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Minutes of an Executive Meeting of the Town Board held in 
the Supervisor's Office on May 1st, 1940 at 2:00 P. M. 

Present: 

Elmer J. B. Sawyer, Supervisor 

Austin H. Warner, 
Fred. H. Boutcher, 
Joseoh V. Kelly, 
Henry M. Zaleski, Justices of the Peace. 

Town Attorney Solomon Raffe was pre sent. 

On motion made by Justice Boutcher and seconded by Jus tice 
Warner, it was RESOLVED that the act or action of the Town Attorney 
in referring the investigation of the Sewer Distric t to the District 
Attorney of Suffolk County is hereby ratified and confirmed in all re
spects, and it is further 

RESOLVED that before the findings of the District Attorney 
be presented to the Grand Jury, he be respectfully requested to meet 
with the Town Board and go over the matter in executive session. The 
vote, Justice Warner, Yes, Justice Bout cher, Yes, Justice Kelly, No, 
Justice Zaleski, No, Supervis or Sawyer, Yes. Total vote, Yes 3, No 2. 
The resolution was thereupon declared duly adooted. 

Justice Kelly stated that he opposed the resolution for the 
reason that, "I don 1 t see how the Town Board of the Town of Riverhead 
has the rieht to approvesomething that the To~m Attorney did without 
the permission of the Town Board to act. I, therefore, think that the 
resolution is illegal". 

Justice Zaleski stated that, "I am opposed to the resolution 
in its entirety since it was composed of two distinct actions, the first 
being of that of the Town Attorney and the second of that of the District 
Attorney. I feel that I cannot approve of the results of the a ction of 
the Town Attorney and I whole-heartedly welcome the report of the District 
Attorney and particularly to this one". 

On motion made by Justice Kelly and seconded by Justice Zaleski, 
it was RESOLVED that the Town B.oard make an investigation ft ttb wh'h[d-for 
moved the papers from the Town Clerk's Office, what author Y ey 
takina them and for what reason they were taken. These papers that are 
referred to pertain to the Riverhead Sewer District. The vote, Justices 

· Warner, Boutcher, Kelly and Zaleski, Yes, Supervisor Sawyer, Yes. Total 
, vote, Yes 5, No 0. The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 

Town Attorney affe recommended that this particula r investi
gation be turned over to the District Attorney. 

Justice Kelly objected to that procedure as the resolution stated 
that the Town Board make the investigation. 
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The Tovm. Board then recessed at 3:00 P. M. to reconvene in 
the Justice's Court Room. 

The Town Board reconvened in the Justice's Court Room at 
3:10 P. M. 

Present: 

Elmer J. B. Sav~er, Supervisor 

Austin H. Warner, 
Fred. H. Boutcher, 
Joseph V. Kelly, 
Henry M. Zaleski, Justices of the Peace. 

Solomon Raffe, Town Attorney was present. 

A communication was read from Joseph E. Walsh, thief of the 
Riverhead Fire Department in regard to a survey to properly locate all 
t he sources of water available in the Fire Protection District. The 
communication was ordered placed on file. 

A copy of a communication from M. H. Bidwell, Bacteriologist 
to J. H. Hildreth, Superintendent of Marine Fisheries in regar d to the 
results of analysis of samples of water and clams collected from Flanders 
Bay on April lOth, 1940. The communica tion was ordered pla ced on file. 

Forrest G. Downs, Receiver of Taxes, submitted a report of taxes 
collected as of May 1st, 1940 and on moti on and vote was ordered placed on 
file. 

On motion made by Justice Boutcher and seconded by Justice Warner, 
i t was RESOLVED that Theodore Gevinski be and he hereby is appo·nted Dog 
Warden for the Town of Riverhead and that the said Theodore Gevinski serve 
a t the pleasure of the To.n Board with a salary fixed by the A,riculture 
and Markets Law. The vote, Justices Warner and Boutcher, Yes, Justices 
Kelly and Zaleski, Not Voting, Supervisor Sawyer, Yes. Total vote, Yes 3, 
Not Voting 2, No 0. The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 

The Street Lighting Committee reporting on the matter of better 
street lighting in the vicinity of Franklin Street and East Avenue Exten
sion recommended th~ t an 80 C. P. light be placed on pole #2, East Avenue 
Extension and an 80 C. P. light be placed on pole #5, Franklin Street. 

On motion made by Justice Warner and seconded by Justice Kelly, 
it was RESOLVED that the Long Island Lighting Company be authorized to 
place one 80 c. P. street light on Pole #2 on East Avenue Extension and 
one 80 C. P. street light on Pole #5 on Franklin Street Riverhead Light
ing District. The vote, Justices Warner, Boutcher, Keliy and Zaleski, Yes, 
Supervisor Sawyer, Yes. Total vote, Yes 5, No 0. The resolution was there
upon declared duly adopted. 
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On motion made by Justice Kelly and seconded by Justice 
Boutcher, it was RESOLVED that the Tovm of Riverhead purchase one 
1940 Edition of Gilbert's Criminal Code and Penal Law from Matthew 
Bender and Company for the sum not to exceed $20.00. The vote, 
Justices Warner , Boutcher, Kelly and Zaleski, Yes, Supervisor Sawyer, 
Yes. Total vote, Yes 5, No 0. The resolution was thereupon declared 
duly adopted. 

On motion made by Justice Warner and seconded by Justice 
Boutcher, it was RESOLVED that the Supervisor be and he hereby is 
authorized to transfer the sum of $216.67 from the Current Surplus 
Account to the Supervisor's Expense Account for the payment of a type
writer heretofore purchased. The vote, Justices Warner, Boutcher, Kelly 
and Zaleski, Yes, Supervisor Sawyer, Yes. Total vote, Yes 5, No 0. The 
resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted . 

The Town Board then convened as a Board of Audit and examined 
the bills for the month of April, 1940. 

There being no further business on motion and vote, the meet
ing adjourned to meet on Wednesday , May 15, 1940 at 2:00 P. M. 

;/. ·~·~· 
Ha~&t~~t~~ille, Town Clerk. 


