forward to adopt the proposed·' local. law 

., 

2l' Le.· e~age ,. the 'full $2 ,000 ,000 . from the· Town's farmland/open 
ipace fu.ndinq resolution to receive a possible $6,000,000 matching 

.' f~l\o f.rcm .the N~ew· ·York . state Clean Air/Clean Water · Bond A.ct for the 
tequisit ion of development rights. 

'3) > we would •',like to see a commitment to resolving t he p r oblems. 
tith th& Suffolk County Health Department by sett i ng up a meeting 
t~~h th\f. Suffolk<Cou.nty '· .Executive , surfoi~ eounty· Board .of ,H.ealth ~ ·· 
f&al t h Department · staff, and appropriate Riverh.ead Town o ff icials and 
'etf\her$ of the A<J .. Advi$qry. Committee .. . . .. ' . 

', 

, 4) Ens~re that there is funding from the Riverhead Town Genera.l 
·~qq-ftt., t~. ~·atquately fund staffing in· the Fiverh:ea.d · ·Planninq D-epart- · 
ttnt for impelmentation of this pro.gram . · Furthermore ~ we rec onunend 
hat Ri.vefh~Ad Town . consider hir.in·g the p·eooni<? Land Trust to s.,erv-e 

a dln fnis ttator ·· and/or ' consultant ·for the preservation p.roqram .. 

,: . 'I' 
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lffi thout the staff needed to implement and do the job, this program 
will not achieve the stated goals of the town.. . Thank you. Any 
queS,tions?V ,. 

' < 

•l, • • 

Dep;uti: ~upervis?t: Kratoville: ''Is there a·nyone else that would 
to speak1 George?fi 

Geor . .se -Schmelzer: · .,Let somebody s.peak first~ .. 

Barbara Blass: .. Mr. Deputy Supervisor, Councilmen, ladies and 
· pnt lemen.. My name is Barbara Blass . And I want to share with you 

same observations on behalf of the Riverhead Planning Board. First 
. r would like, -to thank all of the individuals who gave of their time 
· :~·;,ad sha~e~. ·~e.ir. taiept~·-· and -expert.i,se over . ·t.ne last several · ye~rs 
: ·to qet us: -t:() 't ·he point that we are at to'day. My 'co-tlegues on t.he. 

Planning Board 'and I want to emphasize that thi.s proposed Local Law 
opresents .a compromise in the approach to the goals and objectives 
~ared by both the Planning Board and the Farm Bureau for Riverhead 
l"own • 

<.'? .. '1\ 

. l.Pbeti ·.~b~ . stiti iss'ues which· "de.mand our att·ention and resource'S 
tn.d ., the :Planning Board does indeed remain committed to w-orking with 
:.he farming community t -o successfully resolve them. Having said 
:.:la t. , let _u.s not underestimate the importance of this legislation 
it'd the critical positive step that i t represents in Riverhead's 
7:t rm commi~m.ent to the agricultural in·du.stry, the viabili ty of which 
• s·ux-es ~~~ ··.~qui\li ty · of .:.iife. · .. 

• ~ ' ' •.o:- ~ 

,• 

.. This 'Local Law is quite literally the foundation for the Town•s 
: n~tnland protection pr09'ram. At the risk of sounding dramatic, we 
::an•t hope to meet our obligation to future g.enerations without it. 

,.,. It urge ~0\l - to adopt Local Law No~ 13 entitled. •tAqricultural Lands 
~---: ;t~·s~rva~~ ,::·_· ~ _Lth pr+~~~ .. ,and ~convi\ctioa . Than;k. .: ~ou,."' ·. _, 

Peeutx _Supervisor I<ratoville: •tThank you. · Is there anyone 
who would like to:.:...: okay, George." 

gl~d I don.•t have any land involved in 
d.is<Jracie. You ar1!,,. _acting 

a·r~~ ·- goi ng ba·ck ,; ·tn· the· feudal .system .• 
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farmer won't be a serf on his own land. All this nonsense about 
ipreservinq ~tuff. n 

G~o~s;e Schmelzer: "Yeah, but they push the-- well, the tax
payers money, is that voluntary?" 

George. 
1
Schmelzer: "You've got $2, 000,000 of taxpayers' money . 

that voluntary? Can I say my portion you can't use? Is that 
~'Oluntary? ·. No. " 

. ' 
• • I ,. • ::' r 

· Cbun~IJ:man Prusin.owski: "Well, most of Riverhead-- this is one 
~se where S~ffolk County has paid qff for the people of Riverhead 
~cause the majority of the Suffolk County preservation money comes 
from western Suffolk that bought the 34 00 acres in Riverhead, because 
~·re 70\ of the-- n 

Councilman Prusinowski: .. That's correct and I'm sure that if 
had a publ~c referendum on, I'm sure it would pass overwhelmingly. 
Peconic._county passed. py .7% in the town . ... 

,, . ·/' . .~ . . ·. . . . . . ' . 

. uwhy don't you have one? ... 

Councilman Pru-sinowski: "Well, we did one because I (inaudible) 
, "'Jte Peconic County vote to create Peconic County as-- in the same 

lirection ~ spending this $2,000,000 for op.en space. We have 
· ~!. i ~i~a.l: Q:P11s . that. · ~bow. ·th.a·t f .amn1~nd pr .. eser.V:at,ion usin<J: . tbis type 
. ~money ·ii~ ' very popular with the people in Riverhead and they live 
· •nd work here. •• 

PTalk about two acre zonin91 how many of you 
own hous'e '? n 



10/l4/l997minutes 1307 

at>out it. · The, whole thing 
. ·The · ·Ptannih<.f"· Soai¢1·-·~ ·have two a-C'l'~·s/ . 

Councilman l?rusinpws]{i: ••we 're not talking about two acre 
zoning here. •• 

George Schmelzer: nwell, what did it start off from? It 
. started off from that, didn't it?" 

Councilman Prusino\1/Ski: nsure." 
. ' 

. ~eo~qe Schmel.%$fJ . · 0 Now you abandoned that? 11 

• • ; ' .• : • ·I ' '~ ...... -. .,_'} 1 '~ ,l 

' I ( ' ' ~' '.• ~. ' l 

. Councilman ,·P·ll:usl!ilows.k-i! uweli, we • re ~oinq~:~ · we • re trying ~ ·, 
'. dt:fferent approac·h' fn ::e~ope;ation ;,.,i th the Farm· Bureau .• " 

G.eorge Schmelzer: "Yeah. What's the problem? Too many people 
in t h; countri? ri £here's too many people in the country, go to-
tell them to cut out the immigration, that's all . " 

Councilman Prusin·{)WSki: "Residential development is a very-
a drain on the tax ,base because of the school taxes." 

r'Where ar·e people qoing to live? Throw them ~ 

. :~ 

'( . ·~ ., 

are ple·nty · ot peopl·e m.ovin9 into 
is the fastest qrowin<4 

George Schmelzer: nyou mean you are denying the right to live 
ere?•• 

· CounciJ.man Prusinowski: .. Not at all. We hav.e more and more 
·~ople. moving into t.he Town of Riverhead. I know there • s a group of 
- O,Ple running a.rpund .ti~e ri~ght now1 e1e<;tion time, telling the ~ow~ · 
<()~ baa it i-,s ;h$x;e, b·ub· .. the.rre • s thous,.ands. o.f .peopl.e t-rying t ·o move · · 

~ , 1· •• ',to "tf)• tr,.o~o. ' au.' a,py 'ft~·n day· ~ ••.. / ' ··.: .. ' .: ' ., . ' 
~ f <. • 
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' ' . \ 

n~ll th~ ·population> since'': l945 ; has dOUbled 
Riverhead.," 

·', .- ··.'. ·· ' .. · .· c,()~n<liln\a~ l?rus~riowskl: "·That 1 s 6orrect bec.ause of programs 
l ike the.· Suffo1k County Farm Program which has preserved 3400 acres 
and they would have been about 4 ~ 000 homes ." 

.\. , . . . . 
·< 

. ~ . ' 

G~or:-ge Sctunelzer: ,Well, we•re going back to the Middle Ages. 
l'he farmer would beqome a serf on his 'OWn land. First they steal it 

· · ... !t'Qm b'illt .from · &nhe.r:a.~ance f ax, then the_y.. have;-... th~· heir has ·trr sell 
:>art of the fatm to p.ay the tax, · then they take that money and come 
;.o him to buy development rights. It • s really his own money. What 

,, . ~ind o~ ·;~yste:ttt i s th;i$?u .... 

Councilman Prusinowski: "Well, I agree wi th you on inheritance 
:.«)( .. . ~Yi .fam,il.~ , faced the ··. same . thing. · ,There's . a· lo.t I see·~- Ml.'$ .. . 

· ~nders·on "'is ou·t the~e . A .lot of farm families . l think that Congress 
ls trying to correct that, but I agree that 's an outrage." 

'' 
~· + ' ., • ... J •. 

Schmelzer ·: "What • s ·the matter with the Farll\ Bureau? 
d~ing anything about it . " 

' ' 

· c&'unel;imart: Lull: · .. They are not a leqislativ·e body·,. · George:., 

"What? 11 

' ' 

Councilman Lull: '*They're not a legislative body ." 

. ' d 1·~· .. " -''I ·' didn. ··t say they at·e; you .sa.1. ·.· ·~ 

~e·<;>rge Schmelzer: "Well, you know better than that . I didn • t 
to you-- ~ t. - -;. · 

'\' . ~ . ' '• ~ \ ' ' ' ., . 
,-._ ~o\!fu:ilma~. Pru~~now~_~i·i " No . The Farm Bureau • s position is , 

.: bel1eve they . have lobbied in washington; they ' re for ·Change in the 
. . '!~tate ~~~ l4w~~. I~ft t ~ th:~t cor~eet,. :~oe? ¥ou an4 l ba,ve talked ... 
· · ..... \.btlut: tnl;s .· T:he Farm. Burea11 is a' lobbyist body and they go to Albany 

t~d t.O ~asbin9t0n to, you know, to p ush for these types Of changes ~ at 

:, 

·• And they-- '' · 





Counc;ilman Prusinowski: nwell, that's ·the federal tax law. I'm 
favot . of ' that t sure ,· ... 

'n:wel·+ I 'tbQ<' f~rii\ ' Surea"U·~, ought. to•'' ., d~~: $·omething 
' "' ., ' 

Councilman Prusinowski: "Well, I know th~y're tying to lobby 
f or a obange in the state-- " 

. ~~"'~:<Jifi~,.Schme·.l.z~r .: ; · .. · .. :.!' ·neve.r l~eat"d any 1obl:>;y ·like that·. . All ··· tl'ley 
. l obby l's ~for mooch ltldrt~y ~ We 1 ve got corporate welfare I personal 
welfare, now you've ·got farmer•·s welfare. All the same damn system. 

· Runch of damn mooch-- " 

"Wel+( let me ask you a q~estion.n 

CounQilman Prusinowski: 11 All the farmers in the midwest are 
. · subsld.ized with all thes.e subsidies, I know people in the east don•t 

~et that ktnd of money except .fo-r some poultry f.armers that I know 
·. tb4t t :atse .. e-~otie. · aili'tn:a.l s, but oth;~.l:' than that: I· 9n Long Isl;.and, most 

. ~i·\ ~(< th~ . fqlJl.ers ·don•t: .qat · t'h.at typ.e of direct . s)ldsidies lilte in the · 
· • idwest .f .or not growfng grain and stuff, so-- •· 

Ge,o·r2e ~ Schmel ze~. : "Well t hen do we get paid for not growing 
cks? <leez how manx ducks here?" 

. C~~M·~'ltnan· · Ptu·s~nawski t ••·wel'l, I know ·tbat . .,. 
I ,; , I t ~\,; t~ l!i, '' . · ~ ! , •}- ,.,· , 

. . ' 

George Schmelze.r: uHow many ducks (inaudible) not raise if we 
paid for not raising them?" 

.I • m saying that .. None 

' ,, ' I 

Qeot.:se Schmelzer_: .· "Well, grain, the country has to have-- be 
!ssured to h~ve sufficient grain every year~ 1bere's some reason 
or t-hat t but not the way they do it. And potatoes, not like they' .re 
ir·th coat,rol pills fox- potatoes, you can keep t .hem beyond the season 
ll~ that ' ·'o.qs·~s . th~ ·•A»-ke;t . .' up1 s(o .vel.t they p~y · t,he tob~'?CO 9f~we.rs, , . 

. · .ney. ~of .: ,' velopment ··:~t~htslt. ·well · the go·vernmen€· 9et.s ~Ot'e· fr,ont. · . , 
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t ·obacco. tax than ·the farmers g.et for th~ tob~ceo 1 so I don • t know 
· ~hywe don't. ·sut· i~· .s getting crazier every year,., rt•s .all a i ·d · · ;·" 
· ... an~ !to me i~ .. • :.>" bB;~ :a·ut ~· I . don • t--- I·~ dJ.,..sg~sted . with a syst;.em like· .. 

. . :_f!jii s ·. a ... ro:u should t:~h:lttlt ;.':.of· someth.Lng . di:ffe~ent: ·. · .Start. off 
· , , fede.·.ral.. tax system :}'u.st l .ike I said .. •l · 

' ' 

.J?eputy supervisor I<ratoville: "So we can let the record show 
that George Schmelzer is opposed to the Agricultural Lands Preserva .... 
t1on , "t 

George Sc.hm.el.zer_: "To me , it ' s asinine .. " 

Oeputy S.':lk?e~Vi '~or KratovillE1 : uokay, thank yoU. u 

t ·o . propose SOlnething · 
· w·e ' ·r'E!·. ' .. q~ttittg t0 · be (). Soviet 

Deputy ~u;ee.ryiso~ Kratoville: "Okay, George."' 
. ' . 

George Schmelzer: .,People got away from that in Europe to be 
a serf: now we 1 re 'going back to serfdom again. You can call them 
what you want, but that's what it is . Okay.. r•ve got to go. I 
can • t 1 isten to this crap anymore . So long. •:r 

Depu~y ~uee~yi~<?r ·_ l.}r :~toville: uaye. ,. 
' j ~ ;;.. -- ' 

. ) 

09\lncd:.Itqan Wittmeier: · .. Have a good day ,; .. :;~:eor<.Je." . 
.,. 1.1 ' t 1 : • 1 ¢ t, . \ ,• ) t.' ~~- {:· ~'.: 1 ~- t - :' . ' ;"$ ,, ;.; t:' 

~Or~e Sc::hJile].~·~t: . "We 11 , I hope so :. I • Ve got other t: hi ngs to 
·'the qay . is Cjciod.' Good-bye. u 

. pep\l,ty Sup~.rviso~; Kratoville: n Is there anyone else who would 
ll e t o make a stateinert't? fl 

'· 
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:r. ,. ·; ~ieek.ends .and under~_stimate the importance 'of farming to this conununity . 
• ·, <, as .fa£ as brinqin<i' .in .:~;loll~r .s that, then Y<?U .. must hav.e ~a.d y<:>ur ey.es ;· 
.... ·· , ¢.·losed,.. .r. BeQattse ,. ,£,~~~.th·.<f1. is extremely imp~rt:«~ttt.·· t;n 'this community . . ·· .. ·· 

1-t ·or-il19;s a ..l:ot ·of' in.. ·$y, · ~~;rt,; · a ·.·rot . of·. 'P$9P.lie .com~ out ·here ·and .vi'si i · (. ·. 
t·h.e · f~rms tPnds . and 'ev:ery·tping . e 1 se. Sp you tiave my _cont il'):u:ed suppo~t . 

land I hope we get tb.e.· p-+ograrn to wh·ere it is perfect for you . u 

Councilman ~u:Ll:: . "I guess also just sitting here-- was it 
eight months ago when it first started? February. And listening to 
the responses to the first documents and talking with various farmers 
and hearing people•s responses to see us come at this point to a 
S}rstem that we can live with as a beginning· for a long term program 
fQr. the town .and ~ncorporating the long term programs of the countyt 
l want to thc\nk the ·work of Rick and his staff, Ba.rbara a.nd her 

.~o.ard, .a,~d J~. ·an<i · LyJ..~ . an4 the rest of the Farm ... ,Bureau for . the. . .· . 
. :tiltlP~• ,··faqt cit sit~~9 .. down a~d t .alking t.t? · e.a:~h ot.ner until it be~ame: .. · ·' · .. _ : ·. · ... 

· It· cl,ear that . th~:re was ~. ~ direction you would tak~ . tog·ether • . It • ·s . tqe . · · ~ 
• ... ~ t: ' • . 

,_. ·way 1t shottld really _work.''· 

Deputy Superv~so~ Kratoville : "Yes, Joe?n 

Joe Gergela: nr guess you want my name. Joe Gergela, Executive 
o irector of Long Island Farm Bureau . The only thing that l would 
like to add and to underscore something extremely important and that 
is that Rick Han~ey .can • t do everything himself in this town and he 

~· 
1 

•v n.eeas some help ·, in that Planni~g Department., This program is gloing 
. . · to'· tequire .staff p~eop~e-•s time and attenti·on •. · Right now, the man .. 

,,.: ,-~ · .-~es e'veryttil!nq .• j i;·'s. 'Unfair to put him i :n; that pos·ition to expect 
<-",. · ~:; ;#·fl ~.: ~P · t.a'k~ ott' a ~:a~(;l;n~l·. prese.rvation p·~O·qta$ ,..:w·beie all th:e · land · ' . 
. :, ... · · h.as· <JQ.t · to be. inventtir:i'ed~ t.rhese things ha.ve ' to be prepared befo·re 
. ·.i1 •• t .hey go bef.ore · tbe Farm select Committee. I•tn urging you to commit 
~ · .~~.resolvi-ng thatt th.at either get him some ;nelp or work with o.ur 

trlends from Peconic Land Trust but without that commitment this 
?roqram does not get off the ground.. So I • m asking the Board to 
really entertain that part of our recommendation . ., 

.. Okay I itt s bud<;Jet time f t .oo . As you 
a budget .and now. the 'town Board has to 
a Public Hearin9 .·on the budget on the- .. 

. anothe-r time . where you mig.ht· 
the Town aoar·d . .'ff;,.r·· :the record and:-·an ' ·,_ ' . . ' 



Joe Ger2ela: "Very good." 

I ~ " . '" De :~ .. Su ervi.so~ , K_liatov~l~e. ; · .,Also,,. J\oe, . the supetv·i.so..r wante-d 
) :t '· flit! to a~~· ,conf.irm tl\Q ·"fact: that; '!ie···would . ~ik~ to as soon·.:: a$ . Possiti,l~· 

·qet back toqether with your Comtnittee to discuss what types of 
staffing inight be nec·essary to implement this and what recommendations 
we have as- ~ell as setting up that meeting that you're asking for 
with the Suffolk Coun:ty Executive .and Health Services as well . " 

oepu.ty supervisor Kratoville: ••seing there is no othe·r one who 
1s wishing to speak I, therefore, declare the Public Hearing closed. '1 

Public ~earing .closed: 2:35p.m. 

A.jcrwJ· .· .. · .. · .. ·CPJL·,·' .· .. , . v: · .... · .. · .. 
~ ~ . . 
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Board Meeting held by., the Town Board of 

Russell Kratoville, 
Vincent Prusinowski, 
James B. Lull, 
Mark A. ·Kwasna, 
Otto Wittmeier, 

Also Present: · 

Hall, Ri verh,ead,· ·. New Yor.k, on 

Deputy Supervisor 
Councilman 
Councilman 
Councilman 
Councilman 

· . ·Barbara ,Gra't ,tan, Town 
·. ~ R,o6·et;~ · · Ko.z~ti~w.ii ·cz , . Esq., T.own 

James R. Sta,rk, Supervisor 

Deputy Supervisor Kratoville called the meeting to order at 
·:35 p.m. 

1314 

~eput~ Sueervisp_r Kratoville: u I would entertain a motion to 
:all for a .Speci~l Town Board meeting. n 

Oee~ty Supe~v:~s.o_r _ ~ratoville,: "Moved by Councilman Wittmeier, 
~conded by Councilman Lu,ll. bo we have a waiver?" 

~arbara Grattan: ''Yes, we do ... 
.. - ' q 

"Before we have the Sp-ecial Town Board 
We're -going to have a brief 

following this_~ the passage of 



councilman Frusipowski: "We're going to adopt ~ocal L.aw ll., . the 
I. . ' . ' . . • . ' . . ' . ' . . ' . ' " .. 

· .~qr.tculfural --Lanas p·.reservat~·on . I ao want t :o say , somebody ·was 
sayin.g that we started this with the land-- upzoning in th~ 80's, b~t· 

_i:J as .. 'You t:\IO 9'\ltS know·; something that was written-- the F'-armer • s Bill '· 
of ~ights which bas been kicking around the building for 10 years, l 

·· ·· thiiik ~$ ~ very· import·ant· especially with the, you know, ·with more ·· 
residet;ltial development coming in the town , so I move Resolution 853 
whieh adopts . toc:al· -La:w· 1:3 ... · · · 

·· .. o~e~-ty. fup.~pvisor Itratoville: w.N.ovtad and seconded.. Any o·ther 
discussion? All in favor? " 

,• 

, Th~ Vote (Co~lective response) : .,Aye . 0 

- - ~ - ' 
.;.• 

· _Deputy ~upervisor Kratoville: nopposed? Motion carried." 

.._ t • ·~· 

Rest)lution t854 
'' tf.,__. /~ .. • '' t, ' \ , (, ' 

Councilman· tull: ••Authorizes the Town Supervisor to submit a 
9rant application for financial assistance to the New Yor,k ~t,ate 

I . Uepartment of'. Aqricu1ture & Markets for implementation of Agricultural 
"' and Farmland Protection Plan. . so moved . "' . ~ 

:•"' ' t 

, ~o~oi:ttnan ·pru·stnow ... ski: uyes . · I just want ·to point o-ut ··to the 
·~rt$s that--- so there •s ·no misunderstanding, there is a deadline-- I 
:lG~~~Ove ~hiS'_, F)!-irlay- ·- the 2'()tb, we h·ave a dea:dlitte ·Of Octob-e~;- 20th to . 
~Ubttit this application to the State of New York to qualify for that 

. ~- ,?n~ . «<r,t tha:#. wa,5, ,apf.)roved las.t .,y .ear by · the vot~rs. so · t:tte:e • s · ~o · 
n.tsun.derstandinq that this is some type of a th1.ng at elect1on tune . 
th~~~ i$_ a r&al 4e·a~(ll;; :ine that has to , be ~de i.n Albany by .. OGt·ober 
Otn . That's the reason why we''re adoptl.nq the Local Law today and 

_u~~or.tz;,in9 ;~_the appJ.i.ca.tton to go forw~rq .. Jleca;use ~e. d~til)i~el~- . 
~ ·not want· ·to miss out on those matchin-g grants for f.armland 

, ' 



('Any 

The_·,V~te {Coll~ct~ve respons.~): .. Aye . •t 

uopposed? Motion ca·rri~d . 

Meeting c 1 os-e d : 2 : 3 8 p • m. 


