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i Minutes of a Public Hearing held at the Riverhead Town Hall,
-L_.;uyerhead,_mew York, on Tuesday, October 14, 1997, at 2:00 Paan.

Present:
Russell Kratoville Deputy Supervisor
Vincent Prusinowski, Councilman
James B. Lull, Councilman
Mark A. Kwasna, Councilman
Otto Wittmeier, Councilman

Also Present:

Barbara Grattan, Town Clerk
- Robert Kozakiewicz, Esq.,Town Attorney

| ahaentz'
.James R. Stark, Supervisor

Deputy Supervisor Kratoville called the meeting to order at 2:04
p.m.

Deputy Supervisor Kratoville: "The time is 2:04. We are having

4 Public Hearing. Would the Clerk please read the notice of
Publication."

Barbara Grattan: "I have affidavits of publishing and posting

'f3s’ﬁfélpﬂbli¢fﬂearing to be held at Riverhead Town Hall, Riverhead, New

. York, at 2:00 p.m. on October 14, 1997, to hear all interested

Persons who wish to be heard regarding the consideration of a Local
Law to amend Chapter 108 of the Town Code to add a new article
€ntitled, "Agricultural Lands Preservation."

.. Deputy supervisor Kratoville: “Rick, would you give us a
little background?"

Richard Hanley: "Yes. Richard Hanley, Planning Director. The
Local Law that's being considered this afternoon is a culmination of
~ ® great deal of effort over a long period of time by many parties to
'gﬁnﬁUQE*a”prOgram which will support the continued expansion of the

”{Q;imvﬁrt&nt_agriculturai_industry in this community as well as to provide
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for sme_ growth management residential areas within the Agricultural
A District. This work was began in 1995 when this Town Board charged
the Riverhead Planning Board to make recommendations concerning

. approximately 11,000 acres of agricturally zoned and agriculturally |

used land within the Town.

The Planning Board made those recommendations and this Town
Board held a Public Hearing in February of this year, essentially
implementing those recommendations. The Hearing was held in conjunction
with the preparation of an EIS which this Town Board prepared and
there was significant commentary at the time, the most significant

. coming from the Long Island Farm Bureau.

What the Planning Board and the Farm Bureau has been doing over
these many months is negotiating some of the issues and concerns that
the Bureau had relative to the proposed zoning ordinance and the
Planning Board making the Bureau of the issues and concerns of this
Town Board relative to land use policy in the Town.

Essentially this Local Law is a culmination of that negotiation
process, It comprised of essentially three main parts, the first
 being a right to farm or a Farmer's Bill of Rights which has been
talked about in this community for guite some time. Essentially what
that does is provides for the Planning Board and Town Board to notice
Properties that are being considered for development which are
contiguous to agricultural land. The second part of the program is
& purchase of development rights program which the Town Board
initiated through an authorization of $2,000,000 to purchase
Bevelopment rights using Town funds. It is important from our view
that this process on prioritizing properties and negotiating sales

,Df deve_lopinent rights be codified. The third part of the program is

A transfer of development rights program which essentially would

illow for property owners within a sending area which is shown on the
%ap at the front of the room in green, to transfer their as of right
evelopment rights to areas outside-- off the property and to
'?ﬁsignate a receiving area which is outlined in the red which 1s an
industrial receiving area, the orange which is a residential receiving

~ *ea, and the blue area which are two additional residential receiving

It's the view of the Planning Board as well as the Farm Bureau
It this point that-- and other commentators that this program, this
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comprehensive program will succeed in-- or could succeed in preserving
the entire farm belt, which is that 11,000 acre area shown in green
 in the Town of Riverhead. That is important for both the viability |

. of the industry as well as affording the growing of food crops for

the entire region. -

~ That is all and we invite comments from the public."
Deputy Supervisor Kratoville: "Rick, could you just maybe go

over a little bit of the farmland preservation committee and their
:lutles?“

| Rlchard Hanley_ "Yes. The Local Law that we've drafted and
devised essentially identifies a committee which is known specifically
as the Riverhead Town Farmland Preservation Committee. That committee

1as a number of duties. I should probably talk about how it's con-
stituted. |

According to this proposal, there would be four residents of
zhe Town who are actively engaged in the ownership and operation of
1 farm located upon agricultural lands within the Town. They would
>e one member of the Riverhead Town Board, the Planning Director of
=he Town of Riverhead would sit on that committee, as well as one
it large member that would be appointed by the Town Board.

That Preservation Committee has a number of functions which were
*pecifically talked about in the Local Law. They are charged with
-he responsibility of reviewing and approving a general inventory of
agricultural lands within the Town. They are to make recommendations
M lands which development rights should be purchased by the Town
oard and/or by the County of Suffolk and that's the County's ongoing
’tTogram. They also would be authorized and obligated to review
ipplications for development on the fee simple which remains from
-ands which the Town buys a development rights. The intent here 1is
0 have the agricultural community involved in looking at development
n agrlcultural lands whxch is agrlrulturally oriented.

The thlrd-—- prabably the more .meortant activities that that
‘Ommittee would be involved with would be acting as a clearing house
\dvisory board for the transfer of development rights program, Those
\re the funct;ons of that committee."



Deputy Supervisor Kratoville: "Is there anyone who would like
to make comment at this time in reference to this Public Hearing?"

Lyle Wells: "Good afternoon. I'm Lyle Wells, an eleventh
jeneration farmer here in the Town of Riverhead. I also serve as
the Chair of the Long Island Farm Bureau's Riverhead Town Local
\ffairs Committee.

Uk As Rick had said, today is a historic day culminating a lot of
_vork by the farm community, Barbara Blass and the members of the
‘?lanning Board, Rick Hanley and the Town Board under the leadership
»>f Jim Stark. Today is not the end of the process, but the beginning.
'he Town Board's actions to codify the Riverhead Agricultural Lands
’reservation program gives us a legal basis to implement this program.

¥ithout a serious commitment from the Town Board, Planning Board and

. tick Hanley, this program cannot succeed. The Riverhead farmers are
ommitted to making this program work as it is too important to the
farm community and the citizens of Riverhead. We need to work
-ogether to achieve our goals.

. The best farmland preservation program that we know of is for

. farmers to make a profit on their investment. Farming is a business
sased on the farmers most important capital asset, which is their |
»roperty, their land. All too often, short sighted efforts to
»reserve land are undertaken without regard for the goals, needs, and
*ircumstances of those who own and work the land. 1In the end,
strategies such as zoning moratoria, bureaucratic delays, blanket up-
toning, and the countervailing moves to weaken land use regulation,
Ebstefjdigtrust and polarize the community that lead to a far greater
»ublic cost. -

_ The program we are here to support today is not perfect - but
+t will provide a blueprint for a fair, responsible and far reaching
. togram for the continued viability of agriculture and the protection
?g_’fiﬁrmlaﬁd'in the Town of Riverhead. The program, in particular,
-he Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) program requires public in-
f€Stment. In the short term that investment provides dividends in
tany forms such as reduced density of residential development, wild-
tife habitat, aquifer recharge, fresh food for our residents and the
~ Aesthetic value of providing open space and vistas enjoyed by our
. eighbors. There are savings to the taxpayers in that farmland only
:?-Teq“ireﬁﬁapproximately $.26 in services for every tax dollar paid by
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. 2 landowner cbmpared to $1.36 in services for every dollar paid by a

home. It is cost effective to invest in preserving the land.

"Théf&ddption of this Local Law will allow the Town of Riverhead

. to position itself to leverage the Town's monies against other monies

available from Suffolk County, New York State, and the Federal
Government. We urge the Town Board to use the full $2,000,000 that

 -youtha$e"set aside for farmland/open space in your application for
'~ New York State Bond Act monies as this would possibly provide up to

$6,000,000 from New York State to kick start our program. We will

~ need that find of funding for a number of years until we get the job
[ done. e " | |

Please let me address several components of this Local Law in
detail.

1) Right to Farm in Riverhead - We fully support this important
oublic policy declaration by the Town. This does not give farmers
nore rights than his neighbors, but allows farmers to conduct
iccepted farming practices recognizing that certain activities may

'fiaake'ﬂdise; dust, odors, etc. Too many times people that move out

'"ere to enjoy a rural quality of life do not understand the operations
‘onducted in agricultural businesses. This section of the code will

~_Jrovide notice to new residences built in the future so that they

\now they will be residing in a farming community. This policy

- should help to further reduce future conflicts between farmers and
':1eighbors.

~2) Purchase of Development Rights component - suffolk County

_ leveloped the first PDR program in the United States in 1974 and
- iile the county has not reached the desired goal of 20,000 acres of

‘‘eserved farmland, it is still functioning. As government has grown

~ |n other areas of spending such as social programs, health care, etc.,
~ ‘here has been less monies available for farmland preservation.

Aast-West county politics, a slow working appraisal and negotiating
‘ocess by the County Real Estate Department and certain limitations

' f‘tﬁﬁ program itself have cause the county program to limp along.

A Riverhead Town program will allow local needs to be addressed

¥ a locally controlled Farmland Select Committee that can aggressively
1 Ve forward without goals-- with our goals. Big difference. The

©cal Law will allow the Town to receive matching funds from the
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suffolk County, New York State and the Federal Government to acquire
 Riverhead Farmland Development Rights. We are in full support of
;tnls pragram as de51gned

3} Transfer of DeveIOpment Rights component - Central to any
effective planning for the preservation of farmland is the creation
~of a transfer of Development Rights Program. The Town recognized
. that need by the enactment of Article 95A of the Town Zoning Code.
 However, the provisions of the code need to be expanded in order for
- TRs to be a viable option. The TDR program proposed today is a
';W%arting'point. It has severe limitations because of the arbitrary
manner by which the Suffolk County Health Department approves sub-
 divisions. With, in effect, a two acre zoning requirement in hydro-
‘geologic Zone 3, the program provides no incentives to landowners to
e TDR's. The PDR Program and one acre grid subdivision is still
- a option for affected landowners in Zone 3. We urge a commitment

~ from Rick Hanley, Barbara Blass, and the Planning Board, the Super-

visor and the Town Board to work with the AG Committee to address
this issue directly with the County Executive, the Suffolk County
._f&mrd af Health, and appropriate staff.

The ready conversion of residential units to commercial uses is

Lhe cornerstone of an effective transfer program. Specifically,
 Ttsldential units must be easily transferable to commercial,
. ladustrial or retail uses by use of a standard equivalency much the
dime way the Pine Barrens Program works now. This Local Law must be
*ipanded over time to develop this principal. The Town Board should

WE consider any applications for projects above existing zoning
 Mthout the use of TDR's. Furthermore, all potential receiving sites
_lould be considered including the former Grumman facility in
-ilverton. Lastly, administration of a TDR program should be done
_ -‘rough the Clearinghouse/TDR Bank to facilitate the Transfer of
_;Hvelapment Rights transactions. We strongly urge the Town to
liilize and fund such a vehicle. There is no reason to go forward
fith TDR's unless there is a commitment to make the program useful

% all landowners who wish to sell development rights through the
R Program.

4) leltEd Development - The Peconic Land Trust-- I see John
% here today-- a not for profit organization, specializes in working
ffth i“le1dual landowners and families to plan the future of their
_ "sets (in this case land) to allow for the passing of land to the
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1inext gﬁngration. This is done through a variety of mechanisms in-
 eluding limiting development, gifting, selling development rights,

. etc. to address the affects of our federal and state estate tax

' _consequences. We urge the Town to consider a planning board policy
to expedite limited development plans in that the landowner voluntarily
-;deaides;tg limit development on their land in order to preserve
farmland. As time goes on, the Peconic Land Trust will play a major
~ role in service to landowners and the Town.

| 5) Installment Purchase Agreement - New York State in Chapter
. 529 of the laws of 1996 has authorized municipalities the ability to
 facilitate the Purchase of Development Rights by spreading payments
- over time. The legislation is designed to make it less expensive
. for municipalities to acquire interests in land while giving important
tax advantages to the landowner. The specifics of this program are
. tlaborated on in the Long Island Farm Bureau report (Exhibit E) that
= which I believe you all have-- was submitted to the Town in May

 of this year. We recommend that the Town pursue this program to
. farther the preservation program.

: Just to summarize, the Local Affairs Committee would like to
- ‘ecommend the following actions:

: 1) That the Town go forward to adopt the proposed local law
8 presented.

2) Leverage the full $2,000,000 from the Town's farmland/open
ipace funding resolution to receive a possible $6,000,000 matching
‘und from the New York State Clean Air/Clean Water Bond Act for the
!cquisition of development rights.

3) We would like to see a commitment to resolving the problems
_ ith the Suffolk County Health Department by setting up a meeting
~ Lth the Suffolk County Executive, Suffolk County Board of Health,
‘ealth Department staff, and appropriate Riverhead Town officials and
,.wmm&fﬁ of the Ag Advisory Committee.

4) Ensure that there is funding from the Riverhead Town General
. 'dget to adequately fund staffing in the Riverhead Planning Depart-
©ent for impelmentation of this program. Furthermore, we recommend

~ hat Riverhead Town consider hiring the Peconic Land Trust to serve

% administrator and/or consultant for the preservation program.
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Without the staff needed to implement and do the job, this program
~will not achieve the stated goals of the town. Thank you. Any
: --’--questlons? s

' Beputz Supervisor Kratoville: "Is there anyone else that would
 like to speak? George?"

George Schmelzer: "Let somebody speak first."

| Dﬁpugygquervisor Kratoville: "You're next. Okay, Barbara."

Barbara Blass: "Mr. Deputy Supervisor, Councilmen, ladies and
gentlemen. My name is Barbara Blass. And I want to share with you
- some observations on behalf of the Riverhead Planning Board. First
. Lwould like to thank all of the individuals who gave of their time

- ad shared their talents and expertise over the last several years

~ to get us to the point that we are at today. My collegues on the
Planning Board and I want to emphasize that this proposed Local Law
fepresents a compromise in the approach to the goals and objectives

siared by both the Planning Board and the Farm Bureau for Riverhead
Fown .

: There are still issues which demand our attention and resources
wd the Planning Board does indeed remain committed to working with
-ie farming community to successfully resolve them. Having said
-lat, let us not underestimate the importance of this legislation
ud the critical positive step that it represents in Riverhead's
wJ,rm commitment to the agricultural industry, the viability of which
| HMsures eur quallty of llfe.

Thls Local Law is quite literally the foundation for the Town's
‘irmland Pprotection program. At the risk of sounding dramatic, we
“n't hope to meet our obligation to future generations without it.
. urge you to adopt Local Law No. 13 entitled "Agricultural Lands
};*Eservatxan wlth pride and conviction. Thank you."

, __Ruty Supervisor Kratoville: "Thank you. Is there anyone
‘8¢ who would like to-- okay, George."

@ Ge°{2§'SChmelzer. "I'm glad I don't have any land involved in
- "8, 1'd be ashamed of it. It's a damn disgrace. You are acting
ke § buneh cf Communists. We are going back to the feudal system.
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 ‘Afarmer won't be a serf on his own land. All this nonsense about
~ jpreserving stuff.”

o Céundilman Prusinowski: "It's a voluntary program. 'NObody has
.10 sign up for it."

George Schmelzer: "Yeah, but they push the-- well, the tax-
 payers money, is that voluntary?"

L 'Cﬁﬁnﬁilman Prusinowski: "Well, 3400 acres have been voluntarily
- s0ld to the Suffolk County Development Rights."

George Schmelzer: "You've got $2,000,000 of taxpayers' money.

_Is that voluntary? Can I say my portion you can't use? 1Is that
wluntary? No."

| Caunéilman Prusinowski: "Well, most of Riverhead-- this is one
case where Suffolk County has paid off for the people of Riverhead
Lecause the majority of the Suffolk County preservation money comes

. from western suffolk that bought the 3400 acres in Riverhead, because
:JE're 10% of the-- "

. Géérg¢ Schme1zer: "I'm talking about the $2,000,000 in Riverhead
| ey

Councilman Prusinowski: "That's correct and I'm sure that if
had a public referendum on, I'm sure it would pass overwhelmingly.
Peconic County passed by 7% in the town."

-
%

G£0§g§~schmelzer: "Why don't you have one?"

Councilman Prusinowski: "Well, we did one because I (inaudible)
'@ Peconic County vote to create Peconic County as-- in the same
_ ‘rection as spending this $2,000,000 for open space. We have
 ®litical polls that show that farmland preservation using this type

% money is very popular with the people in Riverhead and they live
9d work here." :

; George Schmelzer: "Talk about two acre zoning, how many of you
__“Ve two acres on your own house?"

Epunéfiméhlprusinawski: "We're not talking about two acre
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 zoning."

i --Géarge SchmelZer; "We are talking about it. The whole thing
~ started with two acre zoning. The Planning Board-- have two acres
. on their own house, too."

_ Councilman Prusinowski: "We're not talking about two acre
.~ woning here."

i George Schmelzer: "Well, what did it start off from? It
~ started off from that, didn't it?"

Councilman Prusinowski: "Sure."

G&otge.Schmelzer: "Now you abandoned that?"

o Counéilman Prusinowski: "Well, we're doing-- we're trying a
. Hifferent approach in cooperation with the Farm Bureau."

L George Schmelzer: "Yeah. What's the problem? Too many people
_ In the country? If there's too many people in the country, go to--
tell them to cut out the immigration, that's all."

Councilman Prusinowski: "Residential development is a very--
'S a drain on the tax base because of the school taxes."

e George Schmelzer: "Where are people going to live? Throw them
11 way like animals?" .

L “Cﬁﬁncilman'PruSinowski: "There are plenty of people moving into
_ :his Town right now-- especially Wading River, 1s the fastest growing
_’art of the Town., So that's not a problem."

George Schmelzer: "You mean you are denying the right to live
ere2"

Councilman Prusinowski: "Not at all. We have more and more
~ '®ople moving into the Town of Riverhead. I know there's a group of
~ ‘eople running around time right now, election time, telling the Town
~ O¥ bad it is here, but there's thousands of people trying to move
E{ g the Tﬁﬂﬂ,on'any given day."
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'Gzeitii'gsé Schmelzer: "Well the population since 1945 has doubled
jationwide, but not in Riverhead."

__ Cbﬁﬁeilman,"Prus'i'nowski: "That's correct because of programs
like the Suffolk County Farm Program which has preserved 3400 acres
~and they would have been about 4,000 homes."

George Schmelzer: "Well, we're going back to the Middle Ages.
Che farmer would become a serf on his own land. First they steal it
. Zrom him from inheritance tax, then they have-- the heir has to sell
sart of the farm to pay the tax, then they take that money and come
=0 him to buy development rights. It's really his own money. What

. xind of system is this?"

Councilman Prusinowski: "Well, I agree with you on inheritance
~ax. My family faced the same thing. There's a lot I see-- Mrs.
Anderson is out there. A lot of farm families. I think that Congress
L8 trying to correct that, but I agree that's an outrage."

| Gé-ﬁ{ge Schmelzer: "What's the matter with the Farm Bureau?
Chey're not doing anything about it."

Councilman Lull: "They are not a legislative body, George."

George schmelzer: "What?"

Councilman Lull: "They're not a legislative body."

George Schmelzer: "I didn't say they are; you said it.'

Councilman Lull: "That's right. They can't make any decisions."

Gem;gg Schmelzer: "wWell, you know better than that. I didn't
‘ay to yo'u-- .

Councllman Prusmowskl' "No. The Farm Bureau's position is,
- believe they have lobbied in Washington; they're for change in the
_ 'State tax laws. 1Isn't that correct, Joe? You and I have talked
bout this. The Farm Bureau is a lobbyist body and they go to Albany
‘Nd to Washington to, you know, to push for these types of changes."

Geﬂggg Sf:"ﬁinalze_r:' “aAnd they—- "




‘ﬁéiﬁéwSki;g?“And we're hav1ng a debate tomorrow
'; quecause i want to get some practlce."

_ .,%M;a farm shmuld have two choices, to pay the taxes or
ot If h& dOesn t want to pay the taxes, he must sign a covenant
%mat tneﬁland waulﬁ be used for farming for 20 years.“ .

: "caunallman Pruslnowskl- "Well,: we have that now in the exght

Gearge Schmelzer. “NO'I’m-talking about the federal.tax;“

Cﬁuncllman Pru31n0wsk1° "Oh, the federal tax.f Okay.“

L - Ge rge Schmelzer.  "Then in the 1nter1m after that was settled
fféim made the 20 year commitment, he sells the land, the cost of the
gg;*ﬁnd wauld be zero. Do you understand what I mean?" -

'{fgﬁﬂpmilman'Prusinowskif. "I'm in favor of that "

o _ .§§2ife.Schmelzer. "Yes, and it wouldn't cost a cent. Wouldn't

;Cauncllman Prusxnowskl. "Most farmers 1 know—- '

i@ﬁ_znﬁﬁeﬁrfe Sbhmelzer*- "And%~ fafmers~& what do you have in here?
?Ji{&mw'greaae? Same polltloal grease7 I don't know. No smell to it."

o ,"Bﬂ*utf Saiervxsar Kratev1lle".“Yau're.not'in_faVOf of adopting

:';§ﬁ§§§$53¢ﬁme12ér: J“No.“

'fﬁﬁfutf Suparv1scr Kratovzlle. "Okay. "

. fGﬁaqgg Sthelzer'ﬂ "To me 1t s a socxallst system, It's silly.
ava a different tax structure, like I said, I won't repeat what I
aid, it*wauld cost the farmer nothing, it would cost the taxpayﬁrs .
. rgthlﬂg and if an heir decided to stay in farmzng, he {1naud1b1e)
1 ?1nr'zg yaars and dan t have his tax.™ - -

hme°zer*? ”Thls is a dxsgrace. You mlght be better off f”-
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Councilman Prusinowski: "Well, that's the federal tax law. I'm
in favor of that, sure."

e Gédrgé&Schmelzere- "Well, the Farm Bureau ought to do something
il about that.” '

Councilman Prusinowski: "Well, I know they're tying to lobby
for a change in the state-- "

George Schmelzer: "I never heard any lobby like that. All they
lobby is for mooch money. We've got corporate welfare, personal
_ welfare, now you've got farmer's welfare. All the same damn system.
Bunch of damn mooch-- "

Counqilman Prusinowski: "Well, let me ask you a guestion."

Gé0£g§ Schmel2er= "Yeah, go ahead."

Councilman Prusinowski: "All the farmers in the midwest are
- subsidized with all these subsidies, I know people in the east don't
jet that kind of money except for some poultry farmers that I know
~ that raise exotic animals, but other than that, on Long Island, most
~ 2f the farmers don't get that type of direct sudsidies like in the
tidwest for not growing grain and stuff, so-- "

George Schmelzer: "Well then do we get paid for not growing
jucks? Geez how many ducks here?"

Councilman Prusinowski: "well, I know that."

Gquge Schmelzer: "How many ducks (inaudible) not raise if we
/Ot paid for not raising them?"

Councilman Prusinowski: "Like I agree. I'm saying that. None
't us got that kind of subsidies. So-- "

G@o{ig Schmelzer: "well, grain, the country has to have-- be
 'SSured to have sufficient grain every year. There's some reason
Or that, but not the way they do it. And potatoes, not like they're
Arth control pills for potatoes, you can keep them beyond the season
o *“’thﬁtaiﬁﬂaes the market up, so well they pay the tobacco growers,
 hey got development rights, well the government gets more from
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-tﬁba-C'CO tax than the farmers get for the tobacco, so I don't know
why we don't. But it's getting crazier every year. It's all aid

__"_-___-gnd-;t.o me i-t_'-s: ba:d_-but' I don't-- I'm disgusted with a system like
this. You should think of something different. Start off with the

federal tax system just like I said."

Deputy Supervisor Kratoville: "So we can let the record show
that George Schmelzer is opposed to the Agricultural Lands Preserva-
tion."

George Schmelzer: "To me, it's asinine."

Deputy Supervisor Kratoville: "Okay, thank you."

~ George Schmelzer: "You ought to be ashamed to propose something
like that, really. You'd think that we're getting to be a Soviet
Aerzea.n | -

Deputy Supervisor Kratoville: "Okay, George."

George Schmelzer: "People got away from that in Europe to be
& serf; now we're going back to serfdom again. You can call them
what you want, but that's what it is. Okay. I've got to go. I
can't listen to this crap anymore. So long."

Deputy Supervisor Kratoville: "Bye."

COun_cil?man. Wittmeier: "Have a good day, George."

. George Schmelzer: "Well, I hope so; I've got other things to
do. The day is good. Good-bye."

~ Deputy Supervisor Kratoville: "Is there anyone else who would
like to make a statement?"

Councilman Wittmeier: "Yes, I would like to say-- add to
Barbara's ana Lyle's comments. There were a lot of meetings and some
were very long and I say in on some of them. Victor has certainly
Y€en a member longer than I have and hearing some of the concerns of
the farmers, it's very important I think that this is a very important
day As Lyle said, this program might not be perfect, but it 1is a
Starting point and if any of us were out this weekend or the last two
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. weekends and underestimate the importance of farming to this community
| as far as bringing in dollars that, then you must have had your eyes

. eclosed. Because farming is extremely important in this community.
. 1t brings a lot of money in; a lot of people come out here and visit
the farmstands and everything else. So you have my continued support
and I hope we get the program to where it is perfect for you."

Councilman Lull: "I guess also just sitting here-- was it
eight months ago when it first started? February. And listening to
the responses to the first documents and talking with various farmers
iand hearing people's responses to see us come at this point to a
system that we can live with as a beginning for a long term program
- for the town and incorporating the long term programs of the county,
1 want to thank the work of Rick and his staff, Barbara and her
. board, and Joe and Lyle and the rest of the Farm Bureau for the
'ji;fsimple;faétfof sitting down and talking to each other until it became
. clear that there was a direction you would take together. 1It's the
. way it should really work." '

Deputy Supervisor Kratoville: "Yes, Joe?"

Joe Gergela: "I guess you want my name. Joe Gergela, Executive
Director of Long Island Farm Bureau. The only thing that I would
like to add and to underscore something extremely important and that
s that Rick Hanley can't do everything himself in this town and he

 heeds some help in that Planning Department. This program is going
fff?ﬂ require staff people's time and attention. Right now, the man
~_ does everything. It's unfair to put him in that position to expect
.~ him to take on a farmland preservation program where all the land
f“_has got to be inventoried. These things have to be prepared before
~ they go before the Farm Select Committee. I'm urging you to commit
“0 resolving that, that either get him some help or work with our
friends from Peconic Land Trust but without that commitment this
?Togram does not get off the ground. So I'm asking the Board to
feéally entertain that part of our recommendation."

Councilman Prusinowski: "Okay, it's budget time, too. As you
thow, the Supervisor sent us a budget and now the Town Board has to
leliberate and there will be a Public Hearing on the budget on the

 Vednesday after Election Day and that's another time where you might

. ?f;ﬁmu;ta make that statement to the Town Board for the record and on
A RGN . | .
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Joe Gérgpla: "Very good."

L Deputy Supervisor Kratoville: "Also, Joe, the Supervisor wanted
- nme to also confirm the fact that he would like to as soon as possible
_ get back together with your Committee to discuss what types of
staffing might be necessary to implement this and what recommendations
we have as well as setting up that meeting that you're asking for
- with the Suffolk County Executive and Health Services as well."

Jcefé@rgela; "Excellent."

Deputy Supervisor Kratoville: "Being there is no other one who
is wishing to speak I, therefore, declare the Public Hearing closed."

Public Hearing closed: 2:35 p.nm.

(ar Dadlen
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WAW ER OF NOTICE AND CONSENT
OF SPECIAL MEETING '

We, the UnderSIgned being all members of the Riverhead Town
ard of the Town of Riverhead, County of Suffolk, and State of New York,

. 'da hemby waive notice of the time, place, date and purpose of a meeting of

the Town Board of the Town of Riverhead, to be held at the Town Hall,

b Riverhead, New York at 3:00 P.M. the 14th day of October, 1997, and do

consent to the holding of such meeting for the purpose of:

~ Res. No. 854 Authorizes Town Supervisor to Submit Grant Application for
| Financial Assistance to the New York State Department of
Agriculture & Markets for Iimplementation of Agricultural and
Farmland Protection Plan.

Res. No; 853 ADOPTES LOCAL LAW #14-AGRICULTURAL LANDS PRESERVATION

Dated: Octaber 14, 1997
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| Minutes of a Special Board Meeting held by the Town Board of
 the Town of Riverhead, at Town Hall, Riverhead, New York, on Tuesday,
afi}%taber;l4p;l997;’atTZ:OO p.m. '

Present:
Russell Kratoville, Deputy Supervisor
Vincent Prusinowski, Councilman
James B. Lull, Councilman
Mark A. Kwasna, Councilman
Otto Wittmeier, Councilman

Also Present:

Barbara Grattan, Town Clerk
~ Robert Kozakiewicz, Esq.,Town Attorney

Absent:
James R. Stark, Supervisor

Deputy Supervisor Kratoville called the meeting to order at
135 p.m,

Deputy Supervisor Kratoville: "I would entertain a motion to
241l for a Special Town Board meeting."

Councilman Wittmeier: "So moved."

COuhCilman Lull: "Seconded."

Deputy Supervisor Kratoville: "Moved by Councilman Wittmeier,
éconded by Councilman Lull. Do we have a waiver?"

Barbara Grattan: "Yes, we do."

| Councilman Prusinowski: "Before we have the Special Town Board
~ ®8ting I would ask the press to stay. We're going to have a brief
~_ "®ss conference on another matter following this, the passage of
~_hése two resolutions."
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--Resqlution #853

: Councilman Prusinowski: "We're going to adopt Local Law 13, the
Agricultural Lands Preservation. I do want to say, somebody was
saying that we started this with the land-- upzoning in the 80's, but
as you two guys know, something that was written-- the Farmer's Bill
of Rights which has been kicking around the building for 10 years, I

'””tmink_isTvery important especially with the, you know, with more

residential development coming in the town, so I move Resolution 853
which adopts Local Law 13."

Councilman Lull: "Second."

 Deputy Supervisor Kratoville: "Moved and seconded. Any other
discussion? All in favor?"

TheiVoté (Collective response): "Aye."

Degutz_Supérvisor Kratoville: "Opposed? Motion carried."

Reéﬁlution #6854

Councilman Lull: "Authorizes the Town Supervisor to submit a
grant application for financial assistance to the New York State
~ Department of Agriculture & Markets for implementation of Agricultural
_ @nd Farmland Protection Plan. So moved."

Councilman Prusinowski: "Seconded."

~ Deputy Supervisor Kratoville: "Moved and seconded. Any
- discussio?" | .

Councilman Prusinowski: "Yes. I just want to point out to the
*fess that-- so there's no misunderstanding, there is a deadline-- I
selieve this Friday-- the 20th, we have a deadline of October 20th to
‘ubmit this application to the State of New York to qualify for that
a.ﬁmd,aﬁt that was approved last year by the voters. S0 there's no
fisunderstanding that this is some type of a thing at election time.
here is a real deadline that has to be made in Albany by October
‘0th. That's the reason why we're adopting the Local Law today and
““hﬂrizingwthe application to go forward. Because we definitely
© Not want to miss out on those matching grants for farmland




preservation."

Deputy Supervisor Kratoville: "Any other discussion? All in

. favori®

Therote (Colleétive response): "Aye."

Deputy Supervisor Kratoville: "Opposed? Motion carried.

There being no further business, I therefore declare the Special
Town Board Meeting closed."

Meeting closed: 2:38 p.m.




