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Minutes of a Town of Riverhead Sewer/Scavenger Waste District

meeting held by the town board of the Town of Riverhead at Town

Hall, Howell Avenue, Riverhead, New York on Tuesday, December 28,
2010 at 2:00 p.m.

PRESENT:

Sean Walter, Supervisor

John Dunleavy, Councilman

James Wooten, Councilman

George Gabrielsen, Councilman

Jodi Giglio, Councilwoman

ALSO PRESENT:

Diane M. Wilhelm, Town Clerk

Dan McCormick, Deputy Town Attorney

Resolution #954

Councilman Dunleavy: "Scavenger waste district budget

adjustment. So moved."

Councilman Wooten: "Seconded. "

Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please."

The Vote: "Giglio, no; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;

Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes. The resolution is adopted."

Meeting adjourned
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Minutes of a Town of Riverhead Town Board meeting held by the

town board of the Town of Riverhead at Town Hall, Howell Avenue,
Riverhead, New York on Tuesday, December 28, 2010 at 2:00 p.m.

PRESENT:

Sean Walter, Supervisor

John Dunleavy, Councilman

James Wooten, Councilman

George Gabrielsen, Councilman

Jodi Giglio, Councilwoman

ALSO PRESENT:

Diane M. Wilhelm, Town Clerk

Dan McCormick, Deputy Town Attorney

Supervisor Walter: "I'm going to try to pronounce the last

name, sir. Rev. Gordon, would you lead us in the invocation? Would

you like us to sit or stand? Thank you."

Rev. Gordon: "Can we bow our heads please? Holy God, Lord,
we thank you for all the blessings of this life, most especially we

notice them at this sevason of the year.

We thank you, Lord, for safe passage through this most recent

storm.

Lord, we call upon you to be with us today. We ask Lord God

for your blessing on these proceedings. We pray, Lord, that all of
us might be mindful that we are here to serve this community and to
provide for this community.

Abide with us, give us your blessing, all in the name of Jesus

Christ Our Lord and Savior. Amen."

Supervisor Walter: "Thank you, sir, very much. Okay, we have

Pat Snyder, good. Pat, do you want to come up. I guess we do need

the hand held microphone.
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First you want to announce-- here, how about we do this? I'll
announce you. This is Pat Snyder from the East End Arts Council and
she's going to make an announcement now. How's that?"

Pat Snyder: "This is very official. Okay. I am here to
announce the winners of the Riverhead Main Street storefront window

decorating contest. Following the success of the window decorating

during the summer where we had artists fill the storefront, we took
the art work down and it looked really empty.

And working with the BID who helped get the word out, we

decided let's fill up the windows and let's make them cheerful and
optimistic for the town so that's what we did. We had 24 windows

decorated which we're very pleased. We had the support of Riverhead

Enterprise, Shelly Gordon, and Kevin Davis from Area Properties

(phonetic) so we are very grateful to them.

We had the support of Vic Prusinowski who secured the windows
of West Marine storefront.

And the really- for the Arts Council, we'd like to get people

downtown, we'd like to get people in our gift shop around the

holidays to shop.

So we had people come in to vote. They had to register to vote

because the stakes are pretty high. And everyone registered. We

actually had 200 people voting and the way we set it up was everyone

could vote for first, second and third. So first prize was 3
points, second prize- or you know second place, the second place

vote was 2 points and third was 1 point. Okay. So it evened out

the playing field so we were really pleased about that.

So, I'm going to announce the fourth place winners first. I'm
wondering how long you want me to go with the drama here. Eight

minutes, all right. Hang on, I've got to get the correct number of

votes. Okay.

So fourth, sorry, fourth prize goes to J Jam (phonetic) which
is Nancy Morrow with a total of 99 points. Okay. Let me just get
this in the right order. Okay. And this prize is compliments of
Swan Insurance on Main Street. And that is a (inaudible) $75.00.

Third prize with a total of 102 points goes to East Quogue
Brownie Troop 1422. And the prize is compliments of Atlantis Marine
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World. The entire troop is getting passes to the aquarium.

Drum roll. And second prize with a total of 168 points goes to
East End Hospice. East End Hospice did a window- they did a window
which was like six foot by six foot storefront. They filled it with
so much stuff in there we couldn't believe there was so much in

there. And this is a $400 check compliments of your Riverhead town
council, John Dunleavy, Jodi Giglio, Tim Wooten and George
Gabrielsen.

And first prize with a total of 176 points, this prize goes to

the Riverhead Middle School Science Club. You may catch the

resemblance. Totally public vote; I was not allowed to vote. It

was 200 people and she gets her artistic skills from her mommy."

onidentified): "I'm a teacher at the Riverhead Middle

School and I teach science to seventh graders and also (inaudible)

along with Allison Grossman for the environmental club. And we're

planning a big trip next February down to Florida, hopefully, so the

prize money is definitely going to help the kids out for that.

But for our window we made two driftwood (inaudible) sculptures

and the kids did all of it. They worked with a local artist
(inaudible) and they did a really great job. They had all the

decisions and how they were going to place all the wood and
everything. They did a really great job. They took a lot of pride

in it, so I can't wait to give .them the good news (inaudible)."

Pat Snyder: "And this prize is a check for $500.00 from an

anonymous donor. We thank him very, very much."

Supervisor Walter: "Thank you very much."

Pat Snyder: "You're very welcome."

Supervisor Walter: "Main Street is on the way back. Stay

tuned. Wait, stay here. We've got another- well, it's not a

presentation. Can we bring Buster in right now. Buster, right?

We've got- in an effort to adopt animals at our animal shelter, when

we have the opportunity for afternoon board meetings and we have

particularly lovable dogs that we think will get adopted out by
bringing them to a town board meeting, we do it.

So guys I want to introduce the town council- this is Buster,



12/28/2010 1163

right? What is Buster? He's a lab doberman mix- can you get a
picture of him? Come here, Buster, look at that. Councilman Wooten

come on up here. How old is he? How old is he, do we know? Six

years old. You can see- Buster is six years old, lab doberman mix,
very friendly. Councilman Wooten didn't take his fingers off or
nothing.

Look at how good that dog is. He's a really good- yeah, go
ahead. That is a really good dog. And he's child friendly too. So

Buster is available at the animal shelter if you want to adopt him
or if somebody in the audience wants to take him home, you know, we

can work that out, too. And, Jim, do you want to say anything?"

Councilman Wooten: "No, not really. But, actually our

animal shelter is available. We're always encouraging people to
come down and look at the animals that we have there. We're also

looking for volunteers throughout the town to help us walk the dogs

and socialize the dogs."

Supervisor Walter: "And extra bacon strips- "

Councilman Wooten: "Andbacon strips help, yes."

Supervisor Walter: "All right. Well, thank you very much for
bringing Buster out. She wants to bring Buster home.

All right. Bob, do you have your old plaque. Do they have the

blue ones like these or do they have different ones? I kept mine.
Mine was the- that was my gold watch for six years. Okay. We

digress here. Diane is going to be right back."

Councilman Dunleavy: "Can I move the- "

Supervisor Walter: "Yes. John, can you move the minutes of
the- "

Councilman Dunleavy: "I'd like to move the minutes for the

December 21st meeting of the Riverhead town board. So moved."

Councilman Gabrielsen: "And seconded. "

Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;
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Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes. The minutes are approved."

Supervisor Walter: "Okay. Reports."

REPORTS:

Police Department monthly report for November,
2010

Tax Receiver tax collection report dated

December 22, 2010 -

$4,184,095.73

CORRE SPONDENCE :

James A. Saladino letter submitted December 21,
2010, informing the town of his
resignation from his post as
Deputy town attorney

Jennifer Skilbred letter submitted December 22,
Group for the East 2010 comments on December 21,
End 2010 public hearing Peconic

River community zoning use
district

Jenn Hartnagel letter submitted December 23,
Group for the East 2010 cumulative review of

End Wading River site plans

Supervisor Walter: "Okay. Do we have any committee reports?

We got the animal committee report. Okay, good.

We have three public hearings scheduled for today."

Public hearing opened: 2:15 p.m.

Supervisor Walter: "The first one is on another earlier
retirement code provision for the town of Riverhead. We're going to
offer the town employees the same early retirement incentive that we

did earlier with this with the difference- originally we did not
allow- we didn't have the provision in there for the department

heads and so all the department heads are eligible for the early

retirement incentive and that's all we have to say.
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Does anybody want to comment on the early retirement incentive?

No? There being nobody- oh, go ahead, Matt."

Matt Hattorff: "I just would urge the board to support this
again. I don't know how many employees will take it but, hopefully,
a few department heads will and maybe a few more employees will jump
on that bandwagon also. "

Supervisor Walter: "Thank you, Matt. The 7th, is that a
Friday? Okay, 7th is a Friday. Does anybody else wish to be heard

on this? There being nobody in the audience, we will close the

public comment portion and leave it open for written comments until
1/7 at 4:30 p.m. in the town clerk's office."

Public hearing closed: 2:16 p.m.
Left open for written comment for

10 days to January 7, 2012 at
4:30 p.m.

Public hearing opened: 2:17 p.m.

Supervisor Walter: "Okay, the second public hearing is a

consideration of a local law to amend Chapter 45 entitled alarm
systems of the Riverhead town code.

Dan McCormick, you're here. Do you want to say a word about
it? Our deputy town attorney is here who drafted the code

provision."

Dan McCormick: "Good afternoon, Council members, members of
the public.

This particular code provision is being proposed with respect

to the growing concern in the Riverhead area concerning false alarms
and the need by various emergency responders to go to those false
alarms and the cost and expenses involved in going to those calls.

We spoked with and worked very closely with the respective fire
commissioners in each of the districts that serve the Riverhead

community and we have proposed a statute that does incur or forces
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individuals to incur an expense over and above more than two false

alarms per calendar year.

So it's very important to emphasize that each of the respective
individuals do have two false alarms for which there will be no

charge. We are really only trying to target false alarms that recur
on a chronic basis."

Supervisor Walter: "Commercial."

Dan McCormick: "Yes. Specifically along that point, the

following types of entities will now be under this code provision.
All commercial, industrial, cooperative, that' s both commercial and
residential, condominium, both commercial and residential and

apartment property owners. Those are the designated groups as per
town board directive. "

Supervisor Walter: "Okay. Does anybody else wish to be

heard? Thank you, Dan."

Dan McCormick: "Thank you very much."

Supervisor Walter: "There's a gentleman in the back. Mr.
Commissioner. How are you doing, sir?"

Dennis Hamel (phonetic): "Good afternoon, ladies and
gentlemen. I can only speak for the Riverhead fire department, I

cannot speak for the other three districts.

We've responded to 743 alarms to today, all right. And 80% of
them had either malfunctions, bad systems or weren't maintained. Up

to date 743 for the Riverhead fire district only.

Now in penalties, penalties are there. I'm sure you all have

seen Southampton (inaudible). They just passed in on October 26.
I should hope that all you read it. All right. Because it's very

important.

You cannot unfortunately enforce the law if you don' t have the

penalties.

I have another question for the board. How come this law was
never enforced? It's been on the books since 1989."
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Supervisor Walter: "I don't know why it wasn't enforced but I

can tell you that the original version- I came into town hall in
2000- and I don't know that it existed- maybe we had a very small
one in '89."

Dennis Hamel: "It did exist because I did it. I stood here

21 years ago doing the same thing I'm doing now."

Supervisor Walter: "And we re-wrote it in about 2002, 2003
and it was never enforced then. We're going to enforce it and

there's provisions in here too that the penalties will be split with
the fire districts- I think we're actually giving you the lion's
hare of it- 70% for the fire calls.

So, I mean, we're not looking at this as a revenue source but

we really can't have 750 fire calls, hundreds and hundreds of police

calls-- if the emergency response people are going to be there, on

your end most of them are volunteers, 99% of them, and on our side-

you're all volunteers. We're paying the police department and if
you are going out to the same place two and three times a month for
false alarms, the people- you know what- the people are going to
have to pay for that at this point if they're going to continue to
do it."

Dennis Hamel: There are occasions where we have responded to
the same address two or three times within four or five hours. This

has to stop."

Supervisor Walter: "Well, we're going to do- this- I can
promise you, the police chief is very interested in this. Lt.
Peeker is one of the people that I think is going to be one of the

prime- he's going to be your go to man on this.

We're going to enforce it. You have our word. I don't know

how quickly it will go- how smoothly it will go in the beginning but

we will enforce it straight away."

Dennis Hamel: "I hope so. "

Supervisor Walter: "You have our word."

Dennis Hamel: "Thank you. "

Councilman Dunleavy: "Thank you. "
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Supervisor Walter: "Thank you, Commissioner.

Anybody else wish to be heard on the subject?"

Councilman Wooten: "Yes, I do."

Councilwoman Giglio: "And then me."

Supervisor Walter: "Oh, there's another resident in the back.
Yes, step up, sir."

Sal Diliberto: "Good afternoon. Sal Diliberto, Manor Lane."

Supervisor Walter: "How are you going, Sal?"

Sal Diliberto: "Good, how are you doing, Sean?"

Supervisor Walter: "Mr. Diliberto, I'm sorry."

Sal Diliberto: "Mr. Walter. I have a couple questions about

this. I know it came up I think about a year or so ago, maybe two
years ago, and it was redrafted because there were some problems
with the way it was drafted.

One of the things that I have a question about, I own a private
home. Private homes seem to be excluded in this."

Supervisor Walter: "Yes."

Sal Diliberto: "Only people who have apartments or people who
have condominiums, people who have cooperatives."

Supervisor Walter: "Commercial and what we're going to call

quasi-commercial because those are the bulk of the calls. Single

family residences, we do have calls but they didn't make up the bulk

of the calls. And we labored back and forth as to whether we would

do cooperative and commercial, you know.

They have commercial, you know, whether it' s the swimming pools
or the condo complex, you know, the condo halls, rec centers, things
like that, so we put them in. "

Sal Diliberto: "So if a private home has false alarms, they

will not in fact be penalized. They won't have to pay anything.



12/28/2010 1169

But if you have a co-op or a condo or an apartment in the town of
Riverhead, you do have to pay a penalty. I just don't see the
fairness in that."

Supervisor Walter: "It was based on looking at the numbers at

the time and we don't necessarily- while we do go out to false

alarms for the single family homes, proportionately it was not as
big an issue. So that's why it was done that way."

Councilman Dunleavy: "Can I just say something, too?

Condominiums are taxed commercial, they're not taxed as residential

property. So this is a commercial tax on commercial properties."

Supervisor Walter: "It's not a tax, it's a fee."

Councilman Dunleavy: "A fee."

Sal Diliberto: "Can I ask a question?"

Councilman Dunleavy: "If you live in a condominium, they pay
less taxes than a residential house in the town of Riverhead."

Sal Diliberto: "Is there a fee for a permit? Because they

talk about having to obtain a permit. Is there a fee? Because
there's no fee mentioned in the law."

Supervisor Walter: "I don' t think- we had a fee, but- "

Councilwoman Giglio: "Fee- the commercial alarm permit

application is filed with the fire marshal prior to construction and
it's updated annually for commercial buildings."

Sal Diliberto: "Now, what about- they're talking about

apartments that are leased as well. Is the same thing true for
apartments? Is there a fee that's paid initially to the fire
marshal's office- "

Councilman Dunleavy: "Are you talking about an apartment
that's located in a house?"

Sal Diliberto: "Well, I don't know. There's no real

definition."

Councilman Dunleavy: "If it's in a residential house, it's
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not- "

Sal Diliberto: "There's no- I don't see a definition here of

what an apartment is but even getting past that, even if it was an
apartment in an apartment building or a town house or whatever it
may be, my question is, is there any fee for anyone to pay in order

to be able to register their alarm system?"

Supervisor Walter: "There was a fee and I think we did away
with it but I'm going to have the town attorney who drafted it come

up and answer that so I don't have to try to read this in two
seconds.

Years ago there was a fee in it but I think we removed it. Is

that true, Dan?"

Dan McCormick: "Yes. We still have a fee in there. The fee

that is in there has not been changed. I believe there was an early

illusion to the fact that the fees were not being enforced. Those

fees are still in the code. It's my understanding there's been a
town board directive that those fees will be enforced at this

particular point."

Sal Diliberto: "Do we know- "

Dan McCormick: "I don't have a copy of those in front of me,
but those are already in there. I don't have a copy of the
amendment in front of me."

Supervisor Walter: "Okay. I thought it was $25.00 if I'm not
mistaken."

Dan McCormick: "And ten for the renewal if I recall."

Supervisor Walter: "Okay."

Sal Diliberto: "Getting beyond that, my other question is, I

see that there are fees or penalties that are charged for anything
beyond a second false alarm.

What happens if a person doesn't pay those charges?"

Supervisor Walter: "I'm going to let the town attorney come

up and answer the question."
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Sal Diliberto: "I mean I don't see anything in the law that
talks about, in fact, I specifically see in 45-6B where it was

crossed out, that failure to pay any such charges shall subject such

owner, lessee or user to the penalty provisions of this chapter.

So it seems as though they have- although they're charging

fees, those fees will not be subject to collection."

Councilwoman Giglio: "They are."

Dan McCormick: "Thank you for the question, sir. If you look
under 45-9, 45-9 penalties for offenses. We do indicate that a
failure to pay that charge or fee will subject the individual to a
$750.00 offense for that particular egregious conduct. So that is
also a proposed amendment in the statute as a backup to ensure that
the statute does have some teeth to it."

Sal Diliberto: "My question once again is even though you

have a $750.00 feet, there's no provision for collection."

Supervisor Walter: "You've got to write a ticket in justice

court. They're going to write a ticket in justice court and it
becomes then a quasi-criminal matter because it's a town code
violation."

Sal Diliberto: "If, in fact, that's the case and the law is

very ambiguous, but if, in fact, that was the case, we're talking a
$750.00 fee for not being in compliance, meaning if you didn't
register your fire alarm system.

And it's $750.00 every day. According to my calculations,
that's a fee of $273,000 a year."

Supervisor Walter: "No, Sal. It's- if you read it, it says
not to- shall be subject to a fine not in excess of $750.00 for each

offense. So, the- "

Sal Diliberto: "Correct. And it goes on to say a separate

offense shall be deemed committed upon each day during which a
violation occurs."

Supervisor Walter: ''And the justice court can come in and
say, well, it's not to exceed $750.00 so it's $.50 a day.
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We're not looking- listen, do you know what it costs us to do
this? It's hundreds of thousands of dollars. If the residents and

the commercial business owners would take care of their alarms, we

wouldn't be having this conversation."

Sal Diliberto: "Excuse me. I don't think it's appropriate to

have a law that's so ambiguous that someone is going to have to some

day throw themselves on the mercy of the justice court or any other
court.

This law should be clear, like all laws. What are the fees,
what are the penalties? What happens if I don't pay? There's no
clarity here. There's a lot of ambiguity."

Supervisor Walter: "Well, I think it is clear. I absolutely

disagree with you. The penalties are right in there, $750.00."

Sal Diliberto: "Per day."

Supervisor Walter: "All of our codes are written- most of our
codes if not all of them are written in the same fashion. So that's

the way the code is written and, again, this is not picking on
residents. This is picking on the business owners that aren't doing
what they're supposed to do.

Because collectively the town is paying a huge sum of money to

subsidize the security systems of all these private business owners

that just keep having alarm go off after alarm go off after alarm go
off and I'm sorry, Sal, I disagree. And $750.00 is a small price to
pay when you've got a police officer racing to a business that an
alarm has gone off. And suppose that alarm went off three times in
one day and the police officer says, listen, I'm going to go respond

to something else. It has to stop."

Sal Diliberto: "I'm not disagreeing with you when it comes to
businesses. I'm not disagreeing with you when it comes to
commercial. I'm talking residential. I'm talking a tenant. I'm
talking a lessee because that's who this is applicable to. And

$750.00 a day with all due respect is a lot of money."

Supervisor Walter: "It's intended to be a lot of money."

Sal Diliberto: "Okay. Well $750.00 a day for someone- how is
this law going to be violated? Well, if this law is passed, and



12/28/2010 1173

every person who has an alarm system is not notified personally,
they are going to be in violation of this law.

And so it would seem to be to be unfair that if a person did

have a false alarm and it was determined at that time that they had
been without registration for a period of a year for example, do
they owe the town $273,000? That business or that individual. Or
do they owe the town $750.00 or any particular amount of money?"

Supervisor Walter: "That's what youhave justice court for."

Sal Diliberto: "How will these people be notified?"

Supervisor Walter: "Sal, the way it works, Sal, justice court
has- when you pass a statute, I- yes, you're right, we have to be

clear on the statute. But when we set fines up, it's the judge in
the justice court as long as it's written in the way that it gives

them broad discretion which this is, you're not going to pay
$273,000 in fines. I'd be hard pressed to think anybody's ever paid
$273,000 in fines in the justice court."

Sal Diliberto: "But- "

Supervisor Walter: "But if you're- there was some

consternation on the part of the town board whether we should

include any residential in this, truthfully my opinion is it only
should have been commercial. Some board members- we did have some

support to make it everything so this was sort of a comfortable

middle ground. But you're thinking we should make it just
commercial. Is that- "

Sal Diliberto: "I think if that's where- you know, there
seems to be numbers available. I know that the fire chief was here-

Supervisor Walter: "We have them. "

Sal Diliberto: "-- there seems to be numbers available. If

the numbers show that it' s the commercial establishments that are

the problem, then that should be where the law is addressed.

I don' t see anything in there that talks about people getting a
summons. I see that an invoice is sent out in 45-6B. And, you
know, an invoice to me is not the same as a summons. So I don't
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know how a person winds up in justice court. How do they wind up
there? You have to have something to get them to justice court."

Councilwoman Giglio: "If you read through from start to
finish it says first and second false emergency alarm each calendar

year, no charge."

Sal Diliberto: "I understand that."

Councilwoman Giglio: "So that would mean that the first time

they're going to go out and they're not going to charge you. The

second they're going to tell you, you need to register your alarm

system. Then the second time there's no charge. They're going to
tell you, we told you to register your alarm system and you didn't.

So the third time this happens, you're going to get an invoice,
a letter that says, if you don't pay that fine and register your
alarm, then you're subject to the $750.00 today because you didn't
comply with the code.

So the $750.00 is only addressed in justice court if you choose

to ignore the statute."

Sal Diliberto: "But how do you get into justice court? Sean,

Mr. Supervisor, how do you get there?"

Supervisor Walter: "I said it twice. I'll say it a third
time."

Sal Diliberto: "Sure, please."

Supervisor Walter: "I send a code enforcement out there-

officer out there, or we send a code enforcement out there and he or
she writes you a ticket. Just like you might get a parking ticket.
I think people will understand at that point."

Councilwoman Giglio: "And that' s after the fifth time . "

Sal Diliberto: "Okay. I understand. Well, it's after the
second- after the second false alarm that you have a fee that' s
going to be charged."

Councilwoman Giglio: "The third."
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Sal Diliberto: "And you're saying- now if you don't pay that

invoice that you get, are you saying that you then send code

enforcement somewhere? Where? If the third alarm- if a person has

a third false alarm and they're sent an invoice but they registered

their alarm, now what? How do you collect those monies?"

Supervisor Walter: "I'm going to send a code enforcement

officer out there to write you a ticket and then you will have to
appear- "

Sal Diliberto: "What' s the ticket for?"

Supervisor Walter: "Violation of this section of the code.
Then you will have to appear in justice court and if you are a
commercial entity, you are going to wind up hiring a lawyer because

if you're a corporation, you've got other problems beyond that.

We are not trying to do that, Sal. We want people to police

themselves but they've shown themselves not willing to do it."

Sal Diliberto: "I don't want to belabor this and take any
more time. All I'm saying is I think it's burdensome to the

residents. It's burdensome to a person who just has a residential

dwelling, be it a condo, a co-op, or an apartment. It's burdensome

and it doesn't seem to be any reason for it unless the statistics

show that that's where all the violation are coming from and that's
where the town is expending its energy, then fine.

But I don't think that that would be the case and I agree with
you, commercial establishments should be responsible enough to see

to it that they don't have police officers or firemen rushing to
their buildings needlessly."

Supervisor Walter: "And that's the problem. They're not, and

we've tried this over and over and over again without any success.
And, I mean, we may- the board--"

Sal Diliberto: "I'm very surprised that there aren't

representatives of various associations where you have apartment
buildings or owners of apartment buildings, I don' t know if they' re
aware of this."

Supervisor Walter: "We may re-visit the residential aspect of
it. We probably- but, you know, the point is that we have to do
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something and we haven't done anything and this is a little

different than the last issue you and I spoke about. This is life

safety. This is police officers and fire department personnel
rushing- "

Sal Diliberto: "Like most proposed laws, this is probably

just given out in the newspaper. I don't think anyone took the time

or made the effort to contact directly the people in the large

apartment complexes that may, in fact, be impacted by a law like

this and I think that that's not appropriate.

I think they should be able to give their input, especially on
a residential basis."

Supervisor Walter: "It's unfortunate. But the way we- it's
not unfortunate. What's required of us is we publish it in the

paper, we don't have the ability to go out and notify everybody,
because if you start to notify some and you missed some, the way the

statute is we select our newspaper, we put it in the newspaper and

it's unfortunate that people don't read it. We televise it.

I won't close this public hearing until January 7" at 4:30
p.m. If you want to put a written comment in. If anybody wants to

do that, they can and we give as much notice as we can and then we

either adopt it or we don't adopt it."

Sal Diliberto: "I appreciate the time. Thank you."

Supervisor Walter: "Thanks."

Councilwoman Giglio: "Jim, did you have a comment?"

Councilman Wooten: "Yeah, I'11 wait- absolutely. "

Supervisor Walter: "Dan, I think we answered everything."

Dan McCormick: "The one regarding collection. Chief

Hagermiller did inform me that the town of Riverhead enjoys a high
success rate on the collection of monies owed on tickets even when

it goes to collection. We use a private company for that purpose.

So I did want to address the gentleman's concern on that."

Councilman Dunleavy: "Thank you."



12/28/2010 1177

Councilman Wooten: "My question is on charges for false
alarms, 45-6B also.

We have the town clerk- actually the police department is the

one that's going to be sending out the invoices by certified mail
and then further along it says that false emergency alarm charges,
the alarm permit holder of record upon receipt of said invoice, the

alarm permit holder shall remit payment to the town clerk. I think
that's problem-some. I think it should go to the police department

who are sending out the invoice so they can do checks and balances
on that.

So I'd like to see it go to the police department for the

charges due- "

Supervisor Walter: "And they have petty cash. I think that's
more an issue of petty- yes, if somebody comes in with checks and
receipt books and everything else."

Councilman Wooten: "Well, the police, yeah, they do."

Dan McCormick: • "For clarification on this point, I do concur

with what Councilman Wooten is saying."

Councilman Wooten: "I can't imagine- we're sending out- the

police department is sending out the invoices, she's collecting the
money, it makes no sense."

Dan McCormick: "By way of background, when we addressed this
originally with the board, the board's inclination was to have the

monies come directly into town hall proper as opposed to going to
the PD.

But it does make sense and I would recommend the PD handle

receipt of the monies since the PD is actually sending out the

invoices. The PD then would convey the money directly to town
hall."

Councilman Dunleavy: "Okay."

Dan McCormick: "But I know you've gone back and forth on that
issue."

Councilman Wooten: "It' s just checks and balances, that' s
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all. It makes much more sense."

Councilwoman Giglio: "And the thing that I had a question on

was 45-6E where it says charge distribution. The charge

distribution was going to take place after the town's initial charge

to implement the program was paid back.

So I just want that in there to maintain and to establish the

system, that the money would come back to the town and the taxpayers

first before the split occurred to implement the program."

Supervisor Walter: "Okay. I'm going to close this off

because we're- this is not- these are changes that should have been

made before it went to public hearing."

Councilwoman Giglio: "Right. They were brought up at the

work session. It was brought up at the work session, that was."

Councilman Wooten: "But isn't that the whole idea behind a

public hearing, is to get insights and revise? That's the whole

idea behind (inaudible). Right? That's the whole idea behind the

public hearing, is it not? (Inaudible)."

Supervisor Walter: "It would be for the council to have had
something polished before they put it up from public hearing was my
thought."

Councilwoman Giglio: "I brought my comments up at work
session and they're not in here. And this was given to me a half
hour before the town board meeting today, so- "

Councilman Wooten: "This was brought up to me as liaison to
the police department. It's not a big deal."

Dan McCormick: "Councilman, this is the first I'm hearing

this so I'll happily include anything that the board wishes me to do
but to date I have not heard that you wanted other parties to be
reimbursed- "

Supervisor Walter: "I've never heard that comment."

Councilwoman Giglio: "What, about paying the town back
first?"
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Supervisor Walter: "I've never heard your comment- "

Councilwoman Giglio: "You don't remember hearing it? Well,
we'll look at the work session tape."

Dan McCormick: "Okay, that's fine."

Supervisor Walter: "The problem is now you're going to
another public hearing."

Councilwoman Giglio: "Yes. Councilman Gabrielsen recalls

that we were to be able to be paid back first before the

distribution of funds were put out there. If it costs us $20,000
for the program, the town is going to (inaudible) all that cost?"

(Some inaudible discussion)

Supervisor Walter: "The council people and the town attorney

didn't hear it. Here's why we should have our act together first.
Now that you've made- the board has made several changes to this,
this has to go to public hearing again just on the board's comments,
not on- so it never should have made it to public hearing."

Councilman Dunleavy: "Can I just say something? My

understanding was that if we get $100.00, $70.00 will go to the fire

district where the false alarm came from, and $30.00 would go to the

town. And that would pay us back, the $30.00 we'd get because of
administrative and pay us back for the cost of this law."

Councilwoman Giglio: "Of the police program for the invoicing
and everything else?"

Councilman Dunleavy: "Yes . We' re not getting it for a
profit. What we're getting it is for- it's a fee, it's a penalty

and the fire department is the one who sends four or five trucks out

so they get the majority to help the taxpayer of that fire district
who had the false alarm."

Councilwoman Giglio: "No problem with that."

Dan McCormick: "That' s my understanding as well. "

Councilman Gabrielsen: "Right. And that 30% would justify
what Jodi was talking about . But she did bring it up and
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(inaudible) . Thirty percent."

Councilman Dunleavy: "The 30% would come back to the town for
administrative costs and the cost of us responding. Goes back to

the taxpayer in the town of Riverhead."

Supervisor Walter: "It is my understanding- "

Councilman Gabrielsen: "There was discussion though- "

Councilman Wooten: "I think the 30% covers that. So my
question to the town attorney (inaudible) is that one verbiage

change in B will force a whole new public hearing to make it the

police department instead of the town clerk?"

Supervisor Walter: (Inaudible)

Councilman Wooten: "Yeah, but I think, right, I think the

70/30 (inaudible)."

Councilman Gabrielsen: "I think that's how it was resolved in

discussion, it was mentioned (inaudible)."

Councilman Dunleavy: "So that would-- I think that would

solve your problem, Jodi. "

Councilwoman Giglio: "I hope so."

Supervisor Walter: "The only other issue then is- well, does

anybody else wish to be heard on this subject? Nobody else wishing
to be heard on this subject, we will close the public comment

portion and leave it open for written comment until January 7, 2010
at 4:30 in the clerk's office. What did I say? Right, wow, January

7, 2011. Time is marching by."

Councilwoman Giglio: "And Bob was saying if we revised the

residential aspect of it, we would require a new public hearing

which is what you had said. "

Supervisor Walter: "Thank you. Thank you, Mr. McCormick."

Public hearing closed: 2: 43 p.m.
Left open for 10 days for written

comment to January 7, 2011 at
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4:30 p.m.

Public hearing opened: 2:44 p.m.

Supervisor Walter: "And there's one other public hearing on
which is the consideration of a community garden at a location

described as SCTM #0600-128-3-72.1 and/or in the alternative using a

portion of the property for a community garden and a portion for a
war memorial.

This is something the- the deputy supervisor wanted to

implement and we talked about very early on. This is property on
West Main Street on the south side of West Main Street where the

comfort station that's closed is currently sitting and a group of
ladies from the downtown Riverhead area wanted to do a community

garden and a couple people raised the issue that we might have
dedicated this for some sort of a veteran's memorial.

We did extensive research. We can't find dedication.

Councilman Dunleavy looked at it, I talked to the Combined Veterans,
I talked to every veterans group that I could come across so we

haven't found anybody that this was dedicated to but in the

interests of making sure we weren't slighting anybody, we wanted to

put this up for public hearing and I think there may be one or more

people that want to talk about a community garden downtown which I

think is a fantastic idea.

You want to put it up on- "

Amy Davidson: "Sure. My name is Amy Davidson and I'm a
resident of downtown Riverhead and I'm a co-founder of River and

Routes Community Garden and I thank you for holding this public

hearing.

After we saw you, the town board in the spring to discuss a

community garden on town land and upon the town attorney's
recommendation, we formed a New York State not for profit
corporation and we've received quotes for liability insurance on
that piece of property at West Main Street and Griffing Avenue for a
community garden.

We have had-- a landscape design was generously donated for
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that piece of property at scale for that property and the plan

includes 36 garden beds, two herb beds to be shared by gardeners and
a perimeter planted with berries and fruit trees to be shared by
gardeners and passers by.

We continue to receive support from the community including the

residents, the master gardeners from Cornell Cooperative Extension

who would like to volunteer their time and expertise, from members

of Riverhead Rotary and from a sister community garden at
Hallockville as well as grant opportunities from two local
organizations.

We are ready to make the garden a reality and improve the

health and quality of life of Riverhead residents.

Thank you for hearing us."

Supervisor Walter: "Thank you, Miss Davidson. "

Lori Nigro: "First I want to say thank you to Robin

(inaudible) for the drawing. She' s from- "

Supervisor Walter: "Could you just give us your name and
hamlet for the record?"

Lori Nigro: "I forgot. I'm Lori Nigro and I'm also a
downtown Riverhead resident as well as co-founder of the River and

Roots community garden.

Amy just spoke about who we are, what we'd like to see come to

fruition, and what we've already accomplished. And I'd like to

address how important the location of the garden would be and why
this spot in particular is the perfect choice for our community.

The location serves as a visual entry to downtown, welcoming

people to Main Street and combined with the extensive renovation at
Grangebel Park, the community garden would be a beautiful and
welcoming destination. Both the BID and the town recreation
department have done so much to bring people downtown and we believe

the garden would be an additional attraction.

And we'd like to work with these groups as well as orchestrate

our own community events.



12/28/2010 1183

We're hoping to hold monthly pot luck dinners as Hallockville

does at their community garden, and subscribers can showcase their

garden grown items while building relationships with other
residents.

Also, by creating greenspace downtown, we'd be adding beauty to
the community while increasing property values.

So community gardens provide immediate results and while

downtown revitalization progresses, the garden can give an instant

facelift and help jump start the process.

So thank you again and we look forward to getting started."

Supervisor Walter: "Thank you very much. Anybody else wish
to be heard? Okay."

Rita: "Hello my name is Rita and I think we should have that

(inaudible) because it's nice and big and the community garden, you
could grow a lot of stuff in a big spot and it's a good place to
play for kids."

Supervisor Walter: "That sounds good. Rita, what' s your
favorite vegetable?"

Rita: (Inaudible)

Quentin Nigro: "I would like the community garden- I'm sorry.
My name is Quentin Nigro, I'm nine years old and I would like the

community garden to be there because (1) people could know what they

are eating; (2) people could socially interact; and (2)-- I'm sorry
(inaudible)."

Supervisor Walter: "Wait a minute. What's your favorite

vegetable?"

Quentin Nigro: (Inaudible)

Supervisor Walter: "Yes, step up."

Brian Nigro: "Brian Nigro, I'm a downtown Riverhead resident.
I support the use of that land for that purpose.

That's all I got to say."
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Supervisor Walter: "Thank you, sir. Yes, Miss Mott."

Sandra Lee Mott: "Good afternoon. Sandra Lee Mott. I am not

a downtown resident but where is this exactly going to be?"

Supervisor Walter: "Right- you know where the old comfort
station was? If you come out of Griffing Avenue and you don't turn,
you'd go almost into this piece of property, then into the river.
It' s between the bank and the- "

Sandra Lee Mott: "Okay, that's what my concern is. I don't
know if these people are aware of the fact that the Peconic River

floods on a regular basis even at high tide. I don't know if
they're aware of the fact that (inaudible) and plutonium are within
the Peconic River because of the affluent of the Brookhaven National

Lab. And excuse me, yeah, I know but I like to be heard."

Supervisor Walter: "That's all right. We can hear you. Go
ahead."

Sandra Lee Mott: "The bottom line of it is this is an

inappropriate location not only for children but for also the

wildlife. She was talking about berries, etc. This is only going
to draw innocent animals across roadways, onto property that
shouldn't even be- that should not be utilized for this purpose.

It's a lovely idea but not at that location and if they want to
do research, they need to do some more research as to the kinds of
radioactivity- radioactive waste that is in that river. It will
flood your little farm and coupled with the fact that if it's going
to be there, it's going to draw wildlife that I am certain your
children are not going to want to see dead in the roadway."

Supervisor Walter: "Okay. Thank you."

Sandra Lee Mott: "Also, second point, loss of taxes. How

much is this area consist of?"

Supervisor Walter: "It' s town property. There' s no taxes on
it now."

Sandra Lee Mott: "Okay. That's helpful but there's lots of
town property and you can- I mean there's lots of school grounds. I

know they do it all over the country. I think it probably might be
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more appropriate on school ground or even, maybe at EPCAL. There's

plenty of land that would not only be just for downtown- "

Supervisor Walter: "I like it here, Sandra. You and I

disagree on this point. I really like it here. I think it's a neat

location."

Sandra Lee Mott: "Well you better look into the

radioactivity- waste in that area."

Supervisor Walter: "Okay. Thank you. Okay, does anybody
else wish to be heard on the subject? Yes."

Glynis Berry: "My name is Glynnis Berry. I'm with Peconic

Green Growth and also I'm a new master gardener. So we'd like to

support the garden.

We think it' s very important to have a community garden in the

downtown area where people can walk and also it creates a sense of

community and it's visible. It's a visible sign of a community

working together."

Supervisor Walter: "Thank you very much. Yes. Just state

your name and hamlet."

Hannah Kulp: "I'm Hannah Kulp. I live right in downtown.
And honestly there is nothing to do here for teenagers. Like we're
kind of too old for the aquarium even though sometimes it's fun
acting like we're six. But there's nothing that much to do here."

Supervisor Walter: "That's why we're working on a movie
theater downtown."

Hannah Kulp: "Yes, we're really excited about that.
But- "

Supervisor Walter: "Still working on it, Hannah. Don't get

too excited yet. It's going to happen."

Hannah Kulp: "A community garden would be really great since

I've been working with my mom on this and we're actually- I'm really

excited to be involved in it because there' s also this children' s
area which I will be involved with. And plus I can get so many of

my friends are interested in it which I can help get them to
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volunteer here and it will be something for us to do."

Supervisor Walter: "Thank you."

Susan Wilk: "I'm still thinking about Buster. My name is
Susan Wilk- "

Supervisor Walter: "Bring Buster back in here for an encore

presentation."

Susan Wilk: "My name is Susan Wilk, I work for Cornell

Cooperative Extension here in Riverhead. I am a coordinator of a
New York State funded project called Create Healthy Places in
Suffolk County and I represent our family health and wellness

program area.

I'm just going to quickly read a few sentences that I put

together but I want the project to work. Our timing couldn't be

better because of this application of this grant from the State

Department of Health which wholeheartedly support community

gardens."

Supervisor Walter: "Did we get a grant for this?"

Susan Wilk: "Yes, I do."

Supervisor Walter: "Are you kidding?"

Susan Wilk: "Actually I am prepared to help them through our

grant."

Supervisor Walter: "Wow, so that' s news . "

Susan Wilk: "So I'll give you a few of the details- "

Supervisor Walter: "We as a board didn't know this so that's
very nice."

Susan Wilk: "I'd like to leave with you our press release

about this grant that will be going out to the papers next week as

well as some snapshots that I took several months ago in Lynn,
Massachusetts that I just happened to be passing through and this
garden caught my eye so I jumped out of the car, took the

photographs because it reminded me of Riverhead, too. So I will
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leave them with you all.

We have been awarded one of 16 grants from the New York State

Department of Health to create healthy places where people live,
work and play.

This statewide program is intended to reduce the prevalence of
obesity and prevention of type II diabetes through changes in the
built environment.

The state feels so strongly in applications of- to promote

farmers markets and community gardens that they are investing in
this, going away from the traditional roles where I played as a
diabetes educator for the past 20 years of my life.

We are committed to implementing nine strategies over a five

year period of time. These strategies are aimed at establishing

sustainable environmental systems or policy changes that will make

it easier for individuals and families to begin and maintain healthy

eating and active lifestyle.

The town of Riverhead is one of the selected communities for

many of these strategic initiatives and one of the project's
objective is supporting community gardens.

We are excited about this opportunity to help design,
implement, promote and provide for long standing changes in the

built environment of Cornell Cooperative Extension home town through
this proposed Riverhead community garden called River and Roots.

The garden will reflect Riverhead's agricultural roots and

bring together young and old to work side by side learning from each

other and each contributing to their home community.

We are confident that this proposed project will blossom into a
unique piece of real estate, a healthy place where people can learn,
work, play and enjoy the fruits of their labor together.

I personally look forward as well as Cornell Cooperative

Extension of Suffolk County working with community members and the

town of Riverhead now and in the future so that we can provide a

healthy place for our community residents to live, work and play.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this project."
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Supervisor Walter: "If you could leave that with the clerk,
that would be great. Yes, sir."

Brian Nigro: "I've been working with Amy and my wife for a

year on this project and I hadn't considered that the community

garden in that location would be a death trap for animals. But

there is an upside, okay. We're going to have downtown residents

that will be able to tend gardens and have some fresh vegetables.
Maybe these people might not have a plot of land and that's the best

one they have available. And I'm sure it would be just fine,
radioactive or not.

It's also going to bring downtown residents together, okay.
You're going to have children. You had my daughter up here. You're
going to have older residents coming together, sharing different

gardening techniques, getting to know each other and it's right in

the heart of downtown. And downtown needs that right now.

Thank you."

Supervisor Walter: "Thank you very much."

Councilman Wooten: "Thank you. My only concern is you've
only got 36 plots. I wish you had twice."

Supervisor Walter: "Yes, miss. Name and hamlet."

Robin Perry: "Hi. I'm Robin Perry and I live in Mattituck

actually. I helped Amy and Lori with their design and if you stand
in the garden area, you'll see you're many feet above the water
table for the river and there is a whole road in between that. It

doesn't appear to ever flood although it may.

My suggestion would be to simply have Cornell do a soil test.
And the gardens they have planted are raised beds so what they're
doing is they're building beds and bringing fresh soil compost in.

So it's a wonderful way to teach children about an art that's
lost, about growing their own food and providing themselves with
something that's healthy to eat that doesn't come froma box. So

that you have more children that say their favorite vegetable is
(inaudible)."

Councilman Wooten: "I don't know what that is."
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Supervisor Walter: "I don't either. Can somebody please tell
us what (inaudible) is?"

(Inaudible comment)

Robin Perry: "You can use it in quiche."

Supervisor Walter: "But if you put lots of salad dressing on,
it's good? I expect that some (inaudible) will be delivered."

Councilman Wooten: "I can tell you the river has breached
that but it has never breached it across the street. So it

shouldn't affect (inaudible)."

Bonnie Connelly: "Hi. My name is Bonnie Connelly. I'm the

mother of the unruly child. I- from Riverhead. I live on Newton

Avenue and my family and I walk Main Street, walk up there to see
the ducks. We love our town. We love Riverhead.

And the community garden I hope inspires a deeper love of
community and pride. We are a great town and we are looking forward
to having this. So I'm going with that it's happening. We really

need it to happen."

Supervisor Walter: "I'm hoping to go with that too. Yes,
sir."

Isaac Kulp: "Hello. My name is Isaac Kulp and I- "

Supervisor Walter: "Hello, Isaac. What's your favorite

vegetable?"

Isaac Kulp: "I do not know. I think we should have the

community garden because it will light up Riverhead with all the

colors and stuff and what my mom said, a passerby could pick an

apple off an apple tree, stuff like that."

Supervisor Walter: "Cool. How old are you?"

Isaac Kulp: "Eleven."

Supervisor Walter: "A day off from school, huh?"

Isaac Kulp: "Yeah, a week."
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Supervisor Walter: "Thank you. Yes. Next. How are you

doing, sir?"

John Newman: "I'm just fine. How are you gentlemen doing and
ladies? My name is John Newman. I'm a member of VFW Post 2476 and

I guess I'm at this point in time the only person that's here

speaking up for the other side of this issue which is the war
memorial."

Supervisor Walter: "I don't know that there is one side or

the other because we've gone through every record and there really

wasn't- there's no record that this was ever dedicated, donated or

anything to the VFW and that's what we're trying to figure out."

John Newman: "Well, not the VFW specifically but the
veterans."

Supervisor Walter: "Right. Do you have a record showing
that?"

John Newman: "No, I don't. And one of the questions I have

is as I understand it, in a previous regime of the board of the town
council- "

Supervisor Walter: "No, you said it right."

John Newman: "A resolution was passed approving this piece of
property for use as a war memorial."

Supervisor Walter: "It has never- I don't think that's
accurate. We have looked everywhere. We have contacted- who's in
charge of the Combined Veterans?"

John Newman: "I don't know who the individual is, but- "

Councilwoman Giglio: "I spoke with the president of the

Combined Veterans and he said that the veterans are having a very

difficult time in keeping up with the veterans memorials that exist

in the town of Riverhead and keeping them looking nice and good and
in maintenance shape.

And he thought that this would be just another property that
would be difficult for them to maintain."



12/28/2010 1191

John Newman: "Well, I don't think the veterans as a group are

or have assumed or are responsible for taking care of those

monuments. As far as I know, they are being taken care of either by
the department of parks or whatever parks division you all have or

some private groups."

Supervisor Walter: "The veterans do it. The Combined

Veterans do it, volunteer veterans do it, and the town of Riverhead

spent considerable amount of money on the memorial at Pulaski Street
School."

John Newman: "Oh, that's great. That's a nice town function.
But I don' t think any- like the American Legion or the VFW are

specifically responsible for taking care of those monuments nor do I

think they actually do that. I can't 100% speak to that because I

personally don't do that. But as far as I know, that's not their
function."

Councilman Dunleavy: "Let me say this. This goes back years.
I guess when we first got a grant for Grangebel Park I was told by
the Combined Veterans that $50,000 was put aside for this veterans
memorial."

John Newman: "That's as I understand it."

Councilman Dunleavy: "Okay. We checked. We can't find
nothing. I went to our community development officer who handles
all our grants and handling the Grangebel Park grant and she said
no, there was never $50,000 put aside for the veterans. What

50,000 was done, was put aside for the renovation of the comfort
station. That's where that 50,000 comes in and that's all she can

remember and that's all she has written down on this Grangebel Park
and the veterans memorial park."

Supervisor Walter: "And I've contacted every entity and
organization in the town that has anything to do with it and we kind
of felt that since we just did the Pulaski Street School one, we've
got the World War II one just down the road, we've got the one in
St . John' s- we felt that the community garden would be a nice tie in
to everything that was happening downtown Riverhead.

Especially when we march, we would march right by it and rather

than be the blighted area that it is, it has become, filled with
people tha t just hang out all day, we figured that if there was
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going to be any tribute to a veterans group, this would be a better
tribute than what we have now."

John Newman: "Well, as I was led to believe representing the

VFW, we are led to believe as an organization that a resolution had
been passed several years ago allotting this piece of land for use

as a war memorial and also we've been led to believe that there was

a sizable grant, about $50,000 worth, that was put aside for this
purpose. And that's what we were led to believe."

Supervisor Walter: "I wish we- if we- if you could find some

proof of that, we'd love to see it but we haven't seen anything. I

think this may have started out that it was a good idea that it
would be done instead of- as was told me by one veteran, instead of
going to all of these different beautiful monuments, that it might
be nice to have everything centralized in this park but that never
happened."

John Newman: "I know people from Riverhead as you know have

served in every war conflict skirmish since World War I up to the

present day in Iraq and Afghanistan and to- and some have died and

shed their blood. And others are still, you know, residents here

and proliferate the town and it would be real nice and easily
accessible to have a war monument- war memorial located in this

area. It would be profoundly appreciated and like I said easily
accessible- "

Supervisor Walter: "Well, ,we have two, we have three."

John Newman: "I know we have monuments."

Supervisor Walter: "Five."

Councilman Wooten: "We have five memorials . "

Supervisor Walter: "Right."

John Newman: "I know we have the monuments but this- "

Councilman Dunleavy: "Right here in front of town hall."

Councilwoman Giglio: "But- "

John Newman: "We have a monument for World War I, we have a
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monument for World War II. I mean this- we've been involved in all
kinds of stuff. We've been involved in several conflicts over the

years."

Councilman Wooten: "I really don't know why it's an either/or
situation at Grangebel anyway. I mean why we can't have both."

JohnNewman: "It's too small. It's too small for two."

Councilman Wooten: "For a monument?"

John Newman: "Well, we're- we're talking not just one little

piece of granite statue. We're talking about an elaborate display
here."

Supervisor Walter: "Well, that's where it comes down to- if

there's not a group that maintains them, who is the group that's
paying for an elaborate display to do this?"

John Newman: "Well, this is a park, you know. The park would
be funded- "

Supervisor Walter: "There is no- we don't have a parks
department in that- are you from Riverhead?"

John Newman: "I live in South Jamesport."

Supervisor Walter: "Okay. We don't have a parks department

like that. We don't have a parks budget. There isn't- you're not
going to- I'm a very, very strong supporter of the military and the

veterans. Make no mistake about that. But this is not something

the town has the ability to fund or do so our thought it we work
together with the community gardens and there can be a monument or a
memorial within the community gardens or if you don't do it, it's
kind of going to just stay the way it is."

Councilman Dunleavy: "I'm a veteran, I belong to the American

Legion. We put- the town of Riverhead, and I say we- the town of
Riverhead put a beautiful flagpole up there that's never had a flag
on it. I'm the only one from any veterans group that's fighting to
get a flag up there and taking a tree down so we can put a flag on a
beautiful flagpole that sits right at that memorial park that you
want.
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So I think the first thing we should do is as a veterans group,
is get an American flag put up there where it's supposed to be and
not just a flagpole that goes through a tree.

So I think that's one thing we should be fighting for and it
would give the community gardens something."

Supervisor Walter: "I'll get you a flag, John."

Councilman Dunleavy: "So I mean that's one thing that-- for
years that flagpole has been there and never once has an American

flag been put on it."

John Newman: "Well, I can't answer for that but you know I'll
see what I can do on that. But in any case I would think the town
would have put a flag up there a long time ago."

Supervisor Walter: "I think it's not an either/or. I think-

I'm hoping the majority of the board agrees that we can do the

community garden, have a memorial working with it with the flagpole

and flag because otherwise it's going to stay the way it is and

that' s not acceptable . "

John Newman: "Well, there's like three and a half acres of

park there as I understand it, not just in this location, but what's
the total park- park grounds, you know, to include the lake and all
that good stuff."

Councilman Wooten: "Maybe a couple acres, if that."

John Newman: "We're talking a lot of ground here."

Supervisor Walter: "No, we're not. What is the dimensions of
this plot? You must have that. Who's our landscape architect?

Seventy by a hundred. It's a small parcel of land."

John Newman: "Okay. No, no. But I'm not- I know this piece

is small and that's what we're arguing about here. It's actually-

but the whole park that was just renovated- "

Supervisor Walter: "Grangebel Park."

John Newman: "Right. And this is part of that."
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Councilman Wooten: "It's the biggest, driest part of it."

John Newman: "As I understand it, this is part of the park,
you know, as the map outlays it."

Supervisor Walter: "No, no, no."

John Newman: "This is not part of the park?"

Supervisor Walter: "No. It might have been all part of one

larger parcel at one point, but this is not part of the park. This

is separate by a- you know the parcel. You know it's not- "

John Newman: "I know what the parcel looks like. It's not
part of the footprint of the park. Okay. All right."

Supervisor Walter: "Separated by a road. It might have been

all acquired at the same time by the same family but I don't think
anybody that goes to Grangebel Park considers that little spit of
land on the other side of the parking lot part of Grangebel Park."

John Newman: "Well, I tell you, I think a war memorial in
this location is- it would be beautiful as, you know, as some

preliminary designs I've seen have portrayed. You know, a lot nicer

looking than a community garden."

Supervisor Walter: "If the veterans groups have the funding
for the memorial, that's what we'd want to hear. I mean that's how-

- the funding with Pulaski Street memorial, that was all done by
veterans such as yourself volunteering, getting grants and

everything else. We'd love to have it.

Right now we don't have anybody saying that. We don't have

anybody- honestly, you and Paul Lesinski (phonetic) are the only two
people that have ever said anything about this. The only two."

John Newman: "Well, I'll do a little research into that and,
you know, I'll let you know what I find and, hopefully, it will be

in time t·o put this to bed.

But thank youverymuch for listening tome."

Supervisor Walter: "Thank you."
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Thea Cohen: "Hello, I'm Thea Cohen, a resident of downtown

Riverhead, also a business owner and a member of the I Love

Riverhead group, and I am in full support- "

Supervisor Walter: "And a participant in the window
decorating- "

Thea Cohen: "Oh, yes, at the West Marine."

Councilwoman Giglio: "And on the energy committee."

Thea Cohen: "And on the energy committee. And I feel that we

can work together with the veterans and, of course, every resident
in this town is all for the veterans. And I see that there could be

a possibility of calling the community gardens the veterans memorial

community gardens if that's not a problem.

And also perhaps those who get involved in growing, we can
participate some of the harvest to the families of our troops, the

families that are in the area in Suffolk County, whatever, but we

can certainly be part of that.

I think that's a good cause and I think that Riverhead being an

agricultural town, this is a very wholesome idea bringing our

agriculture right to downtown next to Grangebel Park."

Supervisor Walter: "Good, thank you."

Councilman Gabrielsen: "And I want to say I respect that. As

a farmer to see a mini farm coming back to downtown Riverhead, is
like really excites me. It's a big deal. And the voice of farming

got a little bit louder. So appreciate that."

Thea Cohen: "That's right. And if we can find another piece

of land downtown, maybe we can grow some vineyards."

Supervisor Walter: "Not toomany green spaces down there."

Councilman Wooten: "And as a councilman that likes to eat, I
think it's a good idea."

Supervisor Walter: "You? I don' t see ity Jimy"

Councilwoman Giglio: "Do you eat vegetables?"
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Councilman Wooten: "Sure. (Inaudible) ."

Supervisor Walter: "Yes, miss."

Sondra Favar: "My name is Sondra Favar. I'm a resident of
Riverhead for the last six years and I think the community garden is
a fantastic idea and I totally agree with Thea. She took the words

out of my mouth. I think it could be, you know, a joint effort

between the community garden and the veterans because everybody is

in favor of both. Thank you."

Supervisor Walter: "I think the board is too, some sort of
joint effort.

Does anybody else wish to be heard? All right. Nobody else

wishing to be heard, we'll keep this open- we'll try to do this
right- close the public comment portion and leave it open for

written comments to January 7, 2011 and if we have any indication

that there is a dedication, we'd like to see that and then I think
the board would be poised to make a decision soon thereafter if
they're so inclined, get moving with whatever it is we decide and be

thinking joint effort, because I'm thinking that's what the board is
thinking.

All right, thank you very much for your time. Thank you for

coming out."

Public hearing closed: 3:15 p.m.
Left open for written comment for
10 days to January 7, 2011 at
4:30 p.m.

Supervisor Walter: "Okay. We're going to open the meeting up

for comment on the town resolutions only. Does anybody wish to be

heard on the resolutions that are currently before the town? Okay.
Sal- hey, Sal, you want to comment on the resolutions?"

Sal Mastropaolo: "Sal Mastropaolo, Calverton. Just one, 962,
you need a time and a date."

Supervisor Walter: "So it's on the 19th of January. Diane,
y'ou're suffering- laboring from a cold?"
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Diane Wilhelm: "At 7: 20 . I am. "

Supervisor Walter: "Oh, I think this one may get tabled

anyway. Are you looking at tabling this one, Jim?"

Councilman Wooten: "Yes, I am. "

Supervisor Walter: "Sal, we're going to table this one

because we want to look into it a little bit more. Well, I hope

we're going to table it. Yeah, I think we'll table it. All right.
Any other resolutions comments? Okay, Diane, let's call the
resolutions."

Resolution #946

Councilman Dunleavy: "2010 general town budget adjustment.
So moved."

Councilman Wooten: "Second. "

Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. vote please."

The Vote: "Gigio, no; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes; Dunleavy,
yes; Walter, yes. The resolution is adopted."

Resolution #947

Councilman Wooten: "947 is an ambulance district budget

adjustment. So moved."

Councilman Gabrielsen: "And seconded."

Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;

Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes. The resolution is adopted."

Resolution #948

Councilman Gabrielsen: "Child care center building fund

budget adjustment. So moved."

Councilwoman Giglio: "And seconded."
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Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;

Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes. The resolution is adopted."

Resolution #949

Councilwoman Giglio: "Budget adjustment Community

Development. So moved."

Councilman Dunleavy: "And seconded. "

Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;

Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes. The resolution is adopted."

Resolution #950

Councilman Dunleavy: "2008 traffic calming and sidewalk

improvement budget adjustment. So moved."

Councilman Wooten: "Seconded. "

Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;

Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes. The resolution is adopted."

Resolution #951

Councilman Wooten: "Highway district budget adjustment. So

moved."

Councilman Gabrielsen: "And seconded."

Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;

Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes . The resolution is adopted. "

Resolution 1952

Councilman Gabrielsen: "Recreation program fund budget
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adjustment. So moved."

Councilwoman Giglio: "And seconded. "

Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;

Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes. The resolution is adopted."

Resolution #953

Councilwoman Giglio: "Refuse and garbage district budget

adjustment. So moved."

Councilman Dunleavy: "And seconded. "

Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;

Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes. The resolution is adopted."

Resolution #954

Councilman Dunleavy: "Scavenger waste district budget

adjustment. So moved."

Councilman Wooten: "Seconded. "

Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please ."

The Vote: "Giglio, no; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;

Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes . The resolution is adopted. "

Resolution #955

Councilman Wooten: "Street lighting district budget
adjustment. So moved."

Councilman Gabrielsen: ''And seconded."

Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;

Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes . The resolution is adopted. "
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Resolution #956

Councilman Gabrielsen: "Water department budget adjustment.
So moved."

Councilwoman Giglio: "And seconded."

Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;

Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes. The resolution is adopted."

Resolution #957

Councilwoman Giglio: "Accepts the retirement of a part time

guard. So moved."

Councilman Dunleavy: "And seconded. "

Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;

Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes. The resolution is adopted."

Resolution #958

Councilman Dunleavy: "Authorizes the town clerk to publish

and post public notice to consider a local law to amend Chapter 64
entitled Fire Prevention of the Riverhead town code, Section 64-9

fire prevention permit fees. So moved."

Councilman Wooten: "And seconded. "

Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;

Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes. The resolution is adopted."

Resolution #959

Councilman Wooten: "959 authorizes the town clerk to publish
and post a public notice for a public hearing regarding an alleged
unsafe structure located at 77 Kay Road, Calverton, Suffolk County,
New York, SCTM# 0600-115.1-01.00-043.000 pursuant to Chapter 54 of
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the Riverhead town code. So moved."

Councilman Gabrielsen: "And seconded. "

Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;

Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes. The resolution is adopted."

Resolution #960

Councilman Gabrielsen: "Amends Resolution #778 to include

authorization for the law firm of Reynolds, Caronia, Gianelli,
Hagney, LaPinta & Quatela LLP to settle dispute between the town of
Riverhead and Young & Young, et al related to professional services

for various town projects and authorizing the supervisor to execute

a stipulation of settlement and related documents. So moved."

Councilwoman Giglio: "And seconded."

Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;

Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes. The resolution is adopted."

Resolution #961

Councilwoman Giglio: "Authorizes the supervisor to execute an
amended agreement with Eaton Electrical Corporation for emergency

battery system. So moved."

Councilman Dunleavy: "And seconded. "

Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;
Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes. The resolution is adopted."

Resolution #962

Councilman Dunleavy: "Authorizes the town clerk to publish
and post public notice to consider a local law to amend chapter 108
entitled zoning of the Riverhead town code (accessory apartments -

Section 108-34, purpose, findings and standards) . And I'd like to
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table this one."

Councilman Wooten: "Move to table. I'11 second to table."

Supervisor Cardinale: "Moved and seconded as to table. Vote

please."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;

Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes. The resolution has been tabled."

Resolution #963

Councilman Wooten: "963 authorizes the supervisor to execute

an agreement with Jacqueline O'Sullivan for board transcribing. So

moved."

Councilman Gabrielsen: "And seconded. "

Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten."

Councilman Wooten: "Does that mean we have to talk less?

Yes."

The Vote (Cont'd.): "Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes. The

resolution is adopted."

Resolution #964

Councilman Gabrielsen: "Accepts the resignation of a deputy

town attorney and the date will be December 31st, 2010 . So moved. "

Councilwoman Giglio: "And seconded. "

(Some inaudible comment)

Supervisor Walter: "All right. Moved and seconded. Vote

please."

The Vote: "Giglio."
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Councilwoman Giglio: "As amended changing the date to

December 31, 2010, yes."

The Vote (Cont' d. ) : "Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten. "

Councilman Dunleavy: "This is not amended. This is a new

resolution."

(Inaudible comment)

Supervisor Walter: "You're right. She did bring that up to

us.

We're voting on the resolution. George read out, that was
correct. Jodi and I are a step behind. She just handed this to

us."

Councilman Wooten: "Okay, so Jodi said as amended. She has

to start over."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;

Dunleavy."

Councilman Dunleavy: "Yes. I just want to say that Mr.
Saladino did a wonderful job as one of our part time deputy town

attorneys and I want to thank him for his service for the town of

Riverhead.

I vote yes."

The Vote (Cont'd.): "Walter."

Supervisor Walter: "Yes. And I thank Jim for his service.
He did a great job in justice court moving the cases and it worked

out well."

Diane Wilhelm: "The resolution is adopted. "

Resolution #965

Councilwoman Giglio: "Authorizes the supervisor to execute a
settlement with an employee. So moved."

Councilman Dunleavy: "And seconded. "
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Supervisor Walter: "Moved and seconded. Vote please."

The Vote: "Giglio, yes; Gabrielsen, yes; Wooten, yes;

Dunleavy, yes; Walter, yes. The resolution is adopted."

Supervisor Walter: "I'm very disappointed, Sal, 965 a
spelling mistake. Come on. You know I'm kidding, right?

All right. This is the portion of the town board that we leave

it open for public comment on any subject that you wish to discuss.
We ask you that you limit your comments to five minutes.

Ms. Mott."

Sandra Mott: "Hi. First I'm going to- Sandra Mott,
Riverhead. I want to clarify, I do support those people I guess

they left, for their garden idea but I just don't think that that
would be the appropriate location.

So onto another topic. The irony of it is 17 years ago was my
first time that I ever came to these types of forums and it was Mr.
Stark, James Stark was the supervisor at the time, perhaps acting
supervisor.

And ironically it was on the same subject and it included the

deer hunt, proposed deer hunt at EPCAL. And I find it absolutely

appalling that I have to be back here again to state what seems to
be obvious to me anyway and to other people I've mentioned it to.

I'm going to read a letter that I wrote to the News Review but

haven't had a chance to fax it so I'm going to give it to Tim if

possible at the end.

I wrote: Dear Editor: Now this is mind you, it's Christmas

morning and I'm writing this letter.

There may be peace on earth somewhere but not here in
Riverhead. Again innocent animals, deer and dogs, are being killed

for no reason. Options exist, birth control for the deer, and
opening the back fence to allow the deer to enter the pine barrens

area. And placement for the dogs.

Ask Phil Cardinale. There were no dogs killed during his
administration.
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Even hallowed cemetery land is not safe at Calverton National

Cemetery. Shooting from cars, killing on land used to bury the

dead, many of who died by guns themselves.

A hunt is defined quote unquote according to the dictionary to
pursue for food or sport unquote. If you need food, buy it.
Remember the guns are (inaudible) phrase. If you cannot afford
food, ask for help at a food pantry.

As to sport quote unquote how is shooting innocent deer with a
shotgun considered sport? Excuse me, this is very upsetting.

To sit and wait in a tree and to ambush unsuspecting deer who

have grown up unmolested and without fear and without a chance to
flee is considered fair. How is that fair? Aren't adversaries to

be equal? Ask any child about sportsmanship and fairness.

As to innocents the drivers, passengers, bikers and visitors to
Calverton could become victims. Going into the woods, anyone can

become disoriented as to direction. Bullets will not comply with
your 500 feet setback rule.

The town's taxpayers will again become liable as they are

responsible for approving this activity to kill deer.

Stop the hunt.

As to the poor dog that was killed, ironically because the town

wanted to avoid liability, why hasn't anyone contacted Best Friends

animal sanctuary of (inaudible) Utah. They oversaw the hurricane

Katrina rescue of lost pets. They took in the dogs abused by
Michael (inaudible). They are currently helping ARF of the

Hamptons. Ask them for help.

After 17 years of effort, I do not plan to go away. The

domestic animals and wildlife need to be protected. Ironic that
when people should be enjoying their families and holidays, that
such controversial decisions are being made.

I am too late for the dog, hopefully, I am not too late for the

deer. Crying on Christmas Day and writing this sad letter was not
on my Christmas to do list.

As an advocate for all innocents, changing things for the
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better is always on my list. I wonder how many children read the

same article. I wonder how many understood that their own family
member or neighbor has decided that killing creatures is acceptable.

There are alternatives regarding the deer. There are whistles

that you can attach to cars to alert the deer and they get

frightened and go back into the woods. Jodi said she was not aware
of that.

There are also deer deterring posts used along the New York

State Thruway that reflect light and the deer return to the woods.
I have left that information from the triple A magazine

with Mr. Woodson a number of years ago.

That concludes my letter.

My only other comments are I ask-- ironically John was in the

office- clerk's office, and I picked up a copy of this rules and
regulations for this hunt. I asked him how far do these bullets go
and he said that they're little pellets and they only drop locally."

Councilman Dunleavy: "No. They go about 500 foot. They are

just slugs."

Sandra Mott: "They're slugs. Okay, I'm not a hunter, would

never, you know, say that I ever had any knowledge of them. That's
why I'm here to ask a few questions.

That's a pretty far distance if you don't really know where you

are."

Councilman Gabrielsen: "These guidelines were established by
the DEC. They're safe plus. I know John said 500 feet but usually

250 to 300 feet it's done. I'm not saying anything, but that's
pretty much DEC established a 500 feet buffer from public highways.
This is a state, you know, it's studied every which way."

Sandra Mott: "Well, let me say, thank you. Mr. Gabrielsen

spent some time with my mother and I advising us of some
particulars. The whole problem is you don't know if these things
are going to go beyond that point and you have that area where you

spent money to put in a walking/biking area. How do you know who' s

coming by?"
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Councilman Gabrielsen: "That's not open. That area is not

open. The bike path isn't open right now. And most of the bike

path to the north as you head east, is going through an area that
the Navy still has- doing remediation on the soil that it's not, you

know, for hunting. So most of the hunting isn't near that bike

path."

Sandra Mott: "So what, again, what did you call them,

pellets, slugs? What are they made out of, please?"

Councilman Gabrielsen: "I couldn' t tell you that ."

Sandra Mott: "See, the discussion here we don' t know- "

Councilman Gabrielsen: "Well, this is all regulated by the

DEC. We're not inventing the wheel here, believe me. They've

analyzed this every which way."

Sandra Mott: "I'm not saying you are."

Supervisor Walter: "I just, Sandra, try- there' s other

people, try to limit to five minutes if you could."

Sandra Mott: "I understand. This issue is a 17 year old

issue and it was pulled from happening once before and my concern is
that there is no one here probably- was there a public hearing on
this deer hunt?"

Councilman Wooten: "There was a deer hunt in 2002 I believe."

Supervisor Walter: "And the fence is down, Sandra. It's not
the way it was 17 years ago. The fence is down in huge sections of

the land. We haven't been replacing it as it comes down so- "

Sandra Mott: "But that' s setting up the town for liability-

that's a whole other story, that's a liability issue."

Supervisor Walter: "We just want to- "

Sandra Mott: "I'm moving forward- I'm just looking- I just

had a chance to look- Jodi just had a chance to look at something

not before the meeting, same as this."

Councilman Gabrielsen: "I will also sit with you after this



12/28/2010 1209

meeting and go over point by point."

Sandra Mott: "Well, my concern is that these decision making

of killings always happen during the holiday season it seems to me.
That dog, even Jim was amazed that it happened according to the

newspaper article."

Supervisor Walter: "Well, I don't think the holiday had

anything to do with it. And I just- there were many, many dogs put
down during the Cardinale administration. We have never been a no
kill facility. In fact, some of the people have commented that more
were done then than have been in the last year that I've been here

but that's never been a no kill facility."

Sandra Mott: "I know it's not been a no kill but there are

options and I want to know why it's never been utilized that over-

when Jim Lull was running the committee, I brought him a stack of

paper from Best Friends. Why has Best Friends not been contacted?

That is an absolutely outstanding organization as I outlined to you
between Katrina, Michael, they have a facility that's huge.

You have these issues that are not overwhelming that they can

advise you. If it's turf issues between the local organizations and
an outside group, well, you know what? Then the local organizations
need to broaden their perspective. And my feeling is, Jim, you're
on the committee, you oversee the committee?"

Councilman Wooten: "I don't oversee it- "

Sandra Mott: "Well, you're the town council representative on
the committee. Have you contacted Best Friends?"

Councilman Wooten: "Me, personally? No . "

Sandra Mott: "I mentioned it to Jill Lewis who was not aware

of it either."

Councilman Wooten: "Is Noreen here? You know, I- "

Sandra Mott: "My feeling is if you don' t contact these people

and animals continue to die and we can dispute who killed who, can

we just stop disputing the fact that it's wrong. It's not a right
thing to do. And there are options that can be utilized. And

(inaudible) should be in there at the get go and I frankly don' t
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understand even this hunt, how much is it going to cost? You were

talking about the alarm system. In your listing, any person not

complying with the above rules and regulations will be asked to
leave the property. By who? Who's there?"

Councilman Gabrielsen: "The DEC has been asked to go out

there and patrol and be part of it. And we'll all stand up- the DEC

will be out there, officers."

Sandra Mott: "Well, the DEC was also the group that said that

they were overpopulated and that they were eating the grass down to
the bottom when Mr. Scully (phonetic) was the head of it out here

and the gentleman was not aware that the lawn had been cut for a
soccer- and he stood in his car, he said because I talked to him and

I looked and they ate all this grass."

Supervisor Walter: "Sandra, can we- we're trying- summarize

if you will."

Sandra Mott: "Stop killing the animals because I believed you
all that that was what was going to happen. From the beginning of

the year to the end of the year, nothing's changed. since.

You bring one lovely dog in who deserves a home, then bring
them all in."

Supervisor Walter: "He's a nice dog. Do you want him? A

nice dog."

Sandra Mott: "He's a lovely dog. He's a beautiful- and all

the opportunities are given to beautiful dogs."

Supervisor Walter: "He's a good dog."

Sandra Mott: "Well, the point is bring more of them."

Supervisor Walter: "Buster. We bring them to the afternoon

meetings when we have dogs that- "

Sandra Mott: "That's an important thing to do."

Supervisor Walter: "It' s not always but we have- "

Sandra Mott: "And if you're going to be having people kill
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animals over there, the dollar that I was told that they're being

charged for the permit is obscene. You can't go to a movie for a
dollar."

Councilman Gabrielsen: "That fee was set by the State of New

York and we actually have- the hunters have been volunteering and

they are already contributing money towards the animal shelter on
their own."

Sandra Mott: "Well (inaudible). When I was in there I

pointed to that and they said no, no, no it wasn't. So it is or it
isn' t . There' s a contradiction here and- "

Councilman Gabrielsen: "The dollar goes to the DEC. They

collect it. Wherever you hunt in Riverhead, anywhere on Long

Island, town of Southold, that's a standard issue DEC registration

form which is one dollar.

As far as the hunt goes out at EPCAL, all the hunters are

contributing putting up the signs in sections, doing all the work,
volunteering their time. On top of that, they're taking a
collection which they already started towards the animal shelter.

They're contributing money- "

Sandra Mott: "Well, then you need to elaborate those kind of

good things and need to understand that not knowing these things are

going to cause people like me to be very upset and there might be
other people here who would be very upset if it weren't the holiday
week."

Supervisor Walter: "Well, every dollar that they voluntarily
give us- the volunteers give us, goes straight to the animal shelter

and straight to the welfare- "

Sandra Mott: "Which by the way, I haven't heard heads or

tails as to what you're doing up there. All I know is- is Sean no

longer there?"

Supervisor Walter: "Sean McCabe, after January 1st, he's
been- "

Sandra Mott: "So you only have- "

Supervisor Walter: "We have one animal ACO and we are looking
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for a part time ACO."

Sandra Mott: "And you realize that that' s not enough?"

Councilman Wooten: "I know that ."

Sandra Mott: "Jim knows that and anyone who's had any

dealings with any kind of wildlife situation knows that. He cannot

be at multiple places at the same time. It is not safe for him, it
is not safe for the animals that have been left up there. It's not
safe for the community or even community of interest who wants to

get up there.

How can you possibly (inaudible) ."

Supervisor Walter: "Well, no, Sandra, we're also advertising

for a part time kennel attendant right now as well. So we have

staff there."

Sandra Mott: "Well, a long time ago I said you should go out

of the shelter business and you should just contract with a local

vet who has lots of opportunities and lots of facilities to get rid
of the building, the utilities, the staffing, etc. You have a

professional staff. You have an opportunity for placement."

Supervisor Walter: "Thank you. "

Sandra Mott: "And if that's not- I know, thank you. But you

know what?"

Supervisor Walter: "We appreciate your time, Sandra."

Sandra Mott: "I know no one appreciates my being here. I

don't appreciate having to- I feel obligated to be here. I don't
want to hear and read Christmas morning about dead animals. It's a

very upsetting thing."

Councilman Wooten: "I'm sorry you feel that way."

Pat Lynch: "Well, I care about what you say. My name is Pat

Lynch. I live in Southampton and Manhattan. I've been in rescue
work for 10 years. I'm a journalist by profession. I was with NBC

for 20 years and with CBS for 10 years. I do this because I love

animals. And I like to see them live and only die when there's
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absolutely no other choice.

Just continuing with what you said with regard to Michael

(inaudible) and the Best Friends which is a fantastic organization.
Forty-nine out of the fifty dogs that he abused were able to be

rescued by that organization.

I believe in rehabilitation. I don't believe in killing. I

believe in rehabilitation. And I'm saying that because I knew the

dog Bruno quite well. I went to the shelter, I've been going to the
shelter now for several months but I went to it before that and

helped some dogs that needed it and also adopted them.

And I knew Bruno to be a dog that was actually a very nice dog.
Mr. McCabe who will no longer be there, he's going to the sewer

department I hear although he should be at the shelter, be the face

of the shelter as far as I'm concerned, Mr. McCabe used to keep

Bruno. I'm sure he'll get in trouble for this when I tell you the

story, underneath his desk so he'd get a chance to get out of
isolation where he spent his entire time from October 7 until he was
euthanized last week, one week ago today.

And I have to tell you that it ruined my Christmas without a

doubt, especially when I read your euthanasia law. The questionable

animal must be deemed aggressive and beyond rehabilitation, beyond

rehabilitation. That's the key thing here, friends. There was no
rehabilitation for this .dog, nothing at all. He was never walked,

he stayed in that cage. The only person that I know that ever did
anything with him was Sean McCabe who did indeed occasionally walk

him when he could. He couldn't put him in an outside pen in case

somebody was passing by and objected and it's a horror show.

So I just have to say you have a law here that's on the books
with regard to the need for rehabilitation. Why did this happen?

Why did that dog die?

I thank Jim Wooten for his efforts and what he's doing in

investigating this and getting to the bottom of how the hell this

happened.

Thank you."

Supervisor Walter: "Thank you. Sal."
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Sal Mastropaolo: "Sal Mastropaolo, Calverton. First of all,

I support the deer hunt, number one. Okay? Second of all, I wish
the paper would do- would publish some statistics about the number

of deer killed by cars in the town of Riverhead.

Last month, it personally cost me $650.00 over and above the

insurance bill which was over $4,000.00 for hitting a deer- "

Supervisor Walter: "Was everyone all right?"

Sal Mastropaolo: "Yes. For hitting a deer on Doctor's Path

at 6:15 in the morning. You drive the Riverhead town roads, I

guarantee you every day you will find at least one dead deer on one
Riverhead town road, seven days a week, 30 days a month. Somebody

should publish the numbers, okay. I'm sure the police department

has it because I had to file a report with the police department and

New York State.

Deer are a problem in the town of Riverhead. These farms are

fencing in- more and more farms which puts more and more deer per

acre in the unfenced areas. Okay? I have them right in my backyard
in Calverton. I find the droppings all the time. They're

destroying my fruit trees. I've got my garden fence to eight foot

height. Okay? We have a problem.

And anything that the town can do to make the herd smaller will

provide more safety for the residents of Riverhead.

Wildwood State Park is another haven for them. They're all
over in there. So we need to do something and EPCAL is just a small

approach to handling the problem overall."

Supervisor Walter: "Does the State allow you to hunt in
wildwood?"

Sal Mastropaolo: "No. Because I already called the

superintendent of Wildwood to see if we could hunt in the wooded

area north of Fresh Pond."

Supervisor Walter: "There's 700 acres there."

Sal Mastropaolo: "Yes. And there's 700 acres of multiple
herds of deer. Go to the sod farm just west of Fresh Pond, on any

one night you'll find anywhere from 100 to 150 deer."
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Supervisor Walter: "That' s still part of Wildwood there ."

Sal Mastropaolo: "Yes . That' s still part of Wildwood. "

Councilman Wooten: "In fact, we had to put those reflectors

on the street there to make- "

Sal Mastropaolo: "But I never saw anything go up there. They

were supposed to put something to prevent the deer from crossing."

Councilman Wooten: "That was the test area they did probably

10 years ago."

Sal Mastropaolo: "Well, obviously it didn't work. And by the

way, my car had the whistles."

Councilman Wooten: "It's only good for 40 miles an hour."

Sal Mastropaolo: "I had two whistles on the car and it made

no difference when I was going down Doctor's Path."

Councilman Dunleavy: "Sal, the DEC made us build a deer

cemetery because I spoke to the highway superintendent and he said
it averages out to one deer a day that is killed in the town of

Riverhead."

Sal Mastropaolo: "I can believe it. And everyone- go to the

auto body shops and ask them how many cars come in for repair

because of deer accidents. We're keeping them in business."

Supervisor Walter: "Sandra, you're going to make it- hold on.
Go ahead. Just very quick, Sandra. You had a very long five

minutes."

Sandra Mott: "I know. As to suggestions, as I said triple A,

you can look it up on your computer. There's these posting that
they use on the New York Thruway that's effective. As I said it's a
reflector. I don't know the specific name. Mr. Woodson should have
it because I brought it to him and that was a number of years ago
when we had the same conversation of animals being killed.

Yes, they are very large and they will- I'm sorry, I'm glad

you're all right. But you know- "
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Supervisor Walter: "We've been down this- do you have

something new?"

Sandra Mott: "Yes. Concentration type fences that have been

erected not only are killing the deer, it's killing your scenic

vistas that your tourists want to view. Why don't you take down
some of those fences because seriously a concentrated area of
protection is one thing but throughout the entire town and the

development. I mean, honestly, it is no better than too many people

in the same place. Things are going to happen."

Councilman Gabrielsen: "The problem is there's just so many
deer now that they're destroying the farms. We have to fence in some

of the farmlandto keep themout."

Sandra Mott: "Because no one has taken any pro-active

approach through birth control. They did it at Fire Island.
Contact the- "

Supervisor Walter: "Miss Hansen would like to- thank you,
Sandra."

Sue Hansen: "Hi, my name is Sue Hansen from Rocky Point. And

I've given a lot of thought about what to say at this town board

meeting and I'm going to refrain from the very controversial issue

of the animal shelter for the time being anyway. I know Jim is
working actively towards solutions towards some of the ongoing

problems that seem to be cropping up there. And I'm very hopeful
that he'll be able to resolve them in the not too distant future.

I would hope that he would consider inviting Jodi Giglio to
participate in some of those solutions because I think she would

possibly offer some new ideas and insights and I'd hope he's leave

that door open."

Councilman Wooten: "Well, Jodi and I speak all the time. So

her insights and mine are insightful."

Sue Hansen: "Okay. Well, I'm glad to hear that because I
think she's on the right page with that.

In any case, what I was starting to say is that I had a lot of
thoughts about what to say at today's meeting but I'm going to
refrain from certain comments that could be construed as very
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controversial and instead I would just like to take this opportunity
to remind everybody that in light of the terrible inclement weather

that we've been experiencing, I'd like to remind everybody to please

bring your pets indoors during this time, particularly backyard dogs

and these are dogs that are kept outdoors 24/7, all year round.

I'm a volunteer with RSVP which stands for the Riverhead

Shelter Volunteer Program- "

Councilman Wooten: "That's not true."

Sue Hansen: "That's how they were founded back in- 1996, they

do business as Responsible Solutions for Valued Pets, but if you

look up on any of the charitable organizations, we're actually

listed under Riverhead Shelter Volunteer Program.

And our community outreach program which is a hands on active

program servicing the town of Riverhead, we provide services such

as- that are basic comforts for dogs that stay outdoors all the
time.

We provide dog houses, straw, food and water, and currently we

have approximately 40 dogs on our Riverhead route that we visit on a

regular basis. And we encourage people to bring them indoors during

this time of very bad weather, even if you do have an adequate dog
house which includes a waterproof roof, insulation, and a floor as
required by law and also even if you have straw for the dogs which
we actually provide, it's still no match for these sub-freezing

temperatures that we've been experiencing.

I'd just like to take this opportunity to remind everybody to
please do that. And if you know of anybody in Riverhead who needs

help with their outside animals, to let them know that we're

available to help. We can't always guarantee a dog house but we

will definitely come by and offer straw, offer assistance.

And, lastly, if there are any boy scouts out there listening

and you are working towards your Eagle badge, we have accepted in
the past dog houses and we would love to be the recipient of your
hard work and we can guarantee you that those dog houses would be
put to good use.

And for further information on any of this, you can visit our
web site RSVPInc. org or you can call 877-3400 and, again, if you
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have any dogs that are outdoors or if you know of any dogs that are

outdoors and need help, please feel free to contact us and we will
do all we can to assist.

Thank you."

Supervisor Walter: "Thank you. Anybody else wish to be heard

today? Mr. Taldone."

Vince Taldone: "Supervisor Walter, Members of the Council,
good afternoon. I'm actually not here to speak about the animal
shelter though I do want to thank Jim Wooten and the rest of the

council members who have been working on trying to find the funds

necessary to maintain the animals in good health and to keep the

kennel running."

Supervisor Walter: "It was you that brought it to my
attention that we weren't doing all that we should have done and we

did put it in the budget and we have allocated money and I know
Carol and Jim are working- Carol Sclafani (phonetic), my secretary,
and Jim are working on getting- are we bringing a vet there to de-

worm the dogs or are we- "

Councilman Wooten: "Actually we're setting up funding through
dog licensing so that dogs are periodically checked."

Supervisor Walter: "So, thank you."

Vince Taldone: "I very much appreciate that and I knew if you

knew what was actually going on there, you wouldn't allow it. I

appreciate what you've done.

I just want to mention quickly about the shelter that I'm a
little confused. Currently there's no kennel attendant there and
I'm wondering who' s cleaning- "

Supervisor Walter: "No. We have kennel- we have a full time

kennel attendant and a part time now and we're looking to hire
another part time kennel attendant. You're looking? And a part
time ACO."

Vince Taldone: "Understood. I was told there wasn' t anyone

there this week but I'm apparently wrong."
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Supervisor Walter: "No. There is always somebody taking care

of the dogs. They may not be at the shelter with the gate open

because if there's one person there and they get called out, but the

dogs are being taken care of. You don't worry about that."

Vince Taldone: "Okay, thank you. Onto actually my main
topic.

As you know, I have represented this town and this county on
the county planning commission for the past two years. I've served

in many volunteer capacities in the past and continue to from
Riverhead Townscape, the Handicapped Advisory Committee, the- I've
served on the Landmarks Preservation Commission. All of you know me

going way back to Bob Kozakiewicz's administration."

Supervisor Walter: "Bob, do you remember when he first walked

in and said I've moved from the city and I want to volunteer. I was

going to say, you're probably our best volunteer."

Vince Taldone: "Thank you very much. On through Phil

Cardinale and now with Supervisor Walter and this town board. I've
never considered myself a partisan person. I've worked for my town

and for the community. I hope I've pleased you. I hope I've
represented our town well.

I've been informed, however, by our chairman of the county
planning commission that County Executive Levy is not going to
reappoint me and I'm here to ask you if you feel that I have served

this town well and this county well."

Supervisor Walter: "You have and you and I spoke about this
and I spoke to the County Executive about it, retaining your

services and I won't say anymore."

Vince Taldone: "And I understand that you have. What I'm
here to ask is that the town board itself as a body can either pass
a sense resolution or just send a letter saying we feel this person

has done a fair job and we'd like to see him reappointed.

It is, of course, up to the County Executive to make that
nomination. I believe our legislator would support me as well as

the other legislators. That certainly would not be an issue there.

I don't know the reason why I'm not being reappointed. That
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has not been communicated to me although everyone has an idea in
terms of what might have caused the Executive to be so angry. But,
again, last I don't want to take up much of your time.

I just want to ask that if you do feel that I have represented

this town well and that I have served the county well on the

commission, I ask that you let the County Executive know that.

Thank you."

Supervisor Walter: "Thank you, Vince . "

Councilwoman Giglio: "I will write the letter but if for some

reason you don't get reappointed, does that mean I can have you back

on the landmarks preservation commission?"

Vince Taldone: "Actually yes. The reason I resigned from the

Landmarks Commission. Thank you. "

Supervisor Walter: "Thank you. Does anybody else wish to be

heard today?

Can I get a motion to adjourn?"

Councilman Dunleavy: "I make a motion we adjourn the town
board meeting."

Supervisor Walter: "All in favor?"

Collective response: "Aye."

Meeting adjourned: 3:55 p.m.


