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Minutes of a Regular Board Meeting held by the Town Board of 
the Town of Riverhead, held in the Riverhead Town Hall, Howell 
Avenue, Riverhead, New York, on Tuesday, February 1, 1994, at 
7:00 p.m. 

Present: 

Victor Prusinowski, 
James Stark, 
Frank Creighton, 
Harriet Gilliam, 

Also Present: 

Councilman 
Councilman 
Councilman 
Councilwoman 

Barbara Grattan, Town Clerk 
Robert F. Kozakiewicz, Esq. Town Attorney 

Absent: 

Joseph F. Janoski, Supervisor 

Councilman Stark called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and 
the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Councilman Stark: "Thank you for your bearing with us tonight. 
We had an emergency Executive Session. Would the Town Clerk read-- " 

Barbara Grattan: "How about approving the minutes?" 

Councilman Stark: "Wait a minute. Is there a motion to 
approve the minutes of the January 18th meeting?" 

Councilman Prusinowski: "So moved." 

Councilman Creighton: "Seconded. " 

Councilman Stark: "Moved and seconded." 

The Vote: Gilliam, yes ; Creighton, yes; Stark, yes; 
Prusinowski, yes. 4 Yes. 
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REPORTS: 

Building Dept. 

Town Clerk 

Tax Receiver 

Police Department 

Open Bid Report 

APPLICATIONS: 

Parade Permit 

Special Permit 
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Monthly report for January, 1994 
$6,692.00 

Monthly report for January, 1994 
$16,689.77 

The annual report for 1993 
Total collections - $117,103.10 

Total taxes collected 1993-94 
$22,872,962.77 

December 1993 report 

Abandoned/Junk vehicles - four 
bids were received. Opened on 
1/25/94 at 11:00 

1. Gershow Recycling - $42.48 
2. Alive Used Auto Parts -

$38.29 
3. Fred J. Gallo Used Auto Parts, 

Inc. - $31.00 
4. Jerry's Auto Salvage -

$26.00 

Donald R. Ministries requests 
parade permit for June 25, 1994, 
beginning at noon behind Sears 
and Salvation Army through the 
Town of Riverhead to Stotzky 
Park for a prayer and praise 
rally 

Application - Paraco Gas in 
Calverton for a wholesale storage 
and distribution facility 

I 

l 
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CORRESPONDENCE: 

Family of Nora 
Dirska 

P. Neogy 

Mrs . Nancy R . Harrell 

Mrs . Jean Bullock 

Jim Dreeben 

Calverton Civic Assoc . 
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Acknowledgment of appreciation 

Letter requesting that the 
flooding be alleviated on 
Oakleigh Avenue 

Admonishes Town for leaving out 
name of Deputy Superintendent of 
Highways on the program for the 
swear1ng in of Office on January 
1 ' 1994 

Admonishes Town for leaving out 
name of Deputy Superintendent of 
Highways on the program for the 
swear1ng in of Office on January 
1 , 1994 

Outraged that taxpayers have to 
pay for Insurance Manager 

Serious concerns about the severe 
flooding on Riley Avenue at the 
intersection with Edwards Ave . 

Councilman Stark: "Thank 
hour of 7 : 21 p.m. has arrived . 
Notice of Public Hearing ." 

you . Let the record show that the 
Would the Clerk please read the 

------------------------------------------------------------------

P U B L I C H E A R I N G 0 P E N E D: 7:21 p . m. 

Barbara Grattan: " I have affidavits of publishing and posting 
of a Public Hearing to be held at Riverhead Town Hall at 7 : 10 p.m . 
on Tuesday , February 1 , 1994 , to hear all interested persons who 
wish to be heard regarding the granting of the right to use street, 
highways a nd public places by community organizations and individuals 
as required by Town Law Section 64(7). " 
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Councilman Stark: 
like to-- " 

"Bobby, do you have any comments you would 

(Unidentified): "No, I have nothing at this time." 

Councilman Stark: "Is there anyone wishing to be heard on 
this particular Public Hearing? Steve?" 

Steve Haizlip: "Steve Haizlip of Calverton. Using the streets , 
the public facilities for the public is a great thing . It gives 
the people places to go; somewhere to perform the activities . But 
the only thing is, is there any type of insurance provided in the 
event of a serious accident, resulting maybe from a ride or from a 
fall or something like that? That 's the only thing I would have 
to input ." 

Councilman Stark: "Not that I believe, Steve, they are a 
public highways, they are covered under our liability insurance 
coverage and we assume that right or that obligation when we allow 
the public to use them as a Polish Town Civic Fair or something 
like that." 

Steve Haizlip: "Well ,-- " 

Councilman Prusinowski: "Each group though-- each individual 
group, who petition the Town Board, we ask for certificates of in
surance holding the Town harmless. We do that with the Country 
Fair and the Polish Fair. And the Board accepts them before we 
give specific permission. We've been doing that for years ." 

Steve Haizlip: "All right. That sounds okay ." 

Councilman Stark: "Is there anybody else wishing to be heard 
on this Public Hearing?" 

George Schmelzer: "I don't quite understand this . You mean 
the people have no right right now? Never had, or are you granting 
a right? What is it? I don't quite understand." 

Robert Kozakiewicz: "Town Law allows for this and what we ' re 
doing is just implementing legislation to coincide or conform with 
what the Town Law of the State of New York provides." 
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George Schmelzer: "You mean you are making the Town Code 
comply with what the State wants?" 
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Robert Kozakiewicz: "Well, it's-- we're trying to bring it 
in conformance. I mean it 's always been the case-- Riverhead 
Polish Fair 1s a classic example of use of streets and as Victor 
has pointed out, when they do this event , they would file an 
application with the Town, and part of that application would pro
vide for insurance." 

George Schmelzer: "Now they don't have to?" 

Councilman Prusinowski: "What this Resolution-- what this 
Public Hearing is for tonight, years ago we would hold Public 
Hearings on each individual application. We hold one for the 
Country Fair, we would hold one for the Polish Town Fair. We 
would hold one for the Fire Department to have their parade. What 
we're doing here is that we hold one Public Hearing for all of 
these events that come up during the year , and then the Town Board 
will pass permission by Resolution, so it saves us the time to 
have a Public Hearing each time these events come to us, and as 
long as they provide the certificate of insurance and the other re
quirements that the Town Board may set, they may use the public 
streets." 

George Schmelzer: "Suppose they-- you have the Hearing to
night but somebody in June has a thought, they want to have a 
parade. Is it too late?" 

Councilman Prusinowski: "No. They just come to the Town 
Board, ask our permission, they fill out a parade permit like they 
normally do, they provide the certificate of insurance that we re
qulre, and we pass a Resolution and give permission. But we don't 
have a Public Hearing anymore. This Public Hearing tonight is for 
that." 

George Schmelzer: "Well, you got kind of to reduce the 
bureaucracy or make it more efficient?" 

Councilman Stark: "Speed it up, George." 
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George Schmelzer: 

Councilman Stark: 

George Schmelzer : 
more questions." 

Councilman Stark: 

George Schmelzer: 
come back up . " 

Councilman Stark: 

George Schmelzer : 

Councilman Stark : 
tonight ." 

George Schmelzer : 

Councilman Stark : 
of t h is Public Hearing? 
the Hearing closed ." 
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" Huh? " 

" Speed it up . " 

" Speed it up? Okay. That ' s enough . No 

"Thank you, George. " 

"I f you bring something else up, maybe I ' ll 

"Okay ." 

"Okay. Thank you. " 

" I ' m sure there will be a lot of questions 

"Are you sure? Okay ." 

"Anybody else wishing to speak on behalf 
If not , without objection , I ' ll consider 

P U B L I C H E A R I N G C L 0 S E D: 7:25 p . m. 

-------------------------- -------------------------- --------------

Councilman Stark : "Anybody wishing to speak to the Town 
Board on any particular matter at this particular time? Alice? " 

Alice Graf f : "Alice Graff , Riverhead. With this junk stuff, 
j unk cars and so on and so fo r th , will this mean that all those 
junk cars across from the old high school , will that be taken care 
of? That's been such a horror for so many years now . The place 
is beginning to-- the windows are being broken and the place looks 
like a garbage dump right now-- it has looked like one for ages . 
I hope t h is will take care of it , perhaps. " 

Councilman Stark : " No , this particular award , awards the right 
for $42 . 48 per car . These are cars that we have destined through 
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our people at the municipal garage to be-- " 

Alice Graff : "Auctioned off or whatever? " 

Councilman Stark : "Well , value less than $750 . We right now 
at the municipal garage in storage have probably 70 vehicles that 
we have picked up in assorted places in Town and impounded up there 
because they were either on the highway or in a place of public 
thoroughfare or j ust abandoned ." 

Alice Graff: "But , how-- " 

Councilman Stark : "The old BEEBE ' S ga s statien 
the gentleman who was running it to the best of my knowledge-- I ' ve 
been and I don ' t know this for a fact , but I ' ve heard that he has 
been evicted . There are cars starting to move out of there, there 
are people who have had cars there are coming back to lay claim on 
their cars , so shortly , hopefully, that area will be dispensed of 
cars. " 

Alice Graff : " I certainly hope so. It certainly is a rat ' s 
nest there . Thank you. " 

Councilman Stark : "You are welcome. Anybody else? Sherry?" 

Sherry Patterson : "Sherry Patterson , 3 Waterview Court , 
Riverhead . Jimmy , two weeks ago , I asked you a number of questions 
regarding the newly created position of Insurance Manager . And at 
that time , you chose not to answer most of them . Actually , I don ' t 
think you answered any of them. " 

Councilman Stark: " I believe that at that time you directed 
those questions to the entire Board, Sherry. You did not 
specifically say- - " 

Sherry Patterson : "No . Well , you were acting as Deputy 
Supervisor at the time , so . " 

Councilman Stark: 
entire Board ." 

Sherry Patterson: 

"But you directed your questions to the 

"Okay . Many of those questions were 
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answered in the newspaper this past week. In light of recent de
velopments , I would ask the Town Board to be responsible to the tax
payers of this community and rescind Resolution No. 81 appointing 
Ed Kelley as Insurance Manager of the Town of Riverhead. Thank 
you." 

Councilman Stark: "Thank you, Sherry." 

Councilman Creighton: "May I comment?" 

Councilman Stark: "Sure ." 

Councilman Creighton: "There is a Resolution which you may 
not have in your packet, that was added , 116, which proposes to 
abolish the position of Insurance Manager and does effectively what 
you just asked to do, and that will be offered when we go through 
the Resolutions tonight." 

Sherry Patterson: "Thank you. " 

Councilman Stark: "Bill, I think you have your hand up." 

Bill Roberts: "My name is Bill Roberts, Baiting Hollow. A 
couple of short items. Number one, I think that the Resolution 
providing for stop for pedestrians in crossways on Main Street was 
handled very nicely, having those rolling stanchions rather than 
the overhead signs. That's much more aesthetically pretty and it's 
practical. 

One thing that bothers me since I am one, and I'm sure there 
may be others in the audience here, is that anytime there's a snow
fall, in the shopping centers the disabled parking spots are the 
ones that are plowed in and are not usable by disabled persons. 
It's much easier for the people who have the contracts to clear 
those shopping fields, to plow everything towards , unfortunately, 
the spots that are reserved for people with disabilities. I can 
provide you with all photographs or anytime it snows you can go 
out and see for yourself. I'd like to see the Town pass an 
ordinance making the owners of those shopping centers responsible 
and fined for each spot that they block by snow piled on those 
spots during the removal after snowstorms. 
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Another item, we have a s1gn ordinance which, I hope, is 
effective. Something that really bothers me, however, I ride-- I 
live off Edwards Avenue, I ride down Edwards Avenue, and I see this 
very nice red truck from the Swan Motel parked opposite where that 
small building is before the ~od farm. It has no license plates 
but it's really an advertisement, it's a sign. It has no plates 
on it and yet does that fall under the jurisdiction of the sign 
ordinance? " 

Councilman Stark: "Is it parked on the road, Bill?" 

Bill Roberts: "It's off the road." 

Councilman Stark: "Off the road?" 

Bill Roberts: "Yes." 

Councilman Stark: "That's a good question." 

Bill Roberts: "You know, it 's something about it-- here's a 
s1gn and some days it's there and some days it isn ' t , all depending 
upon the weather. In fact, during the summertime, it ' s always 
there because they're looking for business. 

In two instances I saw people stop on Edwards Avenue near the 
New York Beagle Club and take bags of garbage and throw them on 
the side of the road. One of them happened to be an industrial 
company from Southold. Now the thing that bothers me in this in
stance is Southold residents pay for garbage pick up by the bag. 
This is a very nice way for people driving from Southold to get on 
the Expressway, to dump their garbage in Riverhead. And they save 
a fee for the collection in Southold. I don't know what you can 
do, I wish I could find out who it was." 

Councilman Stark: "It' s ironic, Bill, because the other day 
I got a call from Tom Wickham in Southold to come to a meeting per
taining to garbage. I was not available at the time, I asked 
Councilman Prusinowski to attend for me and maybe he'll brief you 
as to what the conversation was about that same subject you 're 
talking about." 

Councilman Prusinowski: "At that meeting, we discussed a wide 

-. ,.~~ 
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range of topics that we've gone over a hundred times. One of the 
things I did point out to Southold, I was very concerned that some 
of their garbage is ending up in Riverhead. They swore to me that 
it's not. I think that it is because I think people who have to 
pay by the bag find it an opportunity to avoid-- cost avoidance. 
Do you have the name of the-- you don't have-- is the garbage still 
there?" 

Bill Roberts: "It was picked up." 

Councilman Prusinowski: "Who picked-- did we pick it up?" 

Bill Roberts: "I believe we did." 

Councilman Prusinowski: "Okay . In an instance like that, you 
should give us a call right away. We'll take the garbage and 
actually go through it. Once we find who the person is who 
dropped-- " 

Bill Roberts: "What about a license plate? Would that be-- " 

Councilman Prusinowski: "A license plate would be helpful. 
We do have a thousand dollar illegal dumping fine. That's exactly 
what that's for. Okay. If we can trace that down, we do it all 
the time. The sanitation crew is very good at this. We are 
analyzing-- we want to point out to everybody out there-- we are 
analyzing the garbage now. We will track you down if you do 
illegal dumping in this Town. That's the reason why we increased 
the fine to $1,000. One statistic that they told me in Southold 
that their recycling is up, they say by 90%, and their MSW or their 
regular household garbage is down by 50%. You know, it would be 
nice. I'm sure recycling is up because they want to recycle more 
which we encourage in this Town because recycling saves money 
especially for the commercial users because cardboard is free and 
the prices are a lot lower. I just hope and pray that a lot of 
people from Southold are not bringing their regular household 
garbage to Riverhead and dumping in our-- " 

Bill Roberts: "But right along Edwards Avenue, it can be 
cleaned up and then a couple of days you see a bag here, a bag 
here. " 
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Councilman Prusinowski: "Yeah, right. But if we do find it, 
we will track you down, and we will issue a summons and enforce the 
law . " 

Bill Roberts: "One last item . Regarding the flooding area 
where Riley and Edwards Avenue come together, that ' s a chronic spot. 
I don't know how many pools they put in there. I think that there's 
a lot of water that comes off 25 also. I think the State should 
be made a party of this and possibly a sump could be put in there 
with State funding. Because you could all the pools you want and 
they still fill up." 

Councilman Stark: "The Board is already authorizing , maybe 
our Town Engineer, Ken Testa, who I see is here might come up and 
make a comment about this particular intersection. We have 
authorized the engineering design and encumbered the money to im
prove that intersection drainage wise, but Kenny is right here 
and he-- " 

Bill Roberts: "But we put in pools there before and the pools 
fill up and-- all right, thank you." 

Councilman Stark: 
better than I can." 

"I think Kenny can explain it to you a lot 

Ken Testa: "Yes . Ken Testa , Riverhead Town Engineer. We 
are in the process of studying that intersection. We're leaning 
towards possibly acquiring some land and installing a recharge 
basin. We are looking at the State water as well with a possibility 
of having them maybe regrade their area on the State side of the 
intersection to keep their water off of our-- " 

Bill Roberts: (Spoke from the audience) 

Ken Testa : "Right. They do have a line though that heads off 
to the-- towards the river, heads off to the south. We were 
thinking about possibly trying to get them to put a few more catch 
basins in, down on Edwards, to catch the water as it comes off 25 
and get it in their system rather than dump it into our new basin, 
and require that we acquire more land. So we are studying it and 
we are hoping that possibly by the summer, we will be in construc
tion. We're looking at land acquisition right now. The preliminary 
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maps are done and we ' re hoping to maybe to be out to bid in the 
spring and we think that that will solve the flooding problem as 
well as realign the road. We're also looking at redirecting Riley 
as it comes into Edwards to avoid that "Y" shape intersection which 
seems to be a hazard and require people to come almost perpendicular 
into Edwards and make a left or a right. There is a project in 
progress right now and I hope that will solve that problem ." 

Councilman Stark: 

Jessie Tomlinson: 
I live i n Wading River. 

Councilman Stark: 

J essie Tomlinson: 

Councilman Stark: 
tomorrow ." 

"Thank you , Kenny. Jessie? " 

"Good evening . My name is Jessie Tomlinson. 
Where ' s Joe?" 

"He is back in Winthrop Hospital." 

"Oh, and how is he?" 

"Fine . He should be returning home 

Jessie Tomlinson: "What I -- I had a couple of questions s1nce 
I came to the meeting tonight , I though I might ask and I saw some- --
thing in the Resolutions that interested me. I understand that 
Laverne Tannenberg is going to go to the New York State Association 
of Towns meeting and I notice at the bottom of the Resolution it 
says the State will reimburse , or you ' re waiting for reimbursement. 
Does t he State do that now? Because I don't remember they did 
that years ago ." 

Councilman Stark: "Several of the sem1nars that our Assessors 
go off to are State reimbursed." 

Jessie Tomlinson : "Oh, because it said lodging, too . I was 
just wondering if the State was going to be paying- - " 

Councilman Stark: "What is the Resolution Number?" 

Jessie Tomlinson: " 115 . 110 . It says , travel , lodging and 
meals are subject to reimbursement by t he State of New York ." 

Councilman Stark: "Yes ." 



-
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Jessie Tomlinson: "Do they?" 

Councilman Stark: "Yes. " 

Jessie Tomlinson: "Does anyone else-- " 

Councilman Prusinowski: "I believe it's 100%." 

Jessie Tomlinson: "Is anybody else on Board going?" 

Councilman Prusinowski: "I'm going myself at my own expense . 
I'm going to a (inaudible) seminar." 

Jessie Tomlinson: "When did they start reimbursing? I don't 
remember they ever did that?" 

Councilman Prusinowski: 

Jessie Tomlinson: "Yes." 

Councilman Prusinowksi: 
couple of years." 

"The State?" 

"They've been doing it for the last 

Jessie Tomlinson: "Oh. Nice." 

Councilman Prusinowski: "Some is up to SO-- some of these 
seminars are required and they schedule a lot of them at the 
Association of Towns. If you remember, years ago, before we had 
attorneys as judges, the judges had to go there and take a-- " 

Jessie Tomlinson: "I know Assessors had to, too, but I didn't 
realize that they were going to pay for the food and lodging , too. 
Okay. I have another question concerning-- I remember reading 
when Pat Moore was not reappointed, one of the reasons was that 
she had moved out of Town and do we still have a residency re
quirement in the Town of Riverhead?" 

Councilman Stark: "For the Town Attorney, by State law , the 
Town Attorney must reside and live in the Town of Riverhead." 

Jessie Tomlinson: 
for other employees?" 

"Do we still have a residency requirement 
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Councilman Prusinowski: "Yes, we do." 

Jessie Tomlinson: "On the books?" 

Councilman Prusinowski: "Yes, we do." 

Jessie Tomlinson: "Well-- " 

Councilman Prusinowski: "It' s never been repealed." 

Jessie Tomlinson: "Did Sharon Kloss (phonetic) from Babylon, 
who is a Code Enforcement Officer, something that she moved to 
Riverhead Town?" 

Councilman Stark: "Sharon Kloss carne off of the Civil Service 
list and was given ample time and she is in the process of moving 
here within the next 30 days." 

Jessie Tomlinson: "Oh, because she's been here now for 
quite some time. I had asked that question many months ago. So 
how much time-- " 

Councilman Stark: "Jessie, I am sure you understand the real 
estate market out there just as well as all of us. In the economy 
that-- " 

Jessie Tomlinson" "I, I-- " 

Councilman Stark: "When you have a house in a particular area 
to move and I'm sure Sherry can reassure us all- - " 

Jessie Tomlinson: "I have a place for rent." 

Councilman Stark: "You have a place for rent?" 

Jessie Tomlinson: "Yes , I do. Well, I think that in her 
position it would be much more convenient if she lived in the Town, 
traveling from Babylon especially with the snowstorm." 

Councilman Stark: "And very much so, she has all intentions 
and has signed that commitment to come to Town." 
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Jessie Tomlinson: 

Councilman Stark: 
suffer an economic loss 
to get the best-- " 
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"She has? Okay." 

"Certainly, we do not want to see anybody 
in just the rush to get here versus trying 

Jessie Tomlinson: ·"Well I was just hoping that it wasn't 
selective enforcement of that-- " 

Councilman Stark: "No." 

Jessie Tomlinson: "-- of that particular requirement, that's 
all . I don't know the lady. I also have a question-- " 

Councilman Stark: 
lady." 

Jessie Tomlinson: 
hired her, right, Jim?" 

Councilman Stark: 

"You ought to meet her. She's a very nlce 

"I'm sure she lS or else you wouldn't have 

"Very talented, too.." 

Jessie Tomlinson: "I also wanted to ask you about the Wading 
River, I guess they call it Frog and Peach (phonetic), or they did. 
What has happened with that restaurant, or I should say what hasn't 
happened with it? The one by the ponds. Six months ago , we were 
supposed to be waiting for something or other." 

Councilman Stark: "To my present knowledge right now, that 
the-- would be the old Greenbrier-- " 

Jessie Tomlinson: "Or the old Brittany, right." 

Councilman Stark: "Brittany-- they have a site plan in front 
of us, but they have not executed on that site plan and there is 
some, I believe Pat had started some activity in the Town ALtorney 's 
office to push that further along. I wish Rick Hanley was here 
tonight. He would probably give you a better knowledge of it." 

Jessie Tomlinson: "Well, how much time is he going to have, 
because this is like four years it's looked that way. I think it's 
a reasonable amount of time. Isn't there some action that the Town 
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could take to, perhaps, condemn it or do something with it? It lS 

really ugly, dangerous, and we bring this up-- " 

Councilman Stark: "Certainly there is-- there are avenues 
that we could do something like that, yes." 

Jessie Tomlinson: "Like what? What could you do?" 

Councilman Stark: "I believe you could ultimately condemn it." 

Jessie Tomlinson: "Well, are you planning to do that?" 

Councilman Stark: "I don't know that the Town Board has dis
cussed this as of recent, as a body, and certainly we can bring it 
up at the next work session if you so desire." 

Jessie Tomlinson: "Well, I-- you know, it 's not just my 
desire. I mean it's come up many times. I just have one more 
question and that is I see that Nancy--" 

Councilman Creighton: "Mr. Stark." 

Councilman Stark: "Yes ." 

Councilman Creighton: "I wonder now, maybe the head of the 
Building Department can give us some insight into the status of 
that project." 

Councilman Stark: "Is Ray here?" 

Councilman Creighton: "Yes ." 

Jessie Tomlinson: "Ray is here?" 

Councilman Stark: "He was slouched down. I didn't see him." 

Jessie Tomlinson: "He passes by everyday ." 

Councilman Stark: "Twice a day?" 

Ray Wiwczar: "Ray Wiwczar from the Building Department. Joe 
sent me a memo because they didn't comply with site plan. So it's 
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actually on hold. Because his permit expired in November and I 
got a memo from Joe that not to issue any more, to renew his permit, 
until he complies with the site plan. And that 's where it 's at 
now . But right now, the building is for sale. And he's also, I 
think he's in arrears in his taxes, too. " 

Jessie Tomlinson : "Maybe Sharon Kloss could buy it? She 
would have a place to live? " 

Councilman Stark: 
and ask her?" 

"I don ' t know. Why don't you call her up 

Jessie Tomlinson: "Nancy Neerns lS retiring I see. Is that 
position going to be filled?" 

Councilman Stark: 

Jessie Tomlinson: 
to be filled?" 

Councilman Stark: 

Jessie Tomlinson: 

Councilman Stark: 

Jessie Tomlinson: 
much." 

"Nancy Neerns has retired." 

"Oh she has? And is that position golng 

"Yes , ma'am. That position-- " 

"Will it be posted?" 

"It has already been posted." 

"It already has? Okay. Thank you very 

Councilman Stark: "They have three applications , ln house. 
Anybody else? Steve?" 

Steve Haizlip: "Steve Haizlip of Calverton. Mr. Roberts 
spoke about that water condition on Edwards and Riley, and there 
was a letter that carne in from the Calverton Civic Association and 
I want to go on record. January 24th we had a meeting at the 
Calverton Civic Association at Riley Avenue School. I have a 
little 050 pickup truck and it's got a hole in the floorboard and 
when I went through there, the water was coming up into the floor 
through that hole, that's how bad it is. Now, the question that I 
want to bring up, Andre has been up here a number of times getting 
community development money and bloc grants. Any way-- any reason 



2/l/1994minutes 56 

why any of that money couldn 't have been directed to this before, 
because I know the attitude of everybody-- oh, it rains, so we 
can't control that, but then it goes away after awhile . But people 
have to go on traveling even though that rain is there . Could be 
an emergency to the doctor; it could be to the hospital, it could 
be a doctor or a number of things can happen. So, Mr. Testa 
testified that it's going to be looked into, but that's a long 
ways down. So I guess we have to wait for the weather conditions 
prevail. So-- " 

Councilman Prusinowski: "Community development bloc grant 
funds can be used for public projects such as this but they must 
qualify. They must be neighborhood strategy areas; they must meet 
the federal requirements for low and moderate income. I believe 
this location would not qualify for these funds. We've already 
filed out program for the next three years. Years ago, and a lot 
of people get confused about this , for one year, I 'm sorry , at a 
time. Years ago we had federal revenue sharing money." 

Steve Haizlip: "Yes." 

Councilman Prusinowski: "We did use federal revenue sharing 
several times to do Timber Park and a few roads and a lot of sub
divisions and neighborhoods up in Wading River. One time we did 
use some bloc grant money that qualified to repair roads and do 
some work like this. The Board has authorized this job to be done; 
we still have over $2,000,000 in an original authorization of a 
drainage bond which we did several years ago , and this is one of 
those projects which has been slated to be used to-- by the Highway 
Superintendent to be rectified using this authorization that was, 
I believe, we passed 1990." 

Steve Haizlip: 
fund is-- " 

"Okay. So the bloc grants and the community 

Councilman Prusinowski: "Not for this location." 

Steve Haizlip: 
qualify. Okay." 

"Is for people and the public highways don't 

Councilman Prusinowski: "No. What I'm saying is that the 
area that's designated must qualify under federal regulations . 

.. ·.,..._-~\ . ' 
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This one would not." 

Steve Haizlip: "Yes. I mean it's a public road, it don't go 
to people. All right. 

I got a couple of-- three things to cover and I might be, 
after I get through here, I might be classified as to what John 
Lennon said about Dr. (inaudible) at one time. She's our gadfly, 
so I'll probably be your gadfly when I get through tonight. All 
right. Now, I want to make Mr. Testa aware, and the Town Board, 
that Edwards Avenue south, should be looked at too on this drainage 
problem. This last rain that we had, the water from (inaudible) 
is up a field, his barn, and his establishment where he does 
business corning off that upper field, was running down and the 
water was so fast and so furious, that it was covering the entire 
road practically except just the middle part. And cars going 
through very fast and drowning out . And in my particular case, 
there's no way I could get to the mailbox when this happened. So 
I just have to give up the idea going as long as the water is up 
high. 

Now, another thing is-- the reason is it creates-- it goes 
down to a low spot and then sort of rises. Well, that water just 
has to lay there and go out at the yards and build up into the 
shoulders until it covers the whole road. So I would like for him 
to take a look at that while he's checking in on Riley Avenue and 
Edwards Avenue. 

Now, you know words have a way of being very sly and a lot of 
people don't catch on to them. On November 4, 1976, when the 
legislature and Governor Carey swindled us with the insurance 
company, they said go back 30 months. Oh boy, was everybody hit 
that had a traffic ticket. The intention was to go back from 30 
months of enactment until it had reached the 30 months. But as 
soon as it was enacted, they went back 30 months into '73. So 
everybody was hit with the fines. Now, that brings me up to the 
point of where if you listen to Tony Earley when he was talking 
about Lilco rates being frozen, he had a very sly key word in 
there. And I'm going to bring it out right now what it is. Basic 
electric rate. In other words, that don't include fuel adjustments, 
labor, correspondence, administration and so forth. It just means 
that electric rate will stay at that rate. That' s all that means. 
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All right . Now, there ' s so many people in this Town that use 
welfare and they try to get it. But they have an awful trouble 

58 

But now when Mr . Jones voted for the sales tax for Mr. Gaffney, Mr. 
Gaffney went into the showers and started singing, I'm in the money 
now. So now Jones got (inaudible) because he gave Gaffney the 
money . So now , Jones , he's in the shower now , hollering, (inaudible) 
but I'm in more money now . So as the song goes , for the Wabash 
Cannonball on Daddy (inaudible) when the curtain falls, in 
November, I hope he goes out of the money. Thank Mr. Gaffney. 

Now, I'm very surprised that Joe is only suffering minor like 
he is. Because when you are a heart patient, like myself that just 
had a bypass , now he ' s involved with this balloon busine ss, opening 
up arteries, the doctors, they tell you right away, you don ' t go 
out in frigid weather and start breathing that air. I'm surprised 
he don ' t have pneumonia. But since he was so loyal to the person, 
I wonder if he would have been so loyal to all of us. 

Now , I went down to Pat, boy , some of these Polish and Italian 
names I forget how to pronounce . I went down to Pat Acampora-
thanks for the help-- I went down to her office a couple of times 
already. I ' m inquiring down there how is it that you can take a 
State judge in Nassau County and set him up there and then the 
County can turn around and give him a car to operate with? I 
thought this would be the County-- State responsibility, not the 
County. And then only today I read where his charity organization 
that he ' s got , they went into secrecy and they don't want to di 
vulge what they're doing with the charity money . So do we have a 
Court system in Nassau County or do we have a charity operation? 
And Pat Acampora , she extends- - she extends that she will be avail
able to the public and she will not shield herself and let the 
aides handle the chores , like some in the past have and some are 
presently doing . So I'll pass that on. 

I only got one thing left. When our Town Attorney was ter
minated , Mrs. Pat Moore, there was a squabble about her pay and so 
forth. When Monique was terminated-- when she left on her own and 
resigned, I think there was something like $30,000 given to her . 
Now, wasn't this lady an attorney entitled to some severance pay 
for all the time that she gave and should have been no squabble 
about that, right? That ' s all I want to know. Is she e ntitled to 
severance pay and did she get it?" 

• 
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Councilman Stark: "I don't know." 

Steve Haizlip: "Of course not. You-- one quits and they get 
$30,000 and another one is laid off and they don't get nothing." 

Councilman Prusinowski: "My opinion, she's entitled to it 
based on past practice. I intend to vote that she gets it." 

Steve Hailzip: "Thanks, Vic." 

Councilman Stark: "George." 

George Schmelzer: "About Edwards Avenue and Riley Avenue. 
Are you gentlemen familiar with Canoe Lake Avenue? Well, it 's a 
Town road, I don't know, I had a file on all that stuff and I lent 
it to Bob Pike, he never gave it back to me. I can't prove any 
thing but there was a commonly used-- people had a house or two on 
Canoe Lake Avenue, almost parallel to Edwards Avenue to the west 
and (inaudible) for property owners, there's a house up in there 
had a railroad crossing. The railroad took that out but nobody 
kicked. Now there's a big culvert under 25 at the-- where 
(inaudible) Avenue comes to 25. It's the (inaudible) family south 
of there, didn't want anybody use it, so it's somewhat grown up, 
but it's still there. You can see it on some maps, you can see it 
from the air very plainly. But from the air very plainly, Canoe 
Lake Avenue lines up with Riley Avenue, exactly so. At one time, 
it must have been one road. Now whether Riley Avenue illegally 
goes through Dorothy (inaudible) yard, I don ' t know. It could be. 
Now, there's a culvert under 25 there, if you've seen it, if you 
haven't, take a look. You can almost drive a tractor through. If 
the Town still has a highway right of way across there, maybe 
declare the road. (inaudible) I would suggest you look into 
putting a drain from Riley Avenue, line up straight to that culvert . 
Wouldn't need to condemn any land and the water would go right 
down south, plenty of places where it can sink in without con
demning any culvert which gets filled up in mud every year. Think 
about it, look into it. That's all I have to say ." 

Councilman Stark: "Thank you, George." 

George Schmelzer: "Okay." 

• 
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Councilman Stark : "Is there anybody else who would like to 
speak in fro nt of the Town Board? If not , we ' ll take up the 
Resolutions ." 

Resolution #94 

Councilman Prusinowski : "Releases maintenance letter of 
credit of East End Sheetmetal , Inc . So moved." 

Councilman Stark : " Seconded ." 

Councilman Stark: "Moved and seconded ." 

The Vote: Gill i am , yes ; Creighton , yes ; Stark , yes ; 
Prusinowski , yes . 4 Yes , 1 Absent . 

Resolution #95 

Councilman Stark : "Authorizes the Town Clerk to publish and 
post display ad for statements of qualifications for Suffolk 
Theatre. So moved ." 

Councilman Prusinowski : " Seconded ." 

Councilman Stark: "Moved and seconded ." 

The Vote : Gilliam , yes ; Creighton , yes ; Stark , yes; 
Prusinowski , yes . 4 Yes , 1 Absent . 

Resolution #96 

Councilman Creighton : "Approves a spending limit on the 
Highway Super intendent for expenditures for equipment. So moved. " 

Councilwoman Gilliam : "And secon ded ." 

Councilma n Stark : "Moved a nd seconded ." 

The Vote: Gilliam , yes ; Creighton , yes ; Stark , yes ; 
Prusinowski , yes . 4 Yes , 1 Absent . 
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Resolution #97 

Councilwoman Gilliam: "This Resolution authorizes the Town 
Clerk to advertise for bids for furnishing heat fused preformed 
pavement markings. So moved." 

Councilman Creighton: "And seconded ." 

Councilman Stark: "Move d and seconded ." 

The Vote: Gilliam, yes ; Creighton, yes ; Stark, yes; 
Prusinowski , yes. 4 Yes, 1 Absent. 

Resolution #98 

Councilman Prusinowski: "Authorizes the Town Clerk to ad
vertise for bids for precast concrete drainage rings and associated 
items. So moved ." 

Councilman Stark: "Seconded. " 

Councilman Stark: "Moved and s econded-." 

The Vote: Gilliam, yes; Creighton, yes; Stark, yes; 
Prusinowski, yes . 4 Yes, 1 Absent . 

Resolution #99 

Councilman Stark: "Authorizes the Town Clerk to advertise 
for bids for liquid calcium chloride for the Highway Department . 
So moved." 

Councilman Prusinowski: "Seconded ." 

Councilman Stark: "Moved and seconded." 

The Vote: Gilliam, yes ; Creighton, yes ; Stark, yes ; 
Prusinowski, yes. 4 Yes, 1 Absent . 

Resolution #100 

Councilman Creighton: 

.... ... 

"This authorizes the Town Clerk to 

• 
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advertise for bids for traffic Slgns and related items. 

Councilwoman Gilliam: "And seconded." 

Councilman Stark: "Moved and seconded." 

The Vote: Gilliam, yes; Creighton, yes ; Stark, yes; 
Prusinowski, yes. 4 Yes, 1 Absent. 

Resolution #101 
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So moved." 

Councilwoman Gilliam: "Authorizes Town Clerk to advertise 
for bids on acrylic water based traffic paint, cold application. 
So moved." 

Councilman Creighton: "And seconded." 

Councilman Stark: "Moved and seconded ." 

The Vote: Gilliam, yes; Creighton, yes ; Stark, yes ; 
Prusinowski, yes. 4 Yes, 1 Absent. 

Resolution #102 

Councilman Prusinowski: 
an agreement. So moved." 

"Authorize the Supervisor to execute 

Councilman Stark: "Seconded. " 

Councilman Stark: "Moved and seconded ." 

The Vote: Gilliam, yes ; Creighton, yes ; Stark, yes; 
Prusinowski, yes. 4 Yes, 1 Absent. 

Resolution #103 

Councilman Stark: "Authorizes the Town Clerk to forward pro
posed code amendment to the Planning Board for their review and 
recommendation to the Town Board. So moved." 

Councilman Prusinowski: "Seconded ." 

• 
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Councilman Stark: "Moved and seconded." 

The Vote: Gilliam, yes; Creighton, yes ; Stark, yes; 
Prusinowski, yes. 4 Yes, 1 Absent. 

Resolution #104 

63 

Councilman Creighton: "This extends the contract with 
Standard Law Enforcement Supply Company for police uniforms. So 
moved." 

Councilwoman Gilliam: "And seconded." 

Councilman Stark: "Moved and seconded ." 

The Vote: Gilliam, yes ; Creighton, yes; Stark, yes ; 
Prusinowski, yes. 4 Yes, 1 Absent. 

Resolution #105 

Councilwoman Gilliam: "A budget adoption for Peconic Bay 
Blvd. /Cedar Court drainage, capital project-. So moved." 

Councilman Creighton: "And seconded." 

Councilman Stark: "Moved and seconded." 

The Vote: Gilliam, yes; Creighton, yes; Stark, yes; 
Prusinowski, yes. 4 Yes, 1 Absent. 

Resolution #106 

Councilman Prusinowski: "It's a budget adjustment for the 
nutrition capital improvements project. So moved." 

Councilman Stark: "Seconded ." 

Councilman Stark: "Moved and seconded. " 

The Vote: Gilliam, yes; Creighton, yes; Stark, yes; 
Prusinowski, yes. 4 Yes, 1 Absent. 

... ~-- ~ 

·.·j, :-~- • 



I 

2/l/1994minutes 64 

Resolution #107 

Councilman Stark: 
Recreation Department . 

"Appoints Recreation Aide to the Riverhead 
So moved ." 

Councilman Prusinowski: "Seconded." 

Councilman Stark: "Moved and seconded ." 

The Vote: Gilliam , yes; Creighton , yes; Stark, yes; 
Prusinowski , yes . 4 Yes, 1 Absent . 

Resolution #108 

Councilman Creighton : "This awards the bid for abandoned and 
junk vehicles to be purchased from the Town to Gershow Recycling. 
So moved ." 

Councilwoman Gilliam : "And seconded ." 

Councilman Stark : "Moved and seconded . " 

The Vote : Gilliam , yes ; Creighton , yes; Stark, yes; 
Prusinowski , yes . 4 Yes , 1 Absent. 

Resolution #109 

Councilwoman Gilliam: 
from Building Department . 

Councilman Creighton : 

"Accepts resignation of Nancy Neems 
So moved ." 

"Seconded . " 

Councilman Stark : "Moved and seconded." 

The Vote : Gilliam , yes . 

Councilwoman Gilliam : "And I would like to personally thank 
Nancy Neems for the outstanding job she ' s done in the Building 
Department . She ' s always been a very pleasant and professional 
employee and it ' s been a pleasure working with her and I wish her 
and her family the best on her retirement ." 
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The Vote (Cont'd.): Creighton, yes; Stark, yes; Prusinowski, 
yes. 

Councilman Prusinowski: "And I would like to add my thanks 
for the cooperation and congratulate her on a wonderful career 
here. She did a really great job." 

Barbara Grattan: 4 Yes, 1 Absent. 

Resolution #110 

Councilman Prusinowski: 
at sem1nar. So moved." 

"Authorizes attendance of Assessor 

Councilman Stark: "Seconded." 

Councilman Stark: "Moved and seconded." 

The Vote: Gilliam, yes; Creighton, yes; Stark, yes; 
Prusinowski, yes. 4 Yes, 1 Absent. 

Resolution #111 

Councilman Stark: "Budget adjustment of the Town of River
head Highway Fund for the-- appropriate fund balance to the snow 
balance. So moved." 

Councilman Prusinowski: "Seconded. " 

Councilman Stark: "Moved and seconded." 

The Vote: Gilliam, yes; Creighton, yes; Stark, yes; 
Prusinowski, yes. 4 Yes, 1 Absent. 

Resolution #112 

Councilman Creighton: "This authorizes a $500 budget adjust
ment in the Refuse and Garbage District. So moved." 

Councilwoman Gilliam: "And seconded." 

Councilman Stark: "Moved and seconded." 

• 
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The Vote: Gilliam, yes; Creighton, yes; Stark, yes; 
Prusinowski, yes. 4 Yes, 1 Absent. 

Resolution #113 
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Councilwoman Gilliam: 
moved." 

"Budget adjustment - Ge neral Fund. So 

Councilman Creighton: "And seconded." 

Councilman Stark: "Moved and s e conded." 

The Vote: Gilliam, ye s; Creighton, yes; Stark, ye s; 
Prusinowski, yes. 4 Yes, 1 Abse nt. 

Resolution #114 and #115 

Councilman Prusinowski: "I'd like to move Resolution 114 and 
115. It moves that we 're hiring two individuals as Re creation 
Aides in the Recreation Departme nt. So moved." 

Councilman Stark: "Seconde d." 

Councilman Stark: "Moved and s e conde d." 

The Vote: Gilliam, ye s; Cre ighton, yes; Stark, ye s; 
Prusinowski, yes. 4 Ye s, 1 Abs e nt. 

Resolution #116 

Councilman Stark: "Motion to pay the bills." 

Councilman Creighton: "We have one more Resolution, Mr. 
Stark." 

Councilman Stark: "I asked for a motion to pay the bills. 
And then I'll recognize Mr. Cre ighton for a motion-- " 

Councilman Prusinowski: "So moved." 

Councilman Stark: "Se conde d." 
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Councilman Stark: "Moved and seconded." 

The Vote: Gilliam, yes ; Creighton, yes; Stark, yes; 
Prusinowski, yes. 4 Yes, 1 Absent. 

Councilman Stark: "The Chair recogn1zes Councilman Creighton 
for a motion from the floor." 

Councilman Creighton: "Resolution #116, abolishes the 
position, the Town position of Insurance Manager. Since this was 
added to the packet, I would like to read it as it stands. 

WHEREAS, the Town of Riverhead has entered into a contract 
with Gallagher Bassett Services, Inc., a subsidiary of Arthur J. 
Gallagher & Co., and 

WHEREAS, Gallagher Bassett Services, Inc. and Arthur J. 
Gallagher & Co. have represented to the Town that all personnel 
needed to handle the Protected Self Insurance Program are supplied 
by Gallagher Bassett, and 

WHEREAS, Gallagher Bassett Services, Inc. and Arthur Gallagher 
& Co. have represented to the Town that no new employees are 
needed by the Town for administration of the Self Insurance 
Program, and 

WHEREAS, the Town contracted with Gallagher Bassett Services, 
Inc. to provide insurance consultation and for the administration 
of the self insurance program, with fees based on the needs of the 
Town without additional Town employees , and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town position of 
Insurance Manager is hereby abolished, and 

BE IT RESOLVED, that this, in effect , terminates the pro
visional employee in that position, and 

BE IT RESOLVED, that any unused funds for that position be 
returned to the Risk Retention Fund Balance. 

So moved." 
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Councilwoman Gilliam: 
amend the motion to amend." 

"Mr. Deputy Supervisor, I would like to 

Councilman Stark: "We will want to get a second first." 

Councilwoman Gilliam: "All right. I'll second that 
Resolution and I have a motion to amend the Resolution to further 
clarify that this Resolution would also terminate the employment 
of Edward J. Kelley as the Insurance Manager, ef f ective immediately 
and that this Resolution further rescinds Resolution #81, ' 94 , and 
lastly that the Resolution would direct the Town Clerk to forward 
a certified copy of this Resolution to Edward J. Kelley and the 
Accounting Department." 

Councilman Prusinowski: "I second the motion to amend ." 

Councilman Stark: 
roll on the amendment? " 

"I t has been amended . Will you call the 

The Vote: Gilliam, yes; Creighton, yes ; Stark , no; 
Prusinowski, yes. The motion is adopted. 

Councilman Stark: "That ' s only on the amendment ." 

Councilman Prusinowski: "That's only on the amendment." 

Councilman Prusinowski: "Mr . Deputy Supervisor, I would like 
to make a motion to table this Resolution to February 15th, so 
that I might have time to speak with Mr. Kelley, individually, 
which I have not had a chance to today to convey my feelings of 
personal." 

Councilman Stark: "Are you making that a motion?" 

Councilman Prusinowski: "I'm making that a motion." 

Councilman Stark: "The motion is seconded. There has been a 
motion to table to February 15th, moved and seconded. " 

The Vote: Gilliam, no; Creighton, no; Stark, yes ; 
Prusinowski, yes. 
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Councilman Stark: 
amended. Motion 116. 

"Call the motion, the original motion, as 
Call the roll, please." 

The Vote: Gilliam. 

Councilwoman Gilliam: "I'm voting yes on this Resolution and 
in addition to previously stated reasons. I did receive a copy of 
the duty statement from the Civil Service Department and as minimum 
qualifications for the position, it indicates that the individual 
should have a Bachelor's Degree a nd six years of experience in the 
administration of an insurance firm or unit with responsibility 
for the purchase or issuance of various insurance contracts. And 
I think those requirements call into question the appointment in 
this particular case and is further evidence why we should not con
tinue to have this individual in this position. So I vote yes. " 

The Vote (Cont'd.): Creighton, yes, on the Resolution as 
amended. 

Councilman Prusinowski: "I'm go1ng to abstain. The reason 
I'm going to abstain, because I've heard the message throughout 
the Town. I know what has to be done. I was involved in putting 
this guy on the payroll. I have not talked to him about this in
dividually. I will do that. I've known the man for 20 years and 
before I cast my vote, which I intend to on February 15th, I would 
like to speak to him about it face to face. So I will abstain for 
this meeting. And my vote would be in the best interests of the 
Town." 

The Vote (Cont'd.): Stark, no. 

Councilman Stark: 
adjourned." 

"Without objection, this meeting 1s 

Meeting adjourned: 8:10 p .. 

TOWN CLERK 


